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Well another month has passed in Haruna. The Sakura
(Cherry Blossoms) have almost all changed to green leaves,
It has been a quiet month and we have been able to really
concentrate on starting a few new relationships and build- |
ing those that we already know. Also we have started a few
new classes for us and the church members.
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We have had a difficult time lately with gﬂer morning

attendance on Sunday morning. Haruna has | worship. In
always offered the same service Sunday morning iaﬁﬁnesszv;es e
and evening (as most of Japan churches do). But|which means
we started teaching a Parable class after morning | love feast.
worship. After a while more people started com-
ing in the evening. So we decided to start offer-
ing the Bible study in the evening too. So far we
have had the same response, just a few take the
time to stay for class, but we are reaching a few
people that candt make| it

We are trying to put together a LST style

study. We have ordered some of the study
materials and have one member, Ms. Lee that is
interested in this style of study. She is a Christian,
but wants to learn more about the Bible and
wants to learn more English. We are testing the
method with her and then we hope to soon offer

. . ) Paul and Obataan talking about offering an LST
it to others in the community. style study.




HERRINGTONS IN HARUNA

Aprll 2010
\

The youth group from Ochanomizu came back this month to
ick up the cedar wood that they chopped last fall. It was good to

"f helped them sand down the
"W1 dried out cedar benches so they
§ could take them back to Tokyo.
We are praying to one day have a
* youth group in Haruna as well.

Everyone getting the cedar benches T h i s monthds preadc
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the spiritual growth of your congregation. After the meeting Obata -san  most of the preachers from the Tokyo are
had a College alumni meeting to attend so Paul and | got to do a little

sight seeing. One place we decided to see was the Meiji Shrine. It was
B built about 90 years ago to honor Emperor Meiji after he died. Itis
B very well kept and we saw many tourists from all over the world. Many
people were there to offer prayers to the Shinto gods. We watched
them partake in the ritual of giving money and asklng for prayers so
8 that the Shinto priests : %)
\ The
could later ask the gods to  any
grant these requests. We  prayers
| had always heard that it f/ri‘;'irpors
~was a little eerie to enter around
, T ~ some of those places, but the

Paul in front of the Meiji Shrine. o P S — world.
and we just felt sad. Sad that these people are praying to nothing. They
need God so much.

We also attended the area-wide worship in Ibaraki. It was held at
Ibaraki Christian College, the sister school of OC. It was the first time we
had been there. It was a great recharge to be with so many of our
brothers and sisters in Christ from the Tokyo area. There were about 23(
people at the worship and the speaker focused on all the different types
of fellowship we take part in during our weekly worship. After worship-
ing with about 8 -12 people for the last 8 months, the singing was amaz-
ing. After the worship we all brought lunches from home and ate to-

) ) . Looking around the auditorium at ICC,
get her . We were able to visit witduringih@afedideRohp.p| € v

What a blessing for us and an encouragement!

Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog.
2
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Visiting the Kindergarten

April is the new school year for Japan. So last month we said goodbye
the oldest class (they will be moving on to elementary school) at the
kindergarten we visit, and this month welcomed the new 5 year old
class. We love working with the kids and are hoping that we are able to
plant small seeds for the future.

Paul saying hello to the
new kindergarten class.

We have also started a new class with our
friend Mie-san. We asked her to help us learn
more casual Japanese. We have had such a
hard time understanding people. In all of our
textbooks and classes we learned the formal
way to speak. This is fine when we speak to
ot hers, but we candot gl ways understand their
responses. They often reply in a very casual way
and sometimes even with an accent (our area
would be different than that of Tokyo or
Osaka). So with the help of Mie-san she is go-
ing to try and help us with this. Also a few of
her friends that want to help and also improve
their English wild.l be |[comiing Again 1ités a great
way to meet and further relationships. We are Us with Miesan, her 2 girls Hana and
so thankful to the people Mie -san has brought Megu, and Mies ands sisant er Ki eko

to the church and in our lives. She and her girls

Here are a few words to start practicing.
The vowel sounds in Japanese are easy. They always make the same
sound, unlike English. There are 5 vowels to learn.

Al -(aasinawesome) | -(easineat) Uw - (00 asin
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Paul & Stacey Herrington
Comfort Town G

moo) Ew) —-(easinegg) Ow - (o as in hellp).
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