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    It’s official! Paul is preaching once a month in Japanese. He enjoys 

writing out the sermon in English and with a lot of Obata-san’s help 

they translate it into Japanese. Then Paul practices until he is comfort-

able enough to give it to the congregation. This month he preached 

on Sunday the 27th. The last Sunday of the month. He decided to 

preach on renewing our commitment to God this next year. For those 

not yet Christians, he charged them to seek God diligently until 

they find an answer.  It’s hard to judge the reaction of the con-

gregation, but one of our members told Paul, “I thought you 

were talking about me!” That’s is exactly what Paul needed to 

hear. We really want the congregation to apply all of the sermons 

personally.  One of our biggest goals here is to help unite this 

body of believers into a church that serves God whole heartedly.  

   

   December’s parable class was taught on the Prodigal Son. What a 

powerful parable! The class participated so well. They really enjoyed 

going through the text and understanding how it applied to them-

selves. It’s awesome to watch them take an active part in the study.  

   The last Sunday of the month we had a few guests join us for  

singing class. Just across the road of the church building a group 

of people were constructing a very tall stack of bamboo with a  

Daruma doll on the top. It was part of a Buddhist New Years celebra-

tion. On January 11th they will light it on fire and you are suppose to 

write your wishes in a piece of paper and throw it into the fire so it 

will come true. So while the adults were working, Paul invited the 

children in to sing with us. They asked their parents and joined us.  

We enjoyed the opportunity to teach some Christian songs and it was 

great to hear the children sing songs of praise to God, the one true 

God.  

We wish you Merry Christmas We wish you Merry Christmas We wish you Merry Christmas    

and A Happy New Year!!and A Happy New Year!!and A Happy New Year!!   
 

   It’s Christmas time in Japan. This is our first time ever being away from 

home during the holiday season. So far we are doing well.  We made it 

through our first Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years with the help 

of our wonderful friends in Japan and the love and support from our 

friends and family in America. We look forward to the new year and all 

the wonderful people and opportunities God will bring us in Japan! 
Paul and I on top of Mt. Haruna looking 

at the lights below, on the lake. 
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Paul teaching  the 

song “Deep and 

Wide” to the kids 

Sunday Morning. 

Daruma doll 



   We are continuing to offer a children’s class along side 

the adult Bible class on Wednesday evenings. I (Stacey) 

usually have any where from 2 to 7 kids show up. So de-

pending on the size of the class I change the focus of 

class just a little. This month we had a low attendance all 

month. One Wednesday we didn't have any children. 

Most were sick and a few had school activities early the 

next morning. This Wednesday we just had Hana-chan, 

Megu-chan, and Tasuku-kun they all know a lot more 

English than most of the other children. So we practiced 

writing our words. They are such great kids and so eager to 

learn. I enjoy my time with them.  

  On Dec. 7th, I (Paul) attended a 2 day preachers    

meeting in Hakone with Brother Obata and many of the 

other preachers in Japan.  This was the first night Stacey 

and I had spent apart since coming to Japan.  We went 

to a Hotel that had an “Onsen” (hot springs bath.)  The 

focus of the meeting was to study about the roots of 

the Restoration movement and some preachers from 

the “Christian church” also attended. We learned about 

our common roots together and worshipped together 

(in acappella.)  In the evening most of the preachers and 

missionaries all went to the hot springs bath.  It’s a kind 

of community bath divided by gender, where you wash 

first and then then get in the natural hot springs water 

to soak after you are clean.  It was a very different      

experience but many of the Japanese men compli-

mented me on being brave enough to try out the      

experience.  The Japanese believe that this kind of      

fellowship removes all barriers.  Well there were             

definitely were not any “barriers,” enough said. The 

meeting itself was very informative and one of the mis-

sionaries even translated for me.  The bath was a relax-

ing experience and the mountains we were in were 

beautiful.  It was good to spend some time with just the 

men for a few days but even better to be back at home. 

Preacher’s Meeting 
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Children’s class Hana-chan helping 

her little sister Megu-

chan write the word 

GOD. We had a lot of 

fun and the girls and 

Tasuku-kun are such 

great students.  

Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog. 

All the attendees of the Preachers Meeting 

Top Left: Paul with Steve 

Carrell (Missionary) and 

Masanobu Nonogaki 

(Minister Yokota),        

Left: Paul with Tadayoshi     

Aikawa (Friend and church 

historian) 



Community Children’s ministry 

 This month we were able to go to the kindergarten a lot. 

Paul joined me December 3rd. We wanted to introduce the 

kids to Paul. The kids loved him! We continued with 

what they were working on. American food! Something 

we know a lot about. We made up a game where they 

had to order from a menu and tell the waiter what they 

wanted in English. It was cute. Most of the kids ordered 

hot dogs and usually ordered 3 at a time. We had fun 

interacting with them.  

   On Saturday December 5th we returned to the 

school for the kids’ Christmas Play. When we walked 

into the room a lot of the kids started yelling our 

names. They were excited to see us. The kids sang 

“Winter Wonderland” and acted out “Snow White and the 

Seven Dwarves” and “ The Nutcracker.” It was so cute in Japa-

nese. One thing that was really different was all of the audi-

ence was sitting on the floor. They had a floor heater, so it 

was nice and toasty, but something completely different than 

an American school.  

   Then December 24th we attended the classes’ Christmas 

Party. We went to the school and sang “Amazing Grace,” 

“Silent Night,” “Jingle Bells,” 

and  “Rudolph the Red Nosed 

Reindeer” for them.  Most of 

the kids sang with us in Japa-

nese. And then we taught them 

the song “Deep and Wide” with 

the actions. We explained to 

the kids it 

is a song 

about  

Jesus’ love 

for us, its 

deep and 

wide! 
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    Our contact info: 
       Paul & Stacey Herrington                                                     
       Comfort Town G                                                                    
      1519-1 Hongo-machi              
      Takasakishi, Japan 370-3334  
 

   Phone: 316-448-6010 (free from the US)  
   Email: paulstacey@herringtonjapan.com 
   Website: www.herringtonjapan.com 

Paul joins us for  

English class at the  

Kindergarten. 

Teaching the 

kids how to  

order food in 

English.  

Top: The kids telling the story of 

“Snow White”. Right: And 

singing “Winter Wonderland.” 

The kids’ version of   

“The Nutcracker”  

In Japanese 

Singing at the 

 kindergarten  

for the kids.  



Christmas with Haruna church of Christ 

      On December 23rd we were able to join Haruna church of Christ’s 5th 

annual Christmas concert. Six years ago Obata-san met Odawara-sensei and 

he told her about a dream. A dream to offer a beautiful musical concert to 

the community in Haruna. He would invite the people into the building to 

share a night of music and hopefully they would come back to see 

more about how a Christian worships God. This year we had a great 

response. We offered a children’s concert in the afternoon. Obata-san 

read them a Christmas story, and then we sang a few Christmas songs 

together. And then Odawara-sensei (violin & viola),  Sekimoto-sensei 

(bassoon), and Yamaya-sensei (piano) played a few songs for the chil-

dren. It was wonderful. Then that evening the rest of the people 

joined us. We sang a few Christmas songs together and a few 

Christian songs. Obata-san gave a short sermon to the audience 

and then everyone enjoyed the music. We had a lot of people talk 

to us and a few said that they wanted to come back to our 

Wednesday evening classes.  

 Our Christmas this year was, to say the least, a little different. It 

was a new adventure for us to celebrate Christmas eve and 

Christmas Day by ourselves. Christmas in Japan is celebrated like 

Valentines day is in America. You see decorations and maybe a few 

people go all out and hang up lights or exchange gifts. We went 

shopping Christmas eve and even did a little urban evangelism at a 

few shops. Hopefully we will have some new visitors after the New year! We 

spent Christmas day opening a few small presents from each other and a 

few presents from family. Then we made some cookies and delivered them 

as gifts to our friends in the local neighborhood. We finished the day at 

home. It was a good day, but we were a little sad not to have family 

crammed into our house waiting to eat while the little nieces and nephews 

asked to open presents. Since we still wanted to share this holiday with  

others we invited the church members over to our house for a Herrington     

Christmas Party.  We also hoped to encourage their relationships to grow. 

 December 26th we expected everyone around 4:00pm. I was getting 

nervous when 4:00 rolled around and no one was here. About 10 after 

4:00 the Obatas arrived and soon everyone came one by one. I guess its an 

unspoken custom to show up 5-10 minutes late to a party. After everyone 

settled in we ate a wonderful meal and played a few fun games. Paul made 

an amazing pineapple ham! Everyone had a great time. It was nice to see 

people laughing and having fun like a family. 
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Our first 

Christmas 

in Japan! 
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Our family at Haruna church of Christ. 

Our Christmas Tree 

on Christmas  

morning.  

The wonderful people that brought 

beautiful music to Haruna.  

Odawara-sensei 
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 The health of Obata-san and his wife. 

 To keep studying the Japanese language and building relationships as best we can.  

 To be able to help the Christians here to understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ. 

 To step out of our comfort zone and reach out to those that God is putting in front of us.  

 The health and salvation of Junko as she is battling a very severe cancer. 

 Prayers for wisdom as we plan new ways of outreach in 2010.  

 

Our Prayer Requests 

Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog.  

In the community 
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We went to Mt. Haruna to 

see the awesome light  

display that is built every 

year for Christmas.  

It was beautiful.  

Rumiko-san, Matsumoto-san and myself 

went to a craft fair in Maebashi.  We had 

a lot of fun making different things with 

a special paper called “Sakura”, and 

 getting to know each other better.  

Paul has been able to use some of his tech            

experience lately. He installed wireless internet in the 

church building which will help us work there more 

effectively.  Obata-san’s computer’s power supply 

also died this month.   We scoured the local recycle 

shops and Paul found a great deal on a part and re-

paired it!  He was also able to help Junko-san setup a 

new laptop she bought and then helped her setup a 

blog.  She is in and out of the hospital and wanted a 

way to keep everyone posted on her health.  You can 

take the boy away from the geeks, but you can’t take 

the geek out of the boy! 

Junko-san  


