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Well another month has passed in Haruna. The Sakura 

(Cherry Blossoms) have almost all changed to green leaves.  

It has been a quiet month and we have been able to really 

concentrate on starting a few new relationships and build-

ing those that we already know. Also we have started a few 

new classes for us and the church members.  
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Spreading the Gospel 
  Paul continues to preach on the “Purpose of 

the Church.”   Our goal is to help the congre-

gation understand what our true goal is as the 

church.  This was the 4th sermon in the series 

and was entitled, “Live in the world but not of 

the world. –Part 1.”  We focused on our role of 

being as active in our community and the 

lives of those around us as Jesus was.  Next 

month Paul will speak on Part 2, “living in but 

not OF this world. 

   We have had a difficult time lately with 

attendance on Sunday morning. Haruna has 

always offered the same service Sunday morning 

and evening (as most of Japan churches do).  But 

we started teaching a Parable class after morning 

worship. After a while more people started com-

ing in the evening. So we decided to start offer-

ing the Bible study in the evening too. So far we 

have had the same response, just a few take the 

time to stay for class, but we are reaching a few 

people that can’t make it to the morning study.  

   We are trying to put together a LST style 

study. We have ordered some of the study 

materials and have one member, Ms. Lee that is 

interested in this style of study. She is a Christian, 

but wants to learn more about the    Bible and 

wants to learn more English. We are testing the 

method with her and then we hope to soon offer 

it to others in the community.   
Paul and Obata-san talking about offering an LST 

style study.  

Our monthly 

potluck dinner 

after morning 

worship. In 

Japanese we say 

“Aisankai” 

which means 

love feast.  

Paul and I at Sakura Mountain  

Park   
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Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog. 

 

The youth group from Ochanomizu came back this month to 

pick up the cedar wood that they chopped last fall.   It was good to 

see the young people again.  We 

helped them sand down the 

dried out cedar benches so they 

could take them back to Tokyo.  

We are praying to one day have a 

youth group in Haruna as well. 

 

This month’s preachers meeting was 

in Tachikawa. The lesson was on praying for 

the spiritual growth of your congregation.  After the meeting Obata-san 

had a College alumni meeting to attend so Paul and I got to do a little 

sight seeing. One place we decided to see was the Meiji Shrine. It was 

built about 90 years ago to honor Emperor Meiji after he died.  It is 

very well kept and we saw many tourists from all over the world. Many 

people were there to offer prayers to the Shinto gods. We watched 

them partake in the ritual of giving money and asking for prayers so 

that the Shinto priests 

could later ask the gods to 

grant these requests. We 

had always heard that it 

was a little eerie to enter 

some of those places, but 

we talked about it afterwards 

and we just felt sad. Sad that these people are praying to nothing.  They 

need God so much. 

 

We also attended the area-wide worship in Ibaraki. It was held at   

Ibaraki Christian College, the sister school of OC. It was the first time we  

had been there. It was a great recharge to be with so many of our    

brothers and sisters in Christ from the Tokyo area.   There were about 230   

people at the worship and the speaker focused on all the different types 

of fellowship we take part in during our weekly worship.  After worship-

ing with about 8-12 people for the last 8 months, the singing was amaz-

ing.   After the worship we all brought lunches from home and ate to-

gether.  We were able to visit with many people we don’t see very often.  

What a blessing for us and an encouragement! 

Everyone getting the cedar benches 

ready to take back to Tokyo.  

Most of the preachers from the Tokyo area. 

Paul in front of the Meiji Shrine.  

The 

many 

prayers 

from 

visitors 

around 

the 

world.  

Looking around the auditorium at ICC, 

during the area-wide worship. 
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    Our contact info: 
       Paul & Stacey Herrington                                                     
       Comfort Town G                                                                    
      1519-1 Hongo-machi              
      Takasakishi, Japan 370-3334  
 

   Phone: 316-448-6010 (free from the US)  
   Email: paulstacey@herringtonjapan.com 
   Website: www.herringtonjapan.com 
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あ い う

え お

 おはようございます

 こんにちは

 こんばんは

 じゃね

 お げんき ですか

Us with Mie-san, her 2 girls Hana and 

Megu, and Mie-san’s sister Kieko-san.  

Paul saying hello to the 

new kindergarten class.  
We have also started a new class with our 

friend Mie-san. We asked her to help us learn 

more casual Japanese. We have had such a 

hard time understanding people. In all of our 

textbooks and classes we learned the formal 

way to speak. This is fine when we speak to 

others, but we can’t always understand their 

responses. They often reply in a very casual way 

and sometimes even with an accent (our area 

would be different than that of Tokyo or 

Osaka).  So with the help of Mie-san she is go-

ing to try and help us with this. Also a few of 

her friends that want to help and also improve 

their English will be coming. Again it’s a great 

way to meet and further relationships. We are 

so thankful to the people Mie-san has brought 

to the church and in our lives. She and her girls 

are such a blessing to us .  

Visiting the Kindergarten  
April is the new school year for Japan. So last month we said good-bye 

the oldest class (they will be moving on to elementary school) at the  

kindergarten we visit, and this month welcomed the new 5 year old 

class.  We love working with the kids and are hoping that we are able to 

plant small seeds for the future.   



 

 The health of Obata-san and his wife. 

 To keep studying the Japanese language and building relationships as best we can.  

 To be able to help the Christians here to understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ. 

 The health and salvation of Junko as she is battling a severe cancer  

     and is in very bad condition. 

 That we will be able to share the gospel with Mr. Tadaishi and his wife. 

 Prayers to be able to continue our Bible study with Asa-san. 

 For the Obatas as they travel this June to visit their son and his family at Fuller Seminary.  

 For all those we meet and that they will one day obey the Gospel.  

Our Prayer Requests 
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Building Relationships  

Again this month we were able to step out on a few 

opportunities that God has given us. About 2 months ago 

a fireman came to Obata-san’s house while we 

were having our weekly Wednesday morning 

meeting. He was nice and said  he wanted to get 

to know us better. So Paul gave Tadaishi-san his 

business card. A couple weeks later (around the 

time of the Gospel Meeting) Paul received an 

email from Tadaishi-san inviting us over for dinner 

and to share our message . We had to wait until 

the Meeting was over, so we explained this in an 

email. Tadaishi-san called a few days later asking 

why we hadn’t replied, but for some reason he 

never received our email back. We explained to him it 

was the night of the Meeting and he was welcome to 

come, but we would have to wait until the first week of 

April to come for dinner. Well weeks passed and we 

started wondering if we missed a chance to talk to some-

one. But the Lord was watching out for us. We knew Ta-

daishi-san was a fireman, so we headed to the nearest fire 

station to find him. They explained that he worked at an-

other station and gave us directions. We found Tadaishi-

san’s station and  we made plans for dinner.  We made it 

to his house and we had a great time talking and sharing  

our message with him and his wife.  He and his wife  

reach out to the missionaries in this area to make them 

feel at home.   We hope our friendship will let us teach 

him the good news! 

We were invited to Arai-san’s house for 

dinner also. She is Obata-san’s younger sister. 

She has traveled all over the world.  She has a 

club that meets monthly to talk about where 

they have traveled. She wants Paul and I to talk 

some time about Kansas.  

Getting directions from the 

first fire station to find Tadai-

shi-san. 

Us at the Tadaishi’s house.  

Arai-san, Stacey and a friend of hers from her 

travel club. 


