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We have been enjoying the work that has started 

here this month. Paul has started quite a few new 

classes for the members of Haruna church of Christ. 

We have started teaching the           

congregation English hymns on Sunday morning 

before worship. For some of the songs Paul is able 

to apply a lesson for the members to think about as 

they sing the words. Our first Sunday we taught 

them “Because We Love the Lord” and “Just as I 

Am”. Surprisingly most of the congregation came 

early for the singing class and everyone (about 7-8 

people) try to sing the songs. It was very encourag-

ing to us. Over the next few Sundays we also intro-

duced: “As the Deer”, and “Jesus is Lord”.  
 

Paul has started leading a Bible class after the 

Sunday morning worship service, on the first  

Sunday of the month. We are studying the  

parables of Jesus. Overall everyone is very  

interested in studying the Bible on a more personal 

level, but during the study not many people, if any, 

speak up if they have any questions. We’ve been 

told its quite typical for Japanese to just listen. 

(Sometimes with their eyes closed.)  But the discus-

sion are getting better each class. 
  

On Wednesdays we have started our biggest task. 

A full hour of Bible study. We also sing a couple of 

the songs we’ve introduced on Sunday mornings to 

give them more practice. Wednesdays, Paul is  

going through the Book of Luke.      Cont. Pg 2 
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     We have been in Japan two months now. We are still settling in and finding ourselves in new situations. 

Overall we feel that we are adjusting quite well.  Our cultural training said that Culture Shock may not be seri-

ous until 3-6 months after arriving. We try to stay positive and not focus on the differences. A wise and good 

friend of ours gave us the advice to remember the two “A’s”. “Don’t Complain and be Critical, but Accept and 

Appreciate the differences between these two cultures.”  We are trying hard to keep these words close to our 

hearts.   Our supervisor, Brother Obata and his wife Rumiko are a constant encouragement to us.  They both 

are blessed with genuine great attitudes and desire to work.  We are still understanding our role here in Japan, 

but we have both started to discover the need for regular Bible teaching.  As we begin to teach this has also 

allowed Obata-san to focus on his work of preaching, visitation, counseling, and continued encouragement of 

new and prospective members.  We hope to encourage him as much as he does us in the coming months!  

Our first Wednesday 

 Bible  study.  

                        Oct. 7th  

Our Sunday Bible study 

for October. 

Paul teaching  a new song 

Sunday morning . Obata-san 

translating.           Oct 4th  

The song “Amazing Grace” in 

English and Japanese. It’s very 

popular in Japan among those 

that are not Christians! 

Our flowers on Sunday 

mornings. 
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With the help of Obata-san translating we can include 

everyone that wants to come. The first two classes we 

felt it was necessary to go over the relevance and im-

portance of the Bible. Paul explained to them how the 

Bible is from God, and how we can know this today. 

We received so much good feedback from everyone in 

the class. Most of the class members are Christians, 

we have one lady that is not. Her name is Junko, and 

she has been battling cancer for a long time and just 

found out that she has another type in her lower back, 

that is too dangerous to operate on. We know God has 

brought her here for a reason. We constantly pray that 

the Lord will use us to bring Junko to the truth.  
 

On the third and last Wednesday this month we had 

a new family come to the study, a woman named Mie 

and her two beautiful daughters. So Stacey had the 

chance to prepare a children’s lesson for them. The 

two young girls know little a English, but this just 

gives Stacey a chance to improve her Japanese.  
 

On Tuesday October 27, Paul had the privilege to 

give a very special and challenging service. We have 

an older couple that are members of the Church here, 

they came to Obata-san one day inquiring about tak-

ing their granddaughter to the Buddhist temple for her 

3rd birthday. It’s a part of Buddhism here to take chil-

dren to the Buddhist temple to be blessed on certain 

birthdays. In Japan a lot of those religious ceremonies 

have been engrained into the normal culture as well. 

Obata-san advised them as Christians not to take part 

of this ritual. So as a compromise Obata-san suggested 

we have a special devotional for the young girl, Cloe, 

at the church. Now this family is from Spain. The 

young girl’s mother is Japanese. Her father, Quentin,  

is a French  atheist. And of course her Japanese grand-

parents are Christians. Also the young girls grandpar-

ents from France would be coming as well. The only 

thing that was most in common was the fact that 8/10     

people of this group spoke English. So Paul was          

graciously volunteered to give this special talk. He 

spoke about Jesus growing up in Luke 2:51-52 and 

how Cloe should follow in his footsteps.  The service 

was received well and we got to sit down and have  
2 

 cake with the family afterwards. The father, Quen-

tin, told Paul he appreciated the service and that he 

had never set foot in a church before!  God is using 

us to speak to such a variety of people!  We thank 

the Lord for these opportunities which  allow us to 

be ambassadors to people we never would have met 

in America. What a blessing! 

Wednesday Bible  class with new visitors.  

Stacey , Hana, and Megu. Our young 

ones for children's Bible class. 

Paul giving a short 

devotional to Cloe 

and her family 

 

Oct. 27th  
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We have had so many opportunities to get  involved 

with our community. Last month we helped clean the 

area we live in and we were publicly introduced to the 

people in this area. Now people know we are going to 

be here for awhile, not just visiting. 
 

The weekend of October 10 & 11 we were able to 

attend a gathering for Oklahoma Christian in Mito.  

There were so many people there for different reasons. 

There were alumni, people looking at going to OC as 

a foreign exchange student, Pac Rim students, and 

teachers from Ibaraki Christian University.  It was 

nice to meet so many people. A lot of the  people are 

or were missionaries in Japan. It was a great  

chance to ask some questions. 

We also visited the Matsudo church on Sunday. This 

is where our good missionary friends Steve and  

Debbie Carrell are. Steve is the only minister there.  

We were encouraged by all the hard work  

being done there.  
 

  On Thursday October 29, I, Stacey, was invited to a 

local Kindergarten to help with an English class.  

Again it always amazes me the situations the Lord 

puts in front of us. The new family that came to our 

Wednesday night class asked if I would be interested 

in helping her teach. She also wanted to teach the chil-

dren a Bible song. She said that the Principal was 

Buddhist, but wanted the children to be exposed to 

different  religions. I can do that!  They were learning 

shapes and colors. I was excited to help them learn 

this week. I prepared a few games to play. The chil-

dren were really great.  We also sang “Jesus love the 

Little Children” because it has colors in it. They had a 

lot of fun learning the words. The younger class even 

asked me what the song was about. Wow! So we 

talked about it and then I handed out little info cards 

about the church and told the children if they wanted 

to learn more about Jesus to come.  Later the Principal 

invited Paul and I to their Christmas play. He also 

wanted to know if we would be willing to sing a 

Christian song during the play! Wow, what great op-

portunities to share God’s Word to so many people.  

Outreach in the community  

    Our contact info: 
       Paul & Stacey Herrington                                                     
       Comfort Town G                                                                    
      1519-1 Hongo-machi              
      Takasakishi, Japan 370-3334  
 
   Phone: 316-448-6010 (free from the US)  
   Email: paulstacey@herringtonjapan.com 
   Website: www.herringtonjapan.com 
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At our semi-annual cleaning 

day for Hongo-machi area. 

Sept. 27th 

Paul with Joel and John  

Osborne at the OC seminar. 

Us with our 

new friends  

Allen and 

Laura 

Thompson. 

Oct. 10th 

In Mito 

Stacey with the Kindergarten 

class. Learning shapes, colors 

and praising God. 

Oct. 29th  

Us with Steve and Debbie 

Carrell         Oct 11th  



 

 

 

 The health of Obata-san and his wife. 

 To keep studying the Japanese language and building relationships as best we can.  

 To be able to help the Christians here to understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ.  

 To step out of our comfort zone and reach out to those that God is putting in front of us.  

 The health and salvation of Junko as she is battling a very severe cancer. 

 Thanks for our Alien Registration being accepted for the next two years. 
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Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog.  
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Our Prayer Requests 

 Along with our chance to reach out to the community to spread the Gospel we’ve been able to make many 

connections with the people in our area.  

This month we’ve had so many opportunities! 

  October 18th was a day of celebration for the city of Takasaki. So we went 

with our friends Rieko and Ryosuke downtown to check out the fun. We went to 

watch some of Rieko’s students perform a type of traditional Japanese dance. It was 

a lot of fun walking around and seeing the interesting people.  

     October 22nd we took a trip to Mt. Akagi to hike and sing 

to the Lord on the mountain top. When we got there we hiked for awhile then headed back 

down for lunch. After lunch we decided to start our singing. There were a few people 

around, but we sang as loud as we could. A couple of older women were sitting next to us 

and wanted to join in, so we gave them a copy of “Amazing Grace” and they sang with us. 

Soon another lady came up to us and asked if we were singing “Amazing Grace”  and that it was one of her fa-

vorite songs. So we sang again with her.  

 October 24th we were invited to a pizza party at the chief of the community’s house. 

He  has a homemade brick pizza oven in his backyard. Cool huh? The ladies (including 

Stacey) got together early to make the pizza dough and prepare the toppings. It was a good 

chance to get to know a few of our neighbors. Since this we’ve noticed a lot more people 

that say “hi” to us on a regular basis.  It’s so important here 

to be an active part of the community. 

  October 27th we joined some of the senior members 

of the community for a special concert that Obata-san volunteered the building 

for. It was traditional Japanese singing and dancing.  

 Starting in October every Thursday we started going to a community lan-

guage class in Takasaki. It’s a very affordable way to learn Japanese one-on-one.   

 We are so thankful that our work has begun so soon and that God has led 

us to continue to grow through these opportunities.  The Haruna church of Christ 

is small now, but God is doing great things here!  Please keep us in your prayers! 

Getting to know our community  


