
 

 

Being His Hands 
Mission Report & Prayer Requests:  Mito, Japan

Joel & Kristin Osborne  and  Hiroaki & Megumi Akahoshi

Celebrating New Life 
We are in a season where we see new life, or promising signs of it, in many ways for our church family.

The biggest news, of  course, is that the Akahoshi 
family has a new member. Manaka joined us on 

January 15 in the wee hours of  the morning after 
mommy and daddy spent over a day in the labor 
unit at the hospital. 

Manaka’s name in kanji (the Chinese characters used 
in Japanese) reflect the hopes and prayers Hiro & 
Megumi have for their daughter. It is a kind of  
spiritual blessing in addition to giving her an 
identity. ‘Mana’ is the kanji for love and ‘ka’ is 

the kanji for fruit. You can imagine the passage in 
Galatians where Paul speaks of  the fruit of  the 
Spirit, love being one of  them. At the same time, 
‘Mana’ is also like the manna that God provided 
for Israel as they wandered in the wilderness for 
forty years. 

We invite you to celebrate with us the gift of  life and 
also to pray for the Akahoshis in this new step of  
their journey and ministry as a family, asking God 
to give them wisdom as they raise Manaka in love. 

The other new life we are celebrating is the new 
life in Christ that Misaki Akutsu is now 

enjoying. Misaki came to us, saying that she 
wanted to give her life to Jesus, so Hiro and I 
studied with her for a month to ensure some 
foundational understanding of  both her 
commitment to surrendering her life, living that 
transformed life on the journey of  discipleship, 
and giving thanks for all that God gives to us 
when He saves and redeems us through Jesus. 
And what joy she has! 

Hiro baptized Misaki on December 16. She 

exudes joy and has been so fearless in sharing 
her faith: bringing friends, bringing friends of  
her late mother etc. 

We first met Misaki as a student at Ibaraki 
Christian and she went with us to Cambodia. 
Now an elementary school teacher, we pray that 
God will do mighty things for His Kingdom 
through Misaki and all those whom she touches. 
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    On Saturday, December 22, I (Joel) received a somewhat panicked 
call from our friend, Michi, whose wedding I was planning to attend 
the following afternoon. ‘Joel, okay…we have a problem. A big problem. 
Mike is supposed to do our wedding and he’s really sick and went to the 
hospital to get tested for the flu. We don’t have anyone to do our wedding 
tomorrow. So I need to know: can you do it?’ 

     There were a few more details, but you get the gist. Unfortunately, 
we were hosting a Christmas celebration that day in our home, so I 
couldn’t go to the rehearsal, but I did, in fact, end up staying up late 
that night putting together my script to officiate a wedding for Michi 
and Yuichiro Naoi the following day. Hiro was already supposed to 

be translating the message portion only into Japanese for Mike, so he 
did that portion for me, but the rest I did in Japanese. 

     Needless to say, it was quite the adventure and very memorable to 
go from guest to minister/officiant, but it was a blessed ceremony and 
we pray God’s richest blessings on this new couple and hope that God 
will use them to share their faith in Christ with other people. When I 
blessed them, I shared that it was significant that Michi’s name means 
‘The Way’ and that Yuichiro’s family name, Naoi, means ‘The Right 
(as in Correct, True) Well (water source)’ and I prayed that as a couple, 
God would use them to lead others on The Way to drink deeply of  
living water from our True Well/Watersource, Jesus. Pray for them. 

Naoi Wedding: December 23, 2018

JAPAN MISSION Dec ’18 & Jan ‘19

December 25 is not a national holiday in Japan. It is a regular work 
day just like any other. So we did our ‘family Christmas’ on Saturday, 
December 22 in the Osbornes’ home. There were fourteen of  us that 
shared the day together and it was a good celebration with delicious 
food, a lot of  laughter, and some good time of  worship. 

The night before, we did our annual Christmas Eve candlelight 

service followed by our Christmas cafe on the second floor. This year, 
one of  our members who is a semiprofessional singer, Hanna Fujiki, 
did a gospel mini concert. Over thirty church members were actively 
involved in helping with this, and we had 100 people in attendance, 
many of  whom were visitors (mostly family and friends of  members). 
God really blessed it. 

On January 6, Joel and I (Hiro) preached, organized a blessing and a 
lunch for those who were celebrating Coming of Age (turning 20 

years old) at Mito church or in the IC campus ministry. This year we 
celebrated with Takuma Tsuneki and Kanna Unno (both pictured left). 
We thank God for every opportunity we can use to share Christ. 

Christmas, New Year & Coming of  Age
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Reaching The Next Generation:
Campus Ministry @ Ibaraki Christian University & Cambodia Mission Trips

JAPAN MISSION

Campus ministry at Ibaraki Christian University 
continues to be a highlight of  every week. We both go 
on Tuesdays, and have 3 bible studies currently from 
the Gospel of  Luke with eight students. On 
Wednesdays, just Joel goes and has an additional four 
studies from either Gospel of  Luke or the parables of  

Jesus, also with eight students. Several other students 
will come and hang out at the Liaison Office (campus 
ministry room) on those two days as well. What has 
been interesting is to see the students continuing to 
invite and bring friends. 

About five come at least occasionally (a couple 
come every week) to worship with us at Mito church 
as well. We were pleased to have seven of  them attend 
our annual autumn church retreat as well. Even 
though the academic year ends in January, most who 
are studying will continue through the break in 
February & March. Please keep praying that the gospel 
will permeate their lives. 

A team of  eight from Japan went to Cambodia 
in December for our third Love & Serve mission 
trip for 2018. We are thankful that Keiko san, one 
of  our most reliable and stable members, continues 
to go and serve every December. In a group of  
mostly young adults, it is always great to have her 
influence and perspective. 

Besides Keiko and the two of  us, our team had 
four guys in university (Kentaro, Ryu, Motonari 
and Ryusei) as well as Miho, the younger sister of  
one of  our members. In our morning discussions, 
we looked at the topic of  ‘Hunger’ from a biblical 
perspective and we can see seeds were planted. 

Our school saw a big turnover, losing 3 of  our 4 
teaching staff, but God faithfully provided three new 
staff, and after a 3 week ‘Christmas’ break, the 
school reopened on January 2. Please continue to 
pray for our 9 staff  at BCS, and for the 300 students.

Dec ’18 & Jan ‘19



* Thanksgiving – Kristin submitted her final research for her Masters degree 
in TESOL from Birmingham University in England. We are now awaiting the 
result and hoping she will graduate. We give thanks to God for sustaining her 
through these 2.5 years of  study being balanced with work. 

* Love & Serve Mission (Cambodia) – our next trip is March 6-20 (including 
Singapore) with a team of  six from Japan (Joel, Ryuichiro, Rine, Taiga, 

Kanna & Yamato). This time we will tell the story of  Gideon in a skit, do a 
Japanese-style sports festival, teach English, and serve in the villages and local 
schools. The Singapore team will do a dental clinic. Please pray for our 
preparation, and pray for the five Japanese university students that as we 
serve, their hearts will be open to the best example of  a servant and our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 

* Kentaro & bible studies IC with students – Please continue to pray for the 
ongoing bible studies we are having. Specifically pray for Kentaro who is 
doing the foundational studies in preparation for his the upcoming decision to 
be baptized into Christ in the next few weeks. 

* Christian Community – as a church we are studying about the church and 
we are busy mentoring members who are learning to teach. We ask for God’s 
gracious guidance as we continue to nurture and mature the Christians here.

Your Partnership & Participation

Financial support can be sent to: 

IN CANADA 

Tintern Church of  Christ, Attn: Tintern Asia Mission  
(Joel Osborne/Hiro Akahoshi) 

4359 Spring Creek Rd, Vineland, ON Canada L0R 2C0 

Phone: (905) 563-6311;    http://tinternchurchofchrist.ca/ 

Email: tinternchurchofchrist@gmail.com 

IN AMERICA 

S&R Ministries, Inc,  Attn: Joel Osborne/Hiro Akahoshi – 
Japan/Cambodia Mission 

PO Box 563, Edmond, OK 73083 

For questions or more information, please contact us at: 

Joel Osborne – joelsensei5@gmail.com 

Hiroaki Akahoshi – hxa04@acu.edu 

We can also communicate via Facetime.

Above: Kristin, Akahoshis & Isshikis 
Middle: Playing Futsal with IC students 
Below: Fun after worship one Sunday

JAPAN MISSION

Getting Involved: Prayer

FURLOUGH AUG-OCT 2019: Reporting & Fundraising 

It was such a blessing to have a team from our new sponsoring 
church, Tintern Church of Christ, visit us and participate 
actively in our work in Mito, Japan and in Siem Reap, 
Cambodia. Now it’s time for us to make a trip back to see 
them and to see you whom we love and who continue to pray 
for us and support us financially in this work. 

We realize we cannot go everywhere and cannot see everyone. 
This time is also combined with the need to see and spend 
time with family. While we are in the initial stages of  forming 
a plan, we’d like to hear from you.  

If you are willing to have us come and to host a time in your 
home, at the church building or in a restaurant gathering 
friends, family and members from your church or prayer 
network to hear about the work GOD is doing in Japan and 
Cambodia, seeking ways to further help us and pray over us, 
we’d like to see and hear from you before making any final 
decisions. Please pray that the Spirit will give us 
discernment through this time of planning. 

We do love and appreciate each one of  you. Thank you for your 
hearts that hunger to be involved in the mission of  God throughout the 
world, and your desire to see disciples of  Jesus be raised and spiritually 
formed from every nation, tribe, language and people. We’re honoured 
to partner with you and with God for the Kingdom.

Dec ’18 & Jan ‘19


