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    May was another wonderful month here in Japan. The flowers are in 

full bloom and the rice fields are starting to show little sprouts. We had a 

lot of good things happen this month and a few not so good things. 

We’ve meet some new people and had to say a final good-bye to Junko-

san. Every day we are reminded of how difficult Japan is to evangelize to 

and how workers are needed here to brighten the Light that is in Japan.  
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Spreading the Gospel 
This month Paul continued preaching on the 

purpose of the church and led his parable class 

on the Foolish Builder and the Wise King in Luke 

14.  In the parable class, he focused on our need 

to understand that our commitment to Christ is a 

serious one and a joy and that we need to “count 

the cost” so that we all can make it home to be 

with God.  Brother Obata and Paul continue to 

preach on discipleship and we are praying for the 

transition of the members to live as disciples in 

their daily lives.  In the Wednesday night classes 

we are continuing our textual study of Luke.  We 

are emphasizing that the foundation of our faith 

is Jesus Christ.  We are grateful for these teaching 

opportunities. 

 

The last Sunday of the month we were so 

happy to see a couple of the kids come for sing-

ing class. Mirai-chan and Nana-chan came to join 

us. That Sunday we didn’t have any other mem-

bers come to singing class, so we had fun teach-

ing them a few of the simpler kids Bible songs in 

English. They also stayed to hear Paul preach that 

morning on “Being in the World, but not OF the 

World.” 

   Mirai-chan has been coming to Wednesday   

children’s Bible study and she is really doing well, 

so seeing her again at morning worship was so 

encouraging.  We hope that they will be able to 

come back for singing and worship soon.  

One of our beautiful flower  

arrangements this month . 

Paul preaching on Sunday 

May 30th.  

Mirai-chan and Nana-chan at 

morning worship and sharing 

snacks and tea with us after 

service.  

Parable class for May. 
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Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog. 

One of our saddest days so far was Tuesday May 11. 

We received a phone call from Obata-san that Junko 

had passed away. We went to visit her family at their 

home, where they had Junko’s body laid under a 

white sheet for family and friends to view. It was a 

shock to us to see her laying on the floor. We stayed 

a little while and then went home with many things 

on our minds. Wednesday we       

attended her Buddhist funeral      

service. It was a different experience 

to say the least. Everyone wore     

almost the same style of all black 

clothes. And a priest performed the 

ceremony. He said a long chant type 

ceremony along with gongs and 

drums. When he hit the first gong, 

Paul and I both jumped a little. After 

the ceremony the family said a few 

words and then everyone else one-by-one came to 

the front to burn incense and say a prayer. Paul, myself, and Obata-san just said a 

silent prayer to God, when we walked upfront.  Afterwards we were asked 

to stay as one of her close friends and put flowers all over the deceased's 

body before they close the casket for the last time.  That was the hardest 

thing to do.  We said good-bye for the last time and again prayed. Junko-

san never publicly confessed Jesus as her Savior or was baptized. We can 

only continue to pray that God have mercy on her soul.  We can never 

know when our lasts days on this earth will be, so we must take every     

precious day to spread God’s word 

to those who don’t know.   So that 

on that day 

we meet the 

Lord we can 

stand assured that we told everyone we could. 

     

We challenge each of you reading this 

letter to take the time to examine your selves 

and then make sure to tell everyone close to 

you the eternal joy they can have in Jesus.   

Junko-san and her sister Keko-san   
Junko-san 

While she was in the hospital for her treatments. 

An origami crane Junko’s 

mother gave to the church 

family to remind us of her.  

Junko-san at the 2009 Christmas Party 

Junko’s funeral ceremony. 
Junko proudly holding up her 

Bible book cover she made.  
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    Our contact info: 
       Paul & Stacey Herrington                                                     
       Comfort Town G                                                                    
      1519-1 Hongo-machi              
      Takasakishi, Japan 370-3334  
 

   Phone: 316-448-6010 (free from the US)  
   Email: paulstacey@herringtonjapan.com 
   Website: www.herringtonjapan.com 
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One day this month we were asked to watch 

Hana-chan and Megu-chan while Mie-san 

had to work on a Saturday. Right after the 

girls arrived at our house we soon had a 

knock at the door. It was one of our young 

neighbors that is in the same class at school 

as Hana. So we all went out side to play. 

Soon it was time to go clean the church 

building so off we went with four extra help-

ers. Soon two more girls came to help clean. 

We had a fun bunch getting the building 

ready for worship the next day. After the 

building was clean we all went to the park and 

Paul taught them how to play Kickball.  After 

that they were still not tired of us so we went 

to our house for some Kool-aid. Soon we had 6 

kids in our house drinking kool-aid and look-

ing through all of our pictures and games. It 

was a great day to be able to hang-out with 

the neighborhood kids. We hope this will open 

doors for us to get to know our neighbors.  

Visiting the Kindergarten  
We are visiting the kindergarten almost every week now. Both classes are so 

fun to be with. And they are so smart too. This month we taught them 

about animals and Noah’s Ark, food and drinks, and we taught the younger 

class the song “Deep and Wide” and for the older class Paul made up a new 

special song just for them about God’s love.  

Sowing little seeds 
Paul teaching the kids about 

animals and Keiko-san  

translating. 

Everyone that helped clean.  

Back row: Paul, Stacey, Kanai (Obata’s older sister) 

Front: Aumu, Uuto Mirai, Nana, Hana, Megu 

Playing kickball 

 

 Making paper 

dolls and playing 

with MS Paint.  



 

 The health of Obata-san and his wife. 

 To keep studying the Japanese language and building relationships as best we can.  

 To be able to help the Christians here to understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ. 

 For the family of Junko-san. She passed away in May.  

 That we will be able to share the gospel with Mr. Tadaishi and his wife. 

 Prayers to be able to continue our Bible study with Asa-san. 

 For the Obatas as they travel this June 10-17th to visit their son and his family in California.  

 For all those we meet and that they will one day obey the Gospel.  

 For Paul to find someone to help become a leader and a “Timothy” for the work here. 

Our Prayer Requests 
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Building Relationships  

This month Paul and Brother Obata drove 5 

hours each way to the Nakada church of Christ for 

the monthly preacher’s meeting.  Ken Hysten is a 

missionary there.  He and Paul attended OC at the 

same time.  The monthly meeting of the ministers 

here in Japan are so important for encouragement 

and spiritual growth. Most of the congregations 

are very small, so it is great to fellowship with other 

teachers of God’s word.  Also it is difficult to find 

good higher level Bible teaching in Japan for the 

ministers to sharpen themselves with, so the 

monthly lesson shared by one of the men is a great 

encouragement and needed refresher. 

   

We have really been enjoying our new     Japa-

nese class with Mie-san and her friends. More peo-

ple have come to help and it is so good to hear 

their questions. The last week of this month Mie-

san’s mother came and after we were finished with 

the lesson she started to ask a lot of questions about 

the Church. It was surprising to us the details she 

was curious about. We hope that we can keep giving 

her information and encouraging her to visit the 

church for worship or Bible study. God is always 

working in the hearts of those close to us.  

Our Saturday Japanese class. With Mie-san, her 

sister Kieko-san and their friend. 

Paul in front of 

the Nakada 

Church of Christ. 

This months 

preachers meet-

ing.  

Paul and Ken 

Hysten. Ken is 

one of the min-

isters at the 

Nakada church 

of Christ in 

Shizuoka. 


