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  We can’t believe how beautiful it is here in Haruna this time of year. So far this is 

our favorite season. Living in Kansas we never experienced much of a Fall season. 

We were only blessed with a week or so then straight to Winter. Paul lived in White 

Plains, NY for awhile so he knows what Fall really is.  Everyday I walk around in a 

painting of mountains and trees changing to a wonderful golden, red and orange 

hue. But in the midst of all the beauty around us we have been given a task. Every-

day we are here, we are convinced we are in the right place. There are so many people 

that don't even know the meaning of the name “God” or “Jesus”. It is so humbling to 

be able to teach so many people this important Truth. We are always encouraged by 

all the wonderful letters, email, care packages and notes from our friends and family. It helps keep us focused 

on how great God is and how much people everywhere need to know His undying truth.  

   Paul was excited and a little nervous to preach his first 

full length sermon in Japanese. He has addressed the   

congregation before, like our first Sunday here, but that 

was to introduce us and give a short message. That was 

definitely a big step but this was a little different. He   

volunteered to  give the 20 to 30 minute sermon because 

Obata-san was having some medical tests done and we 

want to try to be as big a help here as we can.  It took a lot 

of thinking to decide on the topic. There are so many    

different levels of spiritual maturity here and so 

many needs.  Finally Paul decided to speak about 

who Jesus is. Brother Obata  graciously       

translated Paul’s sermon into Japanese and then 

Paul practiced it many times.  We believe it went 

well and one of the members even said Paul was 

as good as a first grader in his speech. (We both 

had to laugh at this, but it is actually a          

compliment as most of the time we probably 

speak like 2 year olds.) 

  We continue to offer a singing class on Sunday   

mornings and once a month Paul teaches a parable class after 

the worship service.  Our primary Bible study time is still 

Wednesday nights and  it has been the most effective for a 

deeper Bible study.  We also had hoped to outreach through 

this class as Paul always teaches in English with Obata-san 

translating.  We are having mixed results with the outreach, but 

the members have been coming and they are quickly getting 

used to the discussion format.  The biggest surprise was the 

children who have shown up.  One of our newest visitors     

Mie-san has been inviting many children and their parents.   

We are at  Dr. Hosoya’s 

garden just down the street 

from the church building. 

Paul preaching, in Japanese, a full 

sermon Sunday November 15th. 

Morning and Evening service. 

Paul teaching the congregation new English songs.  

Wednesday night and 

Sunday Bible studies  
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  Last month we started a children’s class on Wednes-

day nights. We needed a separate room for the kids, 

so Obata-san and I cleaned out the small office.      

Before it was primarily a storage room. Within a cou-

ple of weeks we developed a problem. We are having 

so many kids come to the Wednesday night class, that 

we outgrew the office. What an awesome problem. So 

for now we are meeting in the foyer when we have a 

full house, and some Wednesdays we only have a few 

so we meet in the office or “children’s wing,” as I like 

to call it. Some of the parents stay for the adult class, 

or stay with their children, but usually the kids are just 

dropped off for class. We have a range of 5 to 8 years 

old and one young boy is autistic. Over all they are 

pretty good kids and they always impress me with 

how fast they learn. Right now I’m enjoying trying 

lots of new teaching techniques. So far we are just stick-

ing with very simple teachings. We are learning Christian 

Vocabulary. I say “we” because I get to learn a new Japa-

nese word for every English word I give to them. We also 

play different memory games. Soon I hope to teach more 

Bible stories, as they learn more terms and my Japanese 

improves.  

   I’ve also been visiting a kindergarten near our house. I 

help Mie-san teach the kids English for an hour, once or 

twice a month.  It’s really good to be out in the           

community building relationships. We’ve taught them 

colors, shapes, Bible songs, American food and Jingle 

Bells. The principal invited us to sing for the kids at their 

Christmas Party December 24th.  
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    Our contact info: 
       Paul & Stacey Herrington                                                     
       Comfort Town G                                                                    
      1519-1 Hongo-machi              
      Takasakishi, Japan 370-3334  
 
   Phone: 316-448-6010 (free from the US)  
   Email: paulstacey@herringtonjapan.com 
   Website: www.herringtonjapan.com 

 The office at the church 

building before we decided 

to use it as a classroom. 
With Obata-san’s help we turned it 

into a nice classroom.  

Good teamwork.  

We started 

in the  

office with 

just 3 kids. 

Soon we 
grew to 7 

kids    

attending 

and had to 

move to 

the foyer.  
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     The month of November was a busy month for a lot of 

churches around Tokyo. Once again we were honored to 

be apart of various celebrations glorifying God. We at-

tended a dedication to the late missionary, O.D. Bixler. 

O.D. baptized Obata-san some 44 years ago and was a 

great mentor and well respected in the communities he lived in. He and Suzuki-

san started a children's home in Ibaraki. It has housed hundreds of children and 

also taught them God’s word and the meaning of God’s love. His son Dean Bixler came for the celebration, all the 

way from California. O.D. and his family served the Lord fervently as missionaries all over Japan for 50 years. His 

son Dean served 10 years with his family long after he grew up here. There is such a great legacy of people that 

dedicated their lives to serving God here in Japan. It is such an encouragement to hear of the wonderful way God 

has used these willing soldiers to spread His seed to so many people.   

On November 28th 

we visited the  

Ochanomizu church of 

Christ for the first 

time. This is where 

Obata-san and his family spent most of 

their lives worshiping. Obata-san 

preached here for about 40 years. Then after retiring came to Haruna. We 

were happy to meet a lot of nice people and to see the new building. It took 

about 3 years to tear down the old building and build the new one. It is an 

eight story building. With cooperation from the government Ochanomizu 

uses the top 3 floors and the bottom 5 are for a company that assists dis-

abled people. Paul liked being in one of the only high-rise churches of 

Christ he had ever seen. He said, “Only with God’s help would this be pos-

sible.” 3 

This month we also attended two building dedications. We went 

to Yokota first on November 23rd. Yokota finished building their 

new building this year. Yokota church of Christ is right across 

from the military base in town, and has quite a few American 

members attending.  

They were excited to 

start this new chapter 

in their history.  

Another spe-
cial guest was 

Joe Betts. He 

and his family 

served at the 
Ochanomizu 

church and 

taught at Ibaraki 
Christian for 

over 50 years. Joe and his wife Ruth only left 

Japan 3 1/2 years ago. He was very excited to 
be back home. It was a big encouragement to 

the congregation to see Joe again.  

Top: The Yokota group picture, which is a tradition at 

a new building dedication. Right: Stacey, Debbie & 

Steve Carrell, Rumiko-san and Ken Hysten  visiting 

after the service. Not only do we get to fellowship 

with other congregations, but it’s a chance for  area-
wide singing. It was awesome.  

The Ochanomizu  

church of Christ in Tokyo.  

Rumiko-san greeting Dean Bixler 

A Group picture of all those that  

attended the Children’s Home dedication.  
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   Junko-san has been coming to the church for about 2 months now. She stays for 

almost all the classes we offer and enjoys the singing. She has battled cancer before 

and a few months ago found out she has cancer again this time in a region in her 

back that can’t be operated on. From what we understand its terminal. We continue 

to ask for your prayers as she goes through the treatments and doctor appointments. 

Also that Obata-san, Paul and I can be an encouragement and help to guide her to 

the truth. We’ve had a few conversations with Junko-san and Obata-san has talked 

to her before about baptism. In November she was admitted to the hospital for 3 

weeks for a treatment. We went and visited her a few times and even sang her fa-

vorite song “Amazing Grace”. Later she told us that a lot of people heard our song 

and asked her lots of questions. We know she is thinking about God and what her  

future will be. We hope and pray that she will find the truth.  
 We hosted an American BBQ for some of the wonderful people 

that gave us things for our house. Paul gathered together the most 

American style meats he could find in all of Takasaki, we bor-

rowed Obata-san charcoal grill and made a real American BBQ. 

We had hamburgers with all the fixings, barbeque chicken, broc-

coli salad, and macaroni and cheese (from scratch). Paul found 

some hot dogs for the event, but when he was opening them to put 

on the grill one of our guests said, “Hey, you like fish sausage 

too?” Oops. I guess we should read the label more carefully, just 

because it looks like something doesn't mean that’s what it is.  

Junko-san holding her Bible 

cover she cross-stitched!  

KANPAI!! (cheers!) 
Noguchi-san, Rumiko-san, Itabashi-san 

and Miyazaki-san sitting waiting for  

Paul’s delicious BBQ 

Paul and 

Shimakata-san 

after dinner 

enjoying a good 

conversation.  

Miyazaki-san 

and Itabashi-

san watching 

Paul prepare 

this American 
meal.  

Happy and full of BBQ.  

Enjoying brownies for dessert 

Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog.  

Shimakata-san in front of one of 

his best Flower arrangements 
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 The health of Obata-san and his wife Rumiko-san. 

 To keep studying the Japanese language and building relationships as best we can.  

 To be able to help the Christians here to understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ.  

 To step out of our comfort zone and reach out to those that God is putting in front of us.  

 The health and salvation of Junko as she is battling a very severe cancer. 

 To help us through the coming holiday season.  
 

Our Prayer Requests 

Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog.  

   We had a wonderful Thanks-

giving holiday this year. We had a 

fun time trying to find all the in-

gredients we wanted for a traditional meal. One 

day we drove around for 3 hours to find a store 

that sold imported goods. It was worth it. We 

found a turkey! It was 5.6lbs and cost $20. Along 

with the turkey we had  mashed potatoes, green 

beans, deviled eggs, rolls, cranberry sauce, stuff-

ing, gravy, and pumpkin pie. It was delicious. We 

had a great time making everything from scratch. 

We bought the rolls and cranberry sauce. We in-

vited Mr. & Mrs. Obata, Rieko and Ryosuke. The     

Obatas hadn’t had a Thanksgiving meal in over 40 

years, it had been 14 years for Rieko, and Ryosuke 

had never had such a meal before. We had fun 

sharing this tradition of thanks with them. Even 

though we couldn’t be in the U.S. to share with 

our family, God gave us a bigger family to        

celebrate with.  

Hope you have a great holiday season too! 

One of our members Amy Ives teaches at 

a University in Gunma not to far from  

Takasaki. The Obatas, Matsumotos (a 

young couple from church) and us went to 

the universities International festival. We 
found lots of interesting things to eat and 

a few things to buy. 

We have accom-

panied Obata-san 

a few times during 

his visits to 

friends in the hospital. 
This is Nishinome-san. 

His daughter and her 

family visit Haruna 

church of Christ when 

they come to Japan.  

Nishinome-san is out of 

the hospital now and 

recovering very well.  

We went to cheer on Rieko and her 

students at a city-wide English 

speech contest. We helped the girls 

with their papers and Stacey recorded 

their speeches so they could hear a 
native English speaker pronounce the 

words. One of the girls won first 

place another third out of about 20 

students. They both went on to  

compete in the Prefectural contest.  


