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The work in Haruna 

February 2010  

  Paul spends a lot of his time now preparing lessons for our classes 

at church. This month Paul preached the 3rd sermon in his series on 

“What is the Church?” He focused on the understanding that the 

Church is the body of Christ here on Earth and its’ primary purpose is 

to continue the work of Jesus here on Earth.  It tied in nicely with an 

encouragement to all the members to really work together to pre-

pare for this upcoming Gospel Meeting.  Its slow work sometimes, 

but great when we get to see results.  We are slowly seeing people 

step into new service opportunities.  The Lord is at work! 

   John was able to fly into Narita airport on February 28th and 

then he took the train to Takasaki. He arrived in Takasaki station at 

6:30 that Sunday. So I (Stacey) went and picked him up all by myself. 

We rushed back and made it just in time for evening service. Paul 

was preaching and he really wanted his brother to meet the congre-

gation and hear him preach. We made an English transcript for him 

to follow along with Paul’s Japanese. We had the biggest attendance 

ever for Haruna church. We had 16 people at evening service. We 

stayed and had more birthday cake 

together and then off to bed. Over 

the next two days we showed John 

Mt. Haruna and Obata-san took us 

all to his friend’s restaurant by     

Haruna lake. It was delicious. We 

showed John a few more sites 

around our little town and on 

Wednesday he headed back home. 

It was such an encouragement to have John in our home and to be 

able to show him around our new neighborhood and community.    

   We have had another wonderful month here in Japan. We have 

been very busy this month with a couple of things. We are getting 

ready for the first Gospel Meeting in this area. We had Paul’s brother 

John, come for a short visit. He was on a business trip to China and it 

worked out for him to have a 4 day layover in Japan on his way home. 

So Paul was able to spend his birthday and a few extra days with one 

of his brothers. We are so thankful for the many ways God has looked 

out for us and given us encouragement when we need it the most. 

Rom 8:31......... "If God be for us, who can be against us?  
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Our first big snow in Haruna.  

Looking out our back window.  

Paul preaching on 

February 28th. 

Sunday afternoon Bible study.  

Many lunches with the congregation and visitors . 



    Also we have enjoyed watching all the people that attend 

church here beginning to get involved with each other. 

Every Saturday we have invited the members to join us to 

clean the building. Obata-san has done this for the last 7 

years. Until a few months ago he usually cleaned it by him-

self. In the last few months more and more members have 

come on a fairly regular basis to help clean. This is so won-

derful to see the members sacrificing their own time to help 

the church. We hope to keep encouraging more activities 

like this.  

   One of our members, Mrs. Nakasone, is a shodo 

(Japanese Calligraphy)  teacher. She has offered to teach 

us the proper way of shodo in exchange for teaching her 

and her husband more about the Bible. She said it jokingly 

but we think it’s a good way to build our relationships and 

get to know each other better.  So far we have had one Bible 

study and two shodo classes. We look forward to building 

our relationships with those in Christ’s Body. 

    We were able to do a lot of activities this month with some 

of our friends. First we had the Brown family over for dinner 

and to make sugar cookies. The girls really enjoyed making a 

mess and trying to outdo Paul’s cookies. It’s funny 

to see the girls reactions to a simple sugar cookie.  

Many desserts here in Japan are not as sweet so 

they were very impressed with the sweet snacks.           

  This month we also were able to finally use 

one of my Christmas presents. Paul had gotten 

tickets to see a Japanese Wizard of Oz musical.  

We invited our friends Steve & Debbie Carrell 

along with us. I think it was a children’s play, but 

we enjoyed watching and hearing all the children laughing. 

Afterwards we talked to a few children and their parents. 

They were really excited when we told them Paul and I were 

from Kansas like Dorothy was.  We were asked to take a pic-

ture with one little girl.  We happily complied!  

Our friends  
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The Church  

Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog. 

Steve & Debbie Carrell came over 

for dinner after the show.  

The Japanese version of 

The Wizard of Oz. 

Mie-san, 

Megu-chan, 

Hana-chan,  

& Paul decorat-

ing cookies.  

Paul and Mr. Kobayashi helping clean the building  

Mrs. Naka-

sone teaching 

me Japanese 

Calligraphy.  
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   Our biggest news for the month is the work that has taken place on the upcoming Gospel Meeting.  

On March 17th, 18th and 19th we will be hosting Haruna’s first Gospel Meeting.  Our theme will be 

“The Abundant Life” John 10:10 "The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they 

may have life, and have it abundantly"  

 Derin Dopps and Tim O'Neal are coming from Northside church of Christ in Wichita, Kansas. 

They are coming to Japan for 5 days on their way home from mission work in the Philippines.  Derin, 

Tim and Paul will be speaking one of the three nights to a variety of listeners. Obata-san has never 

had the man power to support a Gospel meeting before and is looking forward to seeing how the 

community receives it. So please pray for the hearts of those in Haruna and the surrounding cities. 

Paul and I designed a flyer for the meeting.  (Which is attached on pages 4 and 5.) The congregation 

has passed out about 2,000 flyers door to door and any business that will allow us to display a flyer. 

We are hoping to have at least 50 people each night. We will give each person that comes a packet of 

information about the Church and we will give everyone a copy of the New Testament Japanese Bible. 

Each night the men will talk about a different aspect of the “Abundant Life.” Derin and Tim will speak 

in English and Obata-san will translate. Paul will be speaking in Japanese. After each talk we will pro-

vide snacks and tea for the audience and to have a chance to talk to those that come and give them 

an opportunity to ask any questions they may have.  

 The congregation has pulled together for this meeting like never before.  Almost every member 

has played a part in distributing the flyers.  We are also hoping Mrs. Nakasone will use her calligraphy 

skills to make a large banner for us.  We are encouraging 

everyone to participate in all 3 nights of the talks, and to 

really encourage those who come.  We still have a lot to 

do to prepare for the men staying here and getting the 

word out.  

Special Prayer requests for this meeting: 

 Derin & Tim's preparation for their trip to the Philip-

pines and Japan.  

 The congregation at Haruna church of Christ to provide as much support as they can to this out-

reach and be able to join in this work as the Body of Christ. 

 Obata-san, that he may be able to translate everything with as little stress as possible. 

 That we may be able to get the congregation involved and get all the preparations here done.  

Takasaki.  

The city we have invited to this meeting. 

The GOSPEL MEETING 



    Our contact info: 
       Paul & Stacey Herrington                                                     
       Comfort Town G                                                                    
      1519-1 Hongo-machi              
      Takasakishi, Japan 370-3334  
 

   Phone: 316-448-6010 (free from the US)  
   Email: paulstacey@herringtonjapan.com 
   Website: www.herringtonjapan.com 
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This is a English copy of the flyer we and 

all the members of Haruna church of Christ 

passed out all over Haruna and Takasaki. 

We have delivered over 2,000 flyers so far. 

And over the next few weeks we hope to 

pass out the last 1,000 flyers. We are so ex-

cited to see who the Lord will bring to this 

meeting.  



 

 The health of Obata-san and his wife. 

 To keep studying the Japanese language and building relationships as best we can.  

 To be able to help the Christians here to understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ. 

 The health and salvation of Junko as she is battling a very severe cancer. 

 The Gospel meeting in March with guest speakers: Derin Dopps and Tim O’Neal. 

 A new couple has contacted us about Bible Study, this is our first one on one opportunity! 

Our Prayer Requests 

Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog.  

4 

The Japanese flyers that we distributed.  

Almost everyone 

that helped pass 

our flyers door to 

door around the 

Church and other 

neighborhoods in 

our area.  

Rieko-san & Ryosuke-san  

Lee-san  
Paul  

Planning the flyer 

distribution 

 (In picture :Obata

-san, Rumiko-san, 

& Obata-san’s 

sister.) 

Stacey  


