
Newsletter April 2010

Dear brothers and sisters,
We continue to work on our different planning groups for this years' church events and gain courage 
and strength in our outreach to the community. 

Helping Orphans in the Ukraine
On April 11 a group of people from the congregation 
met in the evening to plan an event to raise funds for 
orphans in the Bila Tserkva region which is where 
Lena grew up. We decided that we would reserve a 
booth in the city of Thun or in a nearby city and ask 
people there to donate money. Also Martha, a lady 
from church, who got retired recently, will be knitting 
clothes and some church members will be baking 
cakes to be sold. We chose a time in September, when 
we would be selling all these things for the benefit of 
orphans. This is the second consecutive year of doing 
fund raising in the streets for orphans in the Ukraine.
Last year we were able to raise 800 Francs (about

A group meets to discuss how we will do fund raising  800 Dollars on the exchange rate last year).
                                                                          
Seminar Had to Be Cancelled
In the morning of April 17, Friday, an ash cloud from an active volcano in Island arrived on the 
main land of Europe. The ash cloud had stopped the air traffic in England and Ireland days before.  
Dan Williams, the speaker for this year's seminar, was scheduled to arrive on Saturday morning at 
the Zurich airport. On Friday morning I read on a news cite on the internet that the ash cloud had 
moved into Germany and that the Munich airport, a close major airport to Zurich, was closed. At 
that time I was quite certain that Dan would not make it to Europe. I started to inform people about 
the likelihood that the seminar would not take place. Since there were no cancellations of flights 
into Zurich, Dan flew to Atlanta where he was informed hours later that no more plains landed or 
flew out of Zurich. We have always seen more the threat of a terrorist attack like that of 9/11 than 
the threat of a volcano.
      These occasions often inspire me for a message to the church. Since I had to replace Dan for the 
sermon, I decided to make a devotional on the theme of God's power that is demonstrated through 
nature and how at this time we were experiencing how fragile and weak humans are. We think that 
we are in control, when all of a sudden a volcano breaks out and displays to us clearly our 
limitations. Is it not a good lesson for Europe to be aware once again, who we are? We are looking 
forward to Dan's coming next year and take the lesson for this year to be that we as humans are 
much weaker and fragile than is apparent in today's Western European society. 

Our New Church Visitors Continue to Come to Church Regularly
Daniel and Tine have been visiting the church with their three year old Ben every Sunday and 
Wednesday night since April. They have been looking for a church to attend for one and a half 
years. Before that Tine still had lived in Southern Germany and her Swiss husband had to travel 
from Steffisburg to Germany to be with his wife and back to be at his working place. Then they 
decided to settle down in the Thun area. They really appreciate that we heavily concentrate our 
worship service on Bible reading and understanding the message that is taught in God's word. We 
enjoy having them come to church. They both were baptised as adults. We hope that they will stay.



News about People
Lena and I are glad about Ilja's good health and 
growth. Since my parents live only five minutes from 
our home, Ilja is staying with his grandparents for an 
hour or two almost every day. He is their greatest 
blessing during this time. Fortunately, they are still in 
good health so they can enjoy their newborn 
grandson. My mother will turn 82 in September and 
my father will be 78 in February of 2011. My brother, 
the preacher of the Church of Christ in St. Gallen, 
lost a lot of his support from US supporters. As a 
result, we will be starting to make monthly 
collections in the congregation in Thun as mission      Our four months old Ilja at his grandparents' home
funds for the church plant in St. Gallen.
                                                                                       
Asking For Your Prayers:
-Elfriede, 81, who takes pills for her liver and suffers from a constant sound in her ears, tinnitus
-Lena’s mother who finished undergoing chemotherapy to fight breast cancer
-Peter who has been unemployed since January of this year
-Regina’s husband, Peter, is looking for a full-time teaching position for ethnology. 
-Babies: Ilja’s, Elena’s and Jeanette’s health and continual growth 
-Angelica who is expected to give birth to a child in September
-Teenagers of church members – Anna, 20; Mathias, 18; Benjamin, 14; Rahel, 13; 
-Our new church visitors Daniel and Tine with their three year old Ben
-Ueli, a church visitor, who went to serve in the military service for several months
-Margrit and Johanna who remain indecisive 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland
E-Mail: voserivan@hotmail.com  Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37 

mailto:voserivan@hotmail.com

