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May/June Calendar       Pray for these upcoming events… 

Into His Hands 
Monthly Mission Prayer List for Joel Osborne  Vol. 3, Issue 2 

a prayer from 
psalm 96 

Ascribe to the LORD, O families of 
nations, ascribe to the LORD glory 
and strength. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due 
his name; bring an offering and 
come into his courts. 

Worship the LORD in the splendor 
of his holiness; tremble before him, 
all the earth. 
 

God, we pray that              
Your Name would be glorified 
by people from every nation, 
tribe, tongue and generation.  

Guide us with wisdom           
to use every aspect of our lives 

in mission in the places       
You have placed us. 

Overflowing with Thanksgiving 
For all of your prayers during the transition between Sendai 
and Mito, I am truly thankful.  I would ask you to continue to 
pray for Sendai church as its future is greatly uncertain.  Gaku, 
Sasha and I are settling into Mito and finding our place in the 
church and in the community.  There are many adjustments but 
we feel incredibly blessed by God.  I am so glad to be here, and 
anticipate God’s activity in my life and ministry (I already am 
experiencing it!).  I feel prayed for by Mito church and I thank 
you for your continued faithfulness in prayer too. 

Nationwide Ministers 
Workshop – June 1-3 

This year’s theme is on 
discipleship.  I will be 
leading the Friday 
morning devotional time. 

Crimsen & Saprina visit 
– June 7-23 

Atsushi, Sasha and I  will 
hold a retreat with the 

foreigners. 

YC Choir Reunion – 
June 25-27 

Before my family reunion, 
I will gather with friends 
at York College for a choir 
reunion.  Since I can’t go 
to Homecoming (10 years) 
I’m even more excited! 

AET Retreat – June 18-19 

Preaching on Acts 5 – 
June 6 

Passion Conference & 
Concert – May 22 

Me with the ‘Tsuneki boys’ at Hitachi Seaside Park 

Plum blossoms take center stage 
in Mito’s Spring 
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Pray for Mito City 
With a population of 265 000 people, we seek God’s 
power and wisdom so that we may be witnesses in 

this city of his gospel at work in our lives. 

Pray for Mito Church 
The church is entering into a time of transition in many 
ways.  We need the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Our 
spiritual theme this year is “Growing Deeper, Going 
Beyond” from the scripture Acts 1:8.  Atsushi and I are 
preaching through the books of Acts.  I especially seek 
prayers for my role with the young people, and how to 
minister to them and how to disciple them. 

Pray for Gaku 
 We praise God for blessing Gaku with 2 jobs.  Gaku 
has said many times that he feels God’s blessing resting 
on him and I see him growing deeper spiritually 
through his worship and fellowship here.  He also said 
relationships with his family are getting stronger. 

Pray for Ibaraki Christian University 
 Located in nearby Omika, I will make the 30 minute 
journey every Tuesday to be on campus.  Ask God to 
bless relationships being built with students, several of 
whom are from Mito, and with faculty.  I spoke in 
chapel on May 12, and also helped students share 
about Cambodia during chapel in April.  I am also 
hoping to study the Bible each week with Takumi. 

Pray for Saki 
 We celebrate with God that Saki has given her life into 
Jesus’ hands!  Saki was baptized on May 16.  May she 

continue to grow and blossom in her faith and in her 
life as a disciple of Jesus.  Saki first did LST on campus 
at IC, and has been active in cell group there.  She has 
come to Cambodia and SE Asia with me three times 
(March 2009/2010 and August 2009), and she has been 
very active in helping to collect funds for the children. 

APR/MAY 2010 INTO HIS HANDS 

(Above) downtown Mito 
(Below)  Children at Mito Church with their parents & 
bible school teachers during the Children’s Blessing 

(Above) Gaku & I 
(Left) Takumi 
(Below)  Saki & I 
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Work Related Prayer Requests 
* Eiko Yamazaki – one of the sweet ladies in the 

church is struggling with lung cancer.  Many of us 
pray for her at noon each day, and ask God to heal 

her.  If you would, please join us in praying for her 
every day at noon. 

* Japanese Youth – recently, I’ve studied about 

youth culture and I also spend quite a bit of time 
with youth in Japan.  Please pray that this 
generation, which has a heartfelt desire to live a 

meaningful life and to have a purpose will discover a 
purpose in Jesus Christ.  We pray that a new 

generation of spiritual leadership will grow and 
surpass what we’ve already seen. 

* Thanksgiving – I give thanks to God for being 

part of a church (and especially its leadership) that 
desires to be a praying church, and one that is 

released and submissive to God’s will and work in 
our lives. 

* Sasha’s support – she is still lacking some support, 

and I would like us to redouble our efforts to pray 
for her in this way. 

* Growing – Mito church is going through some 

major transitions, but our theme this year is 

“Growing Deeper, Going Beyond” and Atsushi & I 
are preaching through the book of Acts.  Join us in 

praying that Mito will be a missionary-raising and 
sending church.  Pray that our relationship with 

God and with each other with deepen. 

Personal Prayer 
Requests 

“One generation will commend your works to another; 

they will tell of your mighty acts.” – Psalm 145:4 

* Our Home – we give thanks to God for the home He has given to us 
here – already, we’ve had close to 40 people from Mito in our home, 
and 10 out of town overnight guests.  It is our prayer that God will 
bless our home to be a place where people feel welcome, and can 
experience the love of Christ in a meaningful, impacting way. 
 
* Wisdom – I seek wisdom and guidance in my role in this new work.  
May many in Japan surrender their lives to Him.  May God use each 
of us here to sharpen each other. 
 
* Thanksgiving – I can’t adequately express in words how much I feel 
God’s grace.  This is definitely a season of abundance on a spiritual 
level.  Gaku said, “There is so much good that’s going on and so much 
to share what God is doing tangibly.”  We are enjoying this season! 
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My installation ceremony  
@ Mito Church 

(Above left) Sasha & Debi enjoy the last plum blossoms 
(Above right) speaking @ chapel on IC campus 

Our home in Mito 



 

 

Every year on April 29, the churches nationwide gather on the 
IC campus for a time of worship and fellowship.  Akiko came 
from Yokohama to be with us for 3 days and to join the 
worship.  It was so good to see her              
and this year’s time of worship, 
organized by Hitachi-ota church 
was fantastic!  The theme was 
“Fellowship in the Spirit” and 
a group from 
Ochanomizu church 
organized a great 
children’s worship 

time as well.  May 3-5 
is a national holiday in Japan and 

this year we had many come 
to our house, including many of the new Americans.  
We also went with a group to Hitachi Seaside Park (see 
the picture with Yutaka and Chelsea, above left).  It was 

great to be outside and to enjoy a few days away from 
moving or from adjusting to new work. 

2-25 Yurigaoka-cho 

Mito, Ibaraki  JAPAN  311-1134 

Cell: 81-90-6228-1977 

Mito Church of Christ 

1-2-35 Omachi 

Mito, Ibaraki  JAPAN  310-0062 

Phone/FAX: 81-29-231-1669 

http://www.mitochurch.org 

 

Golden Week & ‘Godo Reihai’ 

Thank you, God, for times of 
refreshing with You and with others! 

Joel Osborne 
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I MOVED!    NEW CONTACT INFO: Into His Hands is sent monthly                      
to share prayer requests for my work.  I also 

send out a quarterly work report entitled 
Being His Hands. 

 
Partnering together with the leadership of  

Mito Church of Christ, my work is primarily 
overseen by the Bramalea Church of Christ 
in Brampton, Ontario, and American funds 

are collected through the East Hill Church of 
Christ in York, Nebraska. 

 
Thank you for your partnership.  If you 

know someone who wants to receive this,   
or if you want to be removed from this 
prayer report list or otherwise, I can be 

contacted through the following address: 
joelosborne4@yahoo.com. 

(Above) Yutaka, Chelsea & I enjoy a laugh 
(Right)  One of the millions of tulips we 
saw this Spring at the park 


