
 

 

Being His Hands 
Mission Report & Prayer Requests:  Mito, Japan

Joel & Kristin Osborne  and  Hiroaki & Megumi Akahoshi

Good News: Another Life Given To Jesus 
Kentaro is the first student from our campus ministry this past year to become a disciple

     Just a year ago, the front page of  our report 
showed a picture of  Hiro & I with Kaori (another 
IC graduate who became a Christian and a 
member of  our church family, who now works in 
the Christian center on campus) and 13 university 
students. One of  those students was Kentaro who 
had gone a year beforehand at the end of  his 
freshman year. 

      Coming back, he spent a lot of  his sophomore 
year being the primary people gatherer for our 
team last March. Sharing with his friends about 
the impact of  the Cambodia mission on his life, 
he brought together an amazing team of  talented 
young adults, most of  whom are future teachers.   
Kentaro is naturally a leader in so many of  the 
best ways. 

     After his second trip, he’s studied English and 
Luke’s gospel with us, and began to worship with 
us, and we’ve spent A LOT of  time together. We 
have witnessed the power of  the Holy Spirit and 

the word of  God at work in his life throughout 
this whole year. It culminated in his third trip 
this past December when he said his main 
purpose for going this time was to decide if  he 
was really going to be a disciple of  Jesus. That 
drove us to pray even more. 

      God answered that prayer on March 3, 2019 
when Kentaro gave his life to Jesus, confessing 
his faith and being baptised. Kentaro invited 
close to 30 people to come to worship that day 
to witness his baptism. His testimony was 
powerful as 104 people gathered to worship 
God and to surround Kentaro in his celebration. 

       We (Hiro & Joel) also had the opportunity 
to eat a meal with Kentaro and his father before 
his baptism, and our conversation and initial 
time of  relationship building was really blessed. 
We see this as another answer to prayer. Please 
continue to pray for Kentaro in his new life and 
as he shares his faith with his friends.
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    This is usually the hardest 
season to ‘report’ because it is 
filled with mostly daily life 
and prep for the next season. 
Here are some of  the ways we 
have seen God at work in our 
church, in our city, in our lives 
and in the lives of  others in the 
past few months: 

* Bible studies continued with 
several IC students. Most of  
the students are somewhere 
around Luke 9 in their 
studies. We continue to see 
growth in all of  them. 

* Hiro preached on February 
17 from Luke 6:17-26, and 
Joel translated into English 
for him. 

* 255,000 yen (approx 

USD$2300, or CAD$3100) 
was offered for the work in 
Cambodia on Mission 
Sunday by the church and by 
others who were at worship 
with us that day  

* Takumi passed his exam for 
his national Social Work 
licensure. We give thanks to 
God! 

* The Japanese young 
women’s bible study that 
Kristin oversees met for a 
meal, their study and a time 
of  prayer to discern their 
next study and focus for the 
2019 fiscal year. Please join 
them in that prayer. 

Glimpses: February & March Highlights

Above: (top) Joel praying for departing 
AETs at farewell potluck; (middle) Ai & 
Ken’s engagement; (3rd) some of  the girls 

in the young women’s bible study; 
Below: (1st) Riho’s graduation from IC: 
she went to Cambodia with us; (bottom) 

Yen (a church member from the 
Philippines) & Minako teaching English 
Bible Class (EBC) for kids on Sundays
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* The Tsunekis went to the US 
for two weeks to attend a 
wedding, visit their two 
oldest children, and to see 
old friends and supporters. 
They return to Mito on April 
2. Please pray for a safe 
journey. 

* Ai Otoki got engaged to Ken 
Hanasaki and plans to marry 
this autumn here in Mito 

* we will say farewell to three 
of  our American members 
(Alex, Jonna, Heather) & 
other AETs who have ended 
their teaching contracts and 
will return to the US; we will 
miss them very much; Jonna 
will marry Derrick (former 
AET) at the end of  April in 
California and Joel will help 
officiate the wedding 

* we had our annual family 
talent show, called 
Hallelujah Concert, on 

February 17; we had many 
families from the community 
attend whose children are a 
part of  the Kids Karate Club 
that Atsushi & Gaku teach 
two Saturdays a month 

* about 40 attended our 
community outreach at our 
Cafe Night; a couple of  
students and parents came 
from our members’ schools 
and work places as well as 
several IC students (including 
some new faces too)
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“Can You See?” Opening Our Eyes 
Our morning discussions and evening devotionals centered on Jesus healing the blind man

JAPAN MISSION

Six of  us prepared to go to Cambodia for the 
Love & Serve Mission from March 6-20. This time 
we did something a little different in that we spent 
the whole week dwelling on just one chapter in 
scripture: John 9. This provided many meaningful 
discussions about what is sight/blindness, what we 
(don’t) want to see, what we (don’t) try to see etc. 

Sadly, Yamato who was our lone ‘newbie’ didn’t 
end up going because he had passport & student visa 
issues in Malaysia before coming. So it ended up 
being four IC students (all returnees) and myself. Not 
having Hiro on this trip seemed strange for me too, 
but the students really stepped up and took the 
challenge to be/do more. 

We used the story of  Gideon for our skit, and it 
was a great opportunity to think about how God 
used the weakest and smallest to accomplish His 
purposes, leaving no doubt that it was only because 
of  God that things went well. It is a story of  hope. 

In addition to our ‘regular’ activities (crafts, 
games, dance, English vocabulary, introduction of  a 
nation), we did a fun competition day at our school, 
and we did another Japanese school-style sports 
festival as we had done last March. Students and 
teachers alike really enjoyed it, and the school was 
filled with laughter and squeals of  joy. We also did a 
similar program at one of  the local elementary 
schools we have a relationship with, and this time 
went to a junior high school to do the program for 
the first time. That went well too. The Singapore 
team also did 4 days of  dental clinics for our 
students and staff, as well as for children from the 
local elementary schools. 

I (Joel) observed our new teachers in their 
classes and it gave me some time to think about 
future training that is needed. We also enjoyed 
worship, fellowship, and soccer with some of  the 
local Christians. We could see God at work in it all.

Feb & Mar 2019

Top left: Atsushi prays for the Love & Serve team (Rine missing); Top center: Joel ‘sets the 
stage’ for Gideon at a local school; Above left: the ‘Blue Team’ at the sports festival; Above 

center: the ‘White Team’ making a straw tower; Top right: a former student came to 
Tokyo for an Asia dance competition; Right: dinner in the village at a student’s home



* Thanksgiving – for answered prayer in relation to Kentaro’s faith journey. 

Continue to pray as he seeks to bring his friends to Christ. 

* Thanksgiving – Kristin received word that she received distinction (highest 

honours) on her final Masters research, and that she will graduate with distinction 
as well. Her official graduation is July but we are so thankful she is done! Join us in 
giving thanks to God, and pray that God will open a door for her to publish, and to 
find a post-secondary level teaching job. 

* Campus Ministry – we have just over a week until the break is over and the new 

school year begins. Most of  our group will be seniors this year, so pray that we will 
see many more come to faith in Jesus, and that we may support them well in their 
final year and in the transition beyond university. Pray, too, that God will send us a 
bunch of  new freshmen and sophomores. 

* Prayer Mission Team & Spring Interns – we will have a prayer team of  8 as well as 
two 1 month long interns in May. As we prepare for their arrival over the next 
month, please pray for these 10 people coming to encourage, and serve with us. 

* Bible studies – we’ll studying 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus on Sunday mornings, and I 

will also teach Mark in a small group in addition to Hiro & I continuing Luke on campus.

Your Partnership & Participation

Above: Manaka Akahoshi is now  
2 months old. She is loved and adored by 
Mommy & Daddy, and has a very special  

place in the hearts of  Uncle Joel (aka ‘Uncle 
Favourite’) and Auntie Kristin. She is excited  

to meet everyone in Canada and the US. 
Thanks for continuing to pray for her daily!

Financial support can be sent to: 

IN CANADA 

Tintern Church of  Christ, Attn: Tintern Asia Mission  
(Joel Osborne/Hiro Akahoshi) 

4359 Spring Creek Rd, Vineland, ON Canada L0R 2C0 

Phone: (905) 563-6311;    http://tinternchurchofchrist.ca/ 

Email: tinternchurchofchrist@gmail.com 

IN AMERICA 

S&R Ministries, Inc,  Attn: Joel Osborne/Hiro Akahoshi – 
Japan/Cambodia Mission 

PO Box 563, Edmond, OK 73083 

For questions or more information, please contact us at: 

Joel Osborne – joelsensei5@gmail.com 

Hiroaki Akahoshi – hxa04@acu.edu 

We can also communicate via Facetime.

JAPAN MISSION

Get Involved:Prayer

FURLOUGH AUG-OCT 2019: Reporting & Fundraising 

We (Osbornes & Akahoshis) are beginning to put together a 
schedule for our next trip to Canada & the US. There will be 
time set aside for family, and we hope to have about a week of  
rest as well, but the bulk of  our time will be sharing about how 
God is at work in Mito, Japan and Siem Reap, Cambodia with 
those who are supporting us now, and as we seek new 
partnerships in this work. 

We cannot go everywhere and see everyone as much as we 
want to, but we’d like to hear from you before we set anything 
in stone. Would you be willing to host a time in your home, 
at a restaurant, or at a church building? Would you invite 
friends to come together for a meal or for light refreshments 
or even just for a coffee? Would you help us by being 
ambassadors and gathering a few family members or friends 
to hear about our work and encourage them to partner with 
us? We would love to share, be prayed for and encouraged, and 
connect meaningfully with others during this special time. 
Please pray that God will guide us in decisions about where 
and when to go. Ask Him to open reasonably priced airfare 
and car rentals for us. 

We do love and appreciate each of  you. Thank you for having hearts 
that hunger to be involved in the mission of  God in the world, and 
your desire to see disciples of  Jesus be raised and spiritually formed. 
We honoured to partner with you and with God for the Kingdom.
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