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Summer has finally arrived. June 1st marked the first day of  

summer in Japan, and soon after followed the rainy season. We are 

starting to feel the heat and humidity that everyone told us about, 

but we are trying to work through it and stay involved out side of the 

building and our house. This month we also experienced a week of 

work without the Obatas as they visited their children and          

grandchildren in California. 
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Spreading the Gospel 
   Preaching this month was a little bit of an  

adventure.  The Obatas took a trip this month to 

visit their grandkids in America and we volunteered 

to hold down the fort here while they were gone.  

We tried to really put in some time at the church 

building during the week to talk to any visitors and 

we had a great week.  No one out of the ordinary 

came by, but this let us do some needed work 

around the building. When Sunday came around 

Paul preached about our role in loving one another.  

It was good to illustrate how our relationship with 

each other is supposed to be in the church family 

and it was good to be able to take the reigns while 

the  Obatas were gone. 

     Brother Obata has not had a real vacation 

here for close to 7 years, so this was a good time 

for him and his wife to get away.  We are so thank-

ful to be able to support them in this way. 

     We also had a great parable class this month 

on the Rich Man and Lazarus.  It seems that the 

parables always bring out some interesting ques-

tions.  Although it was not the focus of the class, we 

ended up talking a lot about the afterlife and how 

the Christian idea is different from Buddhism.  It 

makes you realize how different cultures truly are 

under the surface, but that the needs are the same.  

Praise the Lord that He has given us hope of an 

eternal life with Him in glory!  And we thank Him for 

sending us here!   

Dropping the Obatas off at the train station 

for their week long vacation.. 

Paul ready to give God’s word to the congregation.  

Potluck lunch this month.  
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Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog. 
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   At the beginning of the month we joined the rest of the 

preachers and missionaries in Japan for a 3 day meeting 

on discipleship in Ibaraki, northeast of Tokyo. The guest 

speaker was Rich Little from the Naperville church of Christ in 

Chicago. We had about 25 preachers and missionaries attend 

from as far as Okinawa. It was a wonderful  time to get to know 

people better and listen to awesome devotionals, lessons and 

prayers. We especially enjoyed the main lessons because they 

were all in English!  

 Rich spoke for 3 days on being a disciple of Christ and 

teaching discipleship to your members.  It was great to hear 

the teaching and great to fellowship with other workers.  We 

spent a lot of time discussing the work with other missionaries 

and learned that a lot of the struggles we have had or are  

having are the same things others have gone through.  We are 

again thankful for the body of Christ and the encouragement 

it gives.   

 We also have the chance to talk with people about the 

future of missions in Japan.  Japan is a difficult field but its 

great to encourage and be encouraged by others who love 

the lost and love God.  I hope we can continue to grow in our 

faith and that God will use us for the 

work here! 
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All Japan Preachers  Meeting 

Our main classroom where we met 2 

times a day for classes. 

Stacey and  Sato-san.  

Stacey, Sasha  Ingle, and Judith Alexander. 

Missionaries in Japan 

Rich Little, Paul and Obata-san 



    Our contact info: 
       Paul & Stacey Herrington                                                     
       Comfort Town G                                                                    
      1519-1 Hongo-machi              
      Takasakishi, Japan 370-3334  
 

   Phone: 316-448-6010 (free from the US)  
   Email: paulstacey@herringtonjapan.com 
   Website: www.herringtonjapan.com 
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Sowing little seeds 
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  We were finally able to start one of our original ideas for evan-

gelism with a Friendspeak ministry.  We are starting with one of 

our members, Lee-san. She is a Christian and a member at Ha-

runa. She is Korean and has lived in Japan for more than 20 years. 

She has always been interested in learning English and is so fast 

at picking up words we teach her.  It has also been a great way to 

get to know her better. We’ve become closer to her in the few 

short weeks we’ve been coming to her house.  We are currently 

going through the beginning book. Its an introduction to the 

style of teaching that will be used with the other books. Next we 

will move onto the book of Luke. It’s a great way to teach English 

while teaching the story of Jesus. We are excited to get this pro-

ject rolling.  We hope to begin advertising in the community 

soon, and start new classes after our September furlough. 
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Friends Speak  

Us studying with Lee-san, at her house. 

At the Kindergarten singing with the kids.  

  Another month has gone by at the 

Kindergarten. This month, with the help 

of Kieko-san, we taught the kids about 

being hungry, thirsty, I like, I  don’t like, 

and action words. We are trying to 

teach the kids a new Bible song every 

month. This month we practiced the 

new song from last month about “God 

loves me & you.” The kids are really 

picking up the words well. It makes me 

smile to hear them say “God loves me” 

& “I love God”. I know they don’t really 

understand the words yet, but maybe 

someday they will look back and see 

what we were trying to teach them.  



 

 The health of Obata-san and his wife. 

 To keep studying the Japanese language and building relationships as best we can.  

 To be able to help the Christians here to understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ. 

 That we will be able to share the gospel with Mr. Tadaishi and his wife. 

 Prayers to be able to continue our Bible study with Asa-san. 

 For all those we meet and that they will one day obey the Gospel.  

 For Paul to find someone to help become a leader and a “Timothy” for the work here. 

Our Prayer Requests 
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   For the fifth year Haruna church of Christ has been one of the places 

the second graders come to visit as they learn more about their commu-

nity. A class of about 15 kids walked to the church from their school a 

couple blocks away.  Obata-san gave them a brief history about how the 

church started in Haruna and then all the kids asked one question. Most 

of the questions were really good. Some of the questions were:  Why do 

you have a cross ?(above the baptistery), Who is the most important per-

son in the church?,  What do you do here?, and How many people work 

here? We really enjoyed their visit and we hope this will provide a way 

that these kids will be comfortable coming to the church even just for 

Wednesday English Bible class. 
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Building Relationships in the Community 

The kids walking up to the building.  

Obata-san telling them about what 

a church is, and answering their 

questions. 

Singing with Paul.  

Half of the kids with us and the Obatas. 


