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The Gospel Meeting was a success!  
We are so happy to bring you a great report about the work being 

done this last month of March. In the month of March we (the church) 

hosted Haruna „s first Gospel Meeting. Two men, Derin Dopps and Tim 

O'Neal, from Northside church of Christ came to Japan on their way 

home from mission work in the Philippines. We planned a 3 night 

meeting with Derin, Tim, and Paul speaking each night about the 

Abundant Life. Also while the guys were here we visited the kindergar-

ten, Junko-san in the hospital, and several of Obata-san‟s friends.  
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Preparations were finished  
    The last couple weeks before the 

meeting the church pulled together and 

finished all the preparations that needed 

to be done before Derin and Tim arrived. 

We rearranged the inside of the building 

a little, Obata-san made a podium so 

that there would be two when a       

translator would be needed. We filed  

together our welcome packets for      

visitors to receive each night, and made 

a sign that could be seen from the road 

to remind neighbors of the meeting.  It 

felt good to have all these little things 

done and ready to proceed to the big 

three nights. Now all we had to do was 

pray. Pray that the 3,000 flyers made it to 

those that needed to hear God‟s word 

and give people the confidence to be 

able to walk through a church door just 

to explore their curiosity about     

Christianity.  

Tim O’Neal, Paul and Derin Dopps.  

After the first evening of the  

Gospel Meeting.  

            Nakasone-san and Stacey making the 

sign for the front of the building.  

Getting 75 Japanese New Testament Bibles ready to 

pass out at the Gospel Meeting. Inside were the 

songs to be sung that night and info about the 

church and worship services.    

The new podium Obata-san 

made for the meeting. 



Wednesday evening Derin 

spoke in English and Obata-san 

translated. He answered the 

question, “What is the Abundant 

Life?”. We had a total of 27 peo-

ple attend that night.  15 were 

visitors.  Most everyone stayed 

afterwards to talk and ask ques-

tions.  

Three nights of encouragement for Haruna March 2010  
    Tim and Derin arrived Tuesday the 16th and enjoyed a 3 hour drive from the airport to Haruna. We were 

so excited for them to be in our home. We enjoyed a meal at home that night and the guys showed us all the 

pictures and video that they had taken so far from their mission trip to the Philippines.  From there on we 

had a tight schedule to keep. We really wanted to show them around Haruna and give them a feel for where 

we live. Wednesday evening was the first night of the Meeting. We arrived at the church building early to 

practice singing. Each night Derin, Tim, Paul and I sang a song to start the evening. Then we would all sing 

Amazing Grace together with those that attended.  
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Thursday evening Tim spoke 

about “How to find the Abun-

dant Life”. Again we had a 

great turn out. We welcomed 

29 people to hear Tim‟s mes-

sage. And again we stayed until 

11:00 pm talking to those that 

had questions.  

    Most of the crowd, were people that we have met over the last 6 months here and were  coming to show 

their support to Paul. We had so many nice comments from those that came and a Bible study has been 

started with one woman that was brought to tears every night. Her name is Asa-san. She has eagerly 

started her journey to finding the Truth! We pray that we can help her on this journey to find God!   

On Friday evening Paul 

brought the final message to 

the people in Japanese, “The 

Abundant Life is for you!” We 

were happy to see so many 

familiar faces among the 30 

people that came.  



March 2010  
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Paul and Obata-san ready to see who God 

brings through those doors.  

Derin speaking to Asa-san after each night of the meeting. Rieko-san translated and 

was so helpful to Derin.  

Tim speaking to one of Obata-san’s friends. Mr. and Mrs.       

Shimizu are Buddhist. Mr. Shimizu is a Buddhist priest.        

They came all three nights and really enjoyed talking to          

Tim afterwards.  

Talking about where they both 

have traveled. 

Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog. 



Our busy week  March 2010  
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Our contact info: 
       Paul & Stacey Herrington                                                     
       Comfort Town G                                                                    
      1519-1 Hongo-machi              
      Takasakishi, Japan 370-3334  
 

   Phone: 316-448-6010 (free from the US)  
   Email: paulstacey@herringtonjapan.com 
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Our usual Wednesday morning meeting.  

Derin , Tim & Obata-san  

Saying good-bye at the airport. 

Visiting Junko-san with the 

guys. Junko-san’s sister was 

there also. Junko-san was so 

excited to meet Tim and 

Derin. She was too sick to 

attend the meeting. 

Derin, Paul, Stacey, & Tim in front of Mt. Haruna.  

Friday we went to lunch at Lake Haruna.  

Left: Video Skyping with the 

Loft 252 class at Northside 

church of Christ. They had a 

lot of great questions to ask 

us and the Obatas.   

Derin, Obata-san, and Tim at a rest-stop on 

their way to Haruna from the airport.  

Derin and Paul invited this lady, Eimiko-san, to the 

meeting. She came on Thursday night and really en-

joyed Tim’s speech on How to find the Abundant 

Life.   



Visiting the Kindergarten  
March 2010  

    On Thursday we arranged for the guys to be able to visit the kids at the kindergarten. The Principal was so 

happy to have more American visitors. The kids loved Tim and Derin. Paul, Tim, and Derin helped the kids 

learn some new animals in English. The 3 of them made animal noises and the kids had to guess what     

animal they were. Most of the kids got it right, but it took them a little while to remember the English name. 

After playing this game the kids got to show Tim and Derin how good they were at singing “Deep and 

Wide” The kids did great. It has been awhile since we sang that song with them, but they still remembered 

the words. What amazing kids. They learn so fast and it‟s great to see how much they really do remember 

and understand of our English Bible songs we teach them. Paul and I have recently been invited to start   

visiting the kids on a more regular basis and we plan to teach them more about God‟s word.  
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Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog. 

Paul, Tim and Derin teaching the 

kids the song “Deep and Wide”.  

The kids had to guess what 

animal the guys sounded like.  



 

 The health of Obata-san and his wife. 

 To keep studying the Japanese language and building relationships as best we can.  

 To be able to help the Christians here to understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ. 

 The health and salvation of Junko as she is battling a very severe cancer. 

 A new couple has contacted us about Bible Study, this is our first one on one opportunity! 

 Thanks be to God for a great turn out for the Gospel Meeting and a new Bible study with Asa-san. 

 For the hearts of those that attended the Gospel Meeting to seek God.  

 For Ryosuke’s new job and that he will one day obey the Gospel.  

Our Prayer Requests 

March 2010  

6 

HHHERRINGTONSERRINGTONSERRINGTONS   INININ   HARUNAHARUNAHARUNA   

The work in Haruna 
    Paul preached again on the last Sunday of 

the month.  This time he taught about the 

Church‟s responsibility in “Seeking and Saving 

the Lost.”  It was a perfect follow-up to the  

Gospel Meeting.  He also lead the entire service 

by himself in Japanese as practice for anytime 

that Mr. Obata would need to be absent. 

      Another of our friends is moving away. 

Ryosuke recently graduated from college with 

his Masters degree in Mechanical Engineering 

and received a job at Honda Motor Company. 

For the next 10 months he will be living about 

6 hours away and won‟t have a car. He was 

hired as an engineer, but to teach him more 

about the company, all new employees are  

expected to start at the bottom to learn how 

every part of the company runs. We hope to 

get to see him about once a month.  

      This last week in March is Graduation time 

in Japan for all schools. We were especially sad 

to hear that the older class of kids we visit at 

the kindergarten will be moving to the next 

school. And not all of them will go to the same 

school.  We told them all if they see us around 

town to make sure and say “Hi”. They were a 

really good bunch of kids. So in a few weeks we 

will get to meet a whole new class of children.  Paul giving the  kids “high-fives”. 

In Japanese its called  “high-touch” 

Some of the girls from the graduat-

ing class. They love getting their 

picture taken.  

Paul, Stacey, Rieko, & Ryosuke 

Flowers from Shimakata-san.  

Magnolias, Peach flowers, & 

Snow willow were beautiful.   


