
March 2010  
The Gospel Meeting was a success!  
We are so happy to bring you a great report about the work being 

done this last month of March. In the month of March we (the church) 

hosted Haruna ôs first Gospel Meeting. Two men, Derin Dopps and Tim 

O'Neal, from Northside church of Christ came to Japan on their way 

home from mission work in the Philippines. We planned a 3 night 

meeting with Derin, Tim, and Paul speaking each night about the 

Abundant Life. Also while the guys were here we visited the kindergar-

ten, Junko-san in the hospital, and several of Obata-sanõs friends.  
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Preparations were finished  
    The last couple weeks before the 

meeting the church pulled together and 

finished all the preparations that needed 

to be done before Derin and Tim arrived. 

We rearranged the inside of the building 

a little, Obata-san made a podium so 

that there would be two when a       

translator would be needed. We filed  

together our welcome packets for      

visitors to receive each night, and made 

a sign that could be seen from the road 

to remind neighbors of the meeting.  It 

felt good to have all these little things 

done and ready to proceed to the big 

three nights. Now all we had to do was 

pray. Pray that the 3,000 flyers made it to 

those that needed to hear Godõs word 

and give people the confidence to be 

able to walk through a church door just 

to explore their curiosity about     

Christianity.  

Tim OôNeal, Paul and Derin Dopps.  

After the first evening of the  

Gospel Meeting.  

            Nakasone-san and Stacey making the 

sign for the front of the building.  

Getting 75 Japanese New Testament Bibles ready to 

pass out at the Gospel Meeting. Inside were the 

songs to be sung that night and info about the 

church and worship services.    

The new podium Obata-san 

made for the meeting. 



Wednesday  evening Derin 

spoke in English and Obata-san 

translated. He answered the 

question, òWhat is the Abundant 

Life?ó. We had a total of 27 peo-

ple attend that night.  15 were 

visitors.  Most everyone stayed 

afterwards to talk and ask ques-

tions.  

Three nights of encouragement for Haruna March 2010  
    Tim and Derin arrived Tuesday the 16th and enjoyed a 3 hour drive from the airport to Haruna. We were 

so excited for them to be in our home. We enjoyed a meal at home that night and the guys showed us all the 

pictures and video that they had taken so far from their mission trip to the Philippines.  From there on we 

had a tight schedule to keep. We really wanted to show them around Haruna and give them a feel for where 

we live. Wednesday evening was the first night of the Meeting. We arrived at the church building early to 

practice singing. Each night Derin, Tim, Paul and I sang a song to start the evening. Then we would all sing 

Amazing Grace together with those that attended.  
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Thursday  evening Tim spoke 

about òHow to find the Abun-

dant Lifeó. Again we had a 

great turn out. We welcomed 

29 people to hear Timõs mes-

sage. And again we stayed until 

11:00 pm talking to those that 

had questions.  

    Most of the crowd, were people that we have met over the last 6 months here and were  coming to show 

their support to Paul. We had so many nice comments from those that came and a Bible study has been 

started with one woman that was brought to tears every night. Her name is Asa-san. She has eagerly 

started her journey to finding the Truth! We pray that we can help her on this journey to find God!   

On Friday evening Paul 

brought the final message to 

the people in Japanese, òThe 

Abundant Life is for you!ó We 

were happy to see so many 

familiar faces among the 30 

people that came.  
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Paul and Obata-san ready to see who God 

brings through those doors.  

Derin speaking to Asa-san after each night of the meeting. Rieko-san translated and 

was so helpful to Derin.  

Tim speaking to one of Obata-sanôs friends. Mr. and Mrs.       

Shimizu are Buddhist. Mr. Shimizu is a Buddhist priest.        

They came all three nights and really enjoyed talking to          

Tim afterwards.  

Talking about where they both 

have traveled. 

Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog.  


