
Newsletter June 2010

Dear brothers and sister,

A few weeks ago the congregation in Thun mailed a thank you letter to all of our regular supporters 
for their continual support. Your support and the weekly church contributions are sufficient to meet 
our budget this year. It also helps that we have as little as $500 of expenses for our meeting place in 
the restaurant on Sunday morning and the extra room for Wednesday evening at the Pöstli. We are 
also glad for all your prayers for the mission work that we are doing in the region and far beyond it. 

Hiltrud places membership and Adrian stops attending church

Hiltrud, 67, was the firstfruit of the mission work in Thun 
in the late 1970's. She has been living in a house in 
Steffisburg close to where our family used to live, when 
we first moved to Steffisburg. In the 1990's she decided to 
attend the Church of Christ in Bern which is twenty miles 
North of Thun. A year ago she started attending the 
congregation in Thun occasionally. This June she 
eventually placed membership in this church. She gave me 
a letter to read it during worship in which she expressed 
her thankfulness to be back worshiping with us. From time 
to time Fred, her husband, has attended church with his 
wife, but he has never committed. Hiltrud's older son, 
Boris, grew up in the Church of Christ in Thun until his 
mother left the church. He did a Bachelor in psychology in 

Martine speaking with Hiltrud                             Alabama and a Master of Communication in Kentucky in 
the late 90's. Since the time he has been back in Switzerland, he attended different kinds of churches 
near Basel where he lives with his wife, Christiane, and their three year old son, Noah. Hiltrud's 
daughter, Nadia, moved to Zurich a decade or two ago and has attended the Church of Christ there. 
Boris, Christiane, and Nadia have been occasional visitors on Sunday morning. We are glad to have 
Hiltrud back in this congregation where she became a Christian. 
      Unfortunately, Adrian stopped attending church since June. He is the husband of my sister who 
angrily left the church in 2006 because she continued to live an immoral lifestyle and because of her 
use of drugs. She also believed that the church had a much too narrow thinking on women. She 
does not want to stay in contact with any relatives who are members of the Church of Christ, which 
are almost all relatives. Adrian was the bookkeeper of the church until a few months ago, when he 
resigned from this position. We were aware that he was angry at the church on the same grounds as 
his wife. He still chose to come to worship service over the last few years even though one could 
tell from his face and attitude that he desired not to be in church. He had nothing positive and 
encouraging to say and he was sitting all by himself in a corner of the meeting room. We could not 
talk with him about our common faith and we could also have no fellowship with him outside the 
church. As sorry as we are about his decision, it was better for him to leave this church than to 
continue to stay and not desiring to be a part of the church organism. 

Advertising - New ways to let people know about the congregation
Peter worked hard on giving the church a new face for advertising purposes. He dealt a lot with 
advertising in his job which he lost in January of this year. Since that time he has been unemployed. 
He has come up with some ideas of how the congregation in Thun could present itself on the 
internet and through flyers to outsiders. One of his ideas was to copy with the permission of the 
White Station church the short statement which they are using: real friends, real faith, and real life. 



He then created a little green plant as the image for the Church of Christ in Thun. You can see a 
sample of our new advertising in a separate document that I attached in the E-Mail. The next step 
will be for us to talk about the three statements with which the church wants to identify itself. There 
are different opportunities for us to flesh them out. Some members have met to talk about what the 
statements may mean for us. I will talk about them at the Grillfest in July and at the Knusperfestli in 
December for which we invite friends. Finally, we will have three Bible studies on Wednesday 
evening in September where we will take time to discuss what real friends, real faith, and real life 
may mean for this church. 

News about people
Martine and James, our English people, 
bought six chicken providing church 
members with cheap eggs. My father has 
agreed to volunteer as the new bookkeeper 
for the church because Adrian resigned 
from this position. Our son Ilja turned six 
month old on June 3. Soon after that date he 
started sleeping through the nights which 
has given me and Lena a few quiet nights a 
month since then. Elfriede, 81, is looking 
into moving to an elderly residency as soon 
as there will be an apartment available. 

                                                                         Our six month old son, Ilja, playing with his toys

Asking For Your Prayers:
-The health of Elfriede, 81, and her being able to move to an elderly residency soon
-Lena’s mother who finished undergoing chemotherapy to fight breast cancer
-Peter who has been unemployed since January of this year
-Regina’s husband, Peter, who is looking for a full-time teaching position for ethnology
-Babies: Ilja’s, Elena’s and Jeanette’s health and continual growth 
-Angelica who is expected to give birth to a child in September
-Anna, 20, who continues to attend church on Sunday morning once or twice a month
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 18; Benjamin, 14; Rahel, 13; 
-Our new church visitors Daniel and Tine with their three year old son Ben
-Ueli, a church visitor, who went to serve in the military service for several months
-Margrit and Johanna who remain indecisive 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland
E-Mail: voserivan@hotmail.com  Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37 
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