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Discipleship: Fishers of Men & Women 
I began (and continue) my work at Mito with prayer, watching, and 

listening.  Erisa shared a desire for young adults to gather weekly to 
grow spiritually together, and so that we could have a safe place to 

share faith with non-Christian friends and siblings.  I am reminded of 
Lydia’s story in scripture as I mentor Erisa, and watch her gather 

people to our home each Sunday night.  We now have a cell group of 
10 or more young adults each week gathering to study, praise, pray 

and fellowship together.  Please pray for this new cell group. 

Aug 1 - Sermon one of the Singaporean 
youth at a combined 
worship for 3 churches. 

I will preach from Acts 11 
and celebrate that I gave 
my life to Jesus 20 years 
ago this day. 

Aug 6-27 – SE Asia 
& Cambodia 
Mission Exposure 

Sunday mornings will 
rotate between a study 
of the Pentateuch and 
practicing Spiritual 
Disciplines.  On 
Wednesdays, we will 

Sept 1 – ‘Foreigner’ 
Bible Class Program 

break up into 3 small 
groups to study Mark’s 
gospel and grow as his 
disciples.  I will mentor 
those leading the classes 
and groups. 

J U N E / J U L Y  2 0 1 0  

Passion for Christ 
One of the things I love most about 
working with youth is their energy 
and enthusiasm about life.  Many are 
not afraid to take risks, to step out and 
live life passionately for Christ. 

At the end of May, students at Ibaraki 
Christian University told me about the 
Passion Conference in Tokyo and 
their desire to go.  It is a time for 
youth to grow in their passion for and 
dedication to Christ and His mission. 

After asking God to raise up a group, 
God gave me a group of 27 people 
from Mito and Taga churches, and 
from the university to lead to Tokyo.  
It was so powerful and such a 
blessing! 

Passion for His mission 
We pray that God will raise up a generation 

wholly committed and submitted to Him.  
We pray that today’s youth will be fearless in 

reaching out to their peers and living as 
passionate disciples of Christ. 

I’ll lead a group of 7 
others to serve and to have 
fellowship.  I’ll also serve 
as co-worship leader with 

Sept 5 – EBC  begins 
(English Bible Class) 

Sept 19 – Sermon 
I will preach from Acts 
17, which is one of my 
favourite chapters. 

Being His Hands 
The “core” of our 
Japanese young adult 
cell group is Ryoko, 
Noriyo, Erisa, 
Tatsuya, and Gaku 
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Ministry at Mito Church 
I’ve been adjusting to a new pace of life and ministry.  

 Mito Church is blessed, and many of its members are engaged 
in ministries that reach beyond what I can share or do.   
Here is a glimpse of some areas in which I’m involved. 

Preaching & Teaching 
Atsushi and I share this responsibility.  In these two months, 

I preached on Acts 5 and 9.  I also teach a class in Japanese 
on the first Wednesday of the month for new Christians.  

We are using the book of Psalms to practice and grow our 
prayer life.   When I’m not preaching, I usually have an 

active role in worship through leading worship, communion 
and prayer.  I’m currently organizing a new program for the 
English bible education. 

Every Tuesday is spent at Ibaraki Christian University being 

on campus, attending chapel and spending time with the 
students.  Each time, God opens doors for sharing, praying, 

mentoring and studying.  I have found just listening and 
being consistently present is important for this ministry. 

One of our members is struggling with cancer, and we have 
been visiting her regularly and praying with her.  It has been 

a powerful testimony to her non-Christian husband.  We 
mourned with Yutaka, whose mother passed away, and 

rejoiced with Ryoko, who recently got engaged and held a 
blessing ceremony at the church for her engagement.  A lot 

of time is spent in fellowship, study and discipleship.  This 
includes time one-on-one with Gaku, oversight of Sasha’s 

internship, and time with young people (both American and 
Japanese).  Recently, I have joined the Children’s ministry, 

and plan to do something for the junior and senior high 
students in the fall at our church retreat. 

This is an area often overlooked but crucial.  Ministry staff 

meet Friday morning for prayer, and Atsushi and I try to 
pray together each day.  The church leadership devotes 

much of our meeting time to prayer for the church.  I have 
begun prayer walking around my neighborhood again. 

Campus Ministry 

Church Life & Ministry 

Prayer & Intercession 
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(at right) 
me 
preaching 
in June 

(above) 
during a 
campus 
ministry event 
 
(at right) 
Children’s 
Ministry on 
Sunday AM 

(top) 
Hitomi, 
Atsushi & 
Sister Kan 
 
(above) 
Tatsuya &  
me (above) homeless 

ministry 

(below) Ryoko 
& Masato’s 
engagement 
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Putting My Life & Ministry In His Hands 
It’s a challenge to adequately summarize what 
happens in two months or more.  I continue to 
adjust to life in Mito, and I am reminded how 
grateful I am that God has brought me here.  
Mito is a church in transition – new, young 
leadership with the need and desire to continue 
raising up new generations of faith. 

I am thankful for my partnership with Atsushi.  
He is a man that is passionate about God.  His 
wife, Mari, is also a spiritual rock.  I am also 
encouraged by the way Sasha and Gaku are 
blossoming. 

In June, we led a weekend for the foreigners 
who are here as a time of commitment to Mito 
Church and to refocus on their mission and goal 
in the work here.  Out of that weekend came a 

more solidified community and spiritual goals 
for this year.  We facilitated the formation of 
four ‘flocks’ to bring growth, sharing, and 
service of Americans and Japanese together, 
and have begun plugging people into various 
ministries, like the upcoming EBC outreach, 
which is similar to LST. 

I am also thankful to be a part of the spiritual 
formation of young people at Ibaraki Christian.  
We rejoice that Ayami and Yoshiya have given 

their lives to Christ.  I have been building 
relationships with 3 other young guys who are 
students there – one is a Christian, one is a 
seeker, and one stepped foot in the Spiritual 
Life Center for the first time.  Please continue to 
pray for my relationships with the students and 
their spiritual development. 

Nationwide Ministers Workshop 
Held annually at the beginning of June, this is time 

for all of us to gather, learn, and look ahead. 

It is always a blessing to be with co-workers from around Japan.  
Our guest speaker was Rich Little, who was Atsushi’s roommate at 
Harding.  The topic, “Discipleship: Practical Applications,” was 
exactly what we needed to focus upon.  I was asked to lead the 
devotional time on the final morning.  It was good to spend time 
again with Paul and Stacey Herrington, who are working in 
Gaku’s hometown for two years, and I especially enjoyed time with 
Kushida-san, Tadokoro-san, Shinozaki-san, and Tomura-san. 

BEING HIS HANDS JUNE/JULY 2010 Pictured: (l) Ayami & me, (c) foreigners retreat, (r) Yoshiya 

(left) Sasha & 
Saito-sensei 
 
(below) 
Rich Little & 
Tomura-sensei 



 

 

 

A Time of Rest 
Two of my closest friends, Crimsen and Saprina, came to visit 
Japan for a couple of weeks.  It was so good to be with them.  
It has been a long time since I’ve laughed that much.  I traveled 
back with them to join the York College choir reunion, and to 
see friends (some of whom I haven’t seen in a decade).  I barely 
slept, but it was great to be with all of them.  I was able to 
reconnect with Ben and to see Erica that weekend as well.  After 
spending a few days at my sister’s home, I enjoyed a week 
in northern Ontario with my family 
at our reunion.  This time was 
especially rich and relaxing.    
It was good to drink coffee, 
swim in the lake, and enjoy an 
unusually slow pace of life.  
Finally, I spent a couple of days 
at my parents’ home and saw my 
best friend, Moses.  It was nice to 
have a time that wasn’t a furlough 
where I needed to work.  I’m so thankful for 
the time I was given to reconnect with others.  
The longer I stay in Japan, the more precious 
and rarer those times become. 
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Phone/FAX: 81-29-231-1669 

http://www.mitochurch.org 

THE LOREM IPSUMS SUMMER 2012 

Joel Osborne 

CONTACT INFORMATION Being His Hands is sent quarterly to 
supporting churches, individuals, and friends.  

A prayer report is sent regularly entitled  
Into His Hands. 

 
Partnering together with the leadership of 

Mito Church of Christ, my work is primarily 
overseen by the Bramalea Church of Christ in 
Brampton, Ontario and American funds are 

collected through the East Hill Church of 
Christ in York, Nebraska. 

 
Thank you for your partnership.  If you know 
someone who wants to receive this, or if you 

want to be removed from this report list, I 
can be contacted at the following address: 

joelosborne4@yahoo.com 
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(above) choir reunion friends 

Dad, Mom & Auntie 
Valerie @ the reunion 

(left) the four of 
us siblings at the 
family reunion 


