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    We had another full month with so many things to tell you about.  

We had friends come to Japan for a business trip and stay with us in      

Haruna, an anniversary service for the 7 years of service for the church 

in Haruna, Paul and I celebrated our  6th wedding anniversary and my 

birthday.  We met a lot of new people in new places and visited a  

beautiful mountain town where a lot of missionaries started churches 

over 100 years ago. Also we made plans to start a summer program in 

the building during August for the local children to come and do their 

summer homework, along with Bible lessons, crafts and games.  
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Spreading the Gospel 
The summer is in full swing here and the kids are on vaca-

tion.  They only get about month and half off in Japan, and 

the kids receive a lot of homework to complete over the 

break.  As an outreach and service to the community we are 

planning to start the first Haruna Summer Study Camp.  We 

will have the camp days on 6 mornings in August.  We hope 

to provide a cool building for the kids to do their home-

work, make many new connections, and to plant small 

seeds of God’s word through stories of the great heroes of 

the Bible.  We also will have many fun things for the chil-

dren to do like making giant soap bubbles. 

We have been looking for a way to serve the community as 

a church and we pray the Lord will bless this effort.   

We were also blessed this month to have some visitors 

from Northside church of Christ in Wichita, Kansas.  Ryan 

and Samantha Corcoran came to Tokyo for business and 

were able to come stay with us for almost a week.  

We enjoyed being able to share our lives here with 

them and it was a great encouragement to have 

some old friends to tell all our stories to.  They 

helped us in so many ways while they were here.  

They did yard work for the church, helped us with 

cooking, and even sang in a quartet with us for the 

anniversary service.  We had a very full week with them and 

we hope they enjoyed the time as well.  It is such a blessing 

to receive fellow Christians from home!  We couldn’t be 

here without all the support from our friends and family.  

Thanks again to all of you, for all that you do! 

Wednesday 

night Bible 

study with the 

Corcorans 

English version of 

our Study Camp Flier 
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A week with us.  

Throughout the week, that the Corcorans were here, we tried to 

show them many places in our community and pieces of our work 

here.  They arrived and studied with us on Wed. night.  On 

Thursday we visited the Kindergarten and sang together for the 

kids,  then Obata-san took us to see the local Haruna Shinto 

shrine and an onsen.  On Friday we showed them the giant idol 

that watches the city.  Saturday we really put them to work and 

were thankful for their willing spirits.  Sunday we worshipped 

and spent time with the congregation.  Then on Monday we had 

the anniversary service and they took us out to dinner and a 

movie.  We really enjoyed it!  We can’t go to the movies often 

here because it costs about $20 per ticket.  Tuesday was a sad day 

as we said goodbye at the airport and wished them well!  What a 

wonderful blessing their visit was to us! 

Friday Japanese/Greek/Bible study 

Saturday  afternoon clean the building, pulling weeds 

and preparing for the anniversary service 

Saturday evening Japanese casual                

conversation class with Mie and friends 

Tuesday saying 

good-bye at the 

airport 

Sunday worship and fellowship with the 

 members of the Lord’s church in Haruna 

Monday evening dinner and a movie with 

friends to celebrate our anniversary 

Monday at the anniversary service 

Thursday afternoon 

we visited Haruna 

shrine and the onsen 

in Kayabuki 

Friday afternoon we went to 

look at the giant Buddha statue 

in Takasaki 

Thursday morning at the Kindergarten 



The church building was built in 2003. In Japan they have special 

recognition for the 3rd and 7th years. When it comes to children 

they even celebrate 5 years old too. 7 years ago the Haruna build-

ing was built, so as part of tradition we hosted a service of thanks 

to God. Friends and family from the surrounding churches came to 

celebrate and give thanks that God has allowed the church to 

work here in Haruna. We also took this time to present Shimakata-

san with a special thank-you plaque for his 7 years of faithful ser-

vice in freely supplying the church with beautiful flowers from 

his garden.  Shimakata-san is not a member of the church, he 

is a 14th generation Buddhist. (His ancestors were samurai ! ) 

He has refused our invitation to come to any study or worship 

times. But he has often stopped by in the mornings on Sunday 

to hear us sing before worship service and sometimes to hear 

Paul practice a sermon or two. We continue to pray for him.  

We had many guests from various churches attend: Ochano-

mizu, Matsudo, Kaikoizumi, and a couple from Wichita, KS, 

USA. We even had 

a few neighbors 

join the time of 

thanksgiving to 

God.   
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7th Anniversary Service 

Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog. 

All of us working hard to finish 

making sandwiches and        

cupcakes for 40 people. 

One side of the auditorium. About 60 people 

showed up for the service.  

Shimakata-san receiving 

his Thank You plaque. 

Everyone that 

attended the 

service. It was 

a great day to 

share with so 

many brothers 

and sisters in 

Christ.  

Obata-san giving a 

short message and 

thanking God for 

the means to bring 

Christ to this area. 



    Our contact info: 
       Paul & Stacey Herrington                                                     
       Comfort Town G                                                                    
      1519-1 Hongo-machi              
      Takasakishi, Japan 370-3334  
 

   Phone: 316-448-6010 (free from the US)  
   Email: paulstacey@herringtonjapan.com 
   Website: www.herringtonjapan.com 
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Sowing little seeds 
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The summer break began this month for schools all across Japan. So we’ve seen a few 

more children at the Wednesday evening classes. We are finishing up our first project 

of making our own Old Testament Bibles and looking forward to starting a new one 

when Paul and I get back from the US. We would 

also like to ask for prayers that we can find a way 

to keep the kids connected to the church while 

we are gone. As of right 

now we don’t have anyone 

that can take over teaching 

the children’s class.  
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Kids classes 

The kindergarten we help at every week, had a 

special summer festival this month. We we able to 

meet many of the kids parents and invite them to 

our studies.  The children dressed up in traditional Yu-

katas and Kimonos and enjoyed the games and food. 

The children also made a portable shrine and were 

taught the proper way to hold and carry around the 

court yard. The kids were very cute, but we were again 

saddened about how much the Buddhist and Shinto re-

ligions and traditions are ingrained into the Japanese 

way of life and culture. It is very difficult to separate them. 

Some boys we met 

at the only Basket-

ball park within a 

45 min drive. We 

enjoyed playing a 

few games and  the 

boys almost beat us 

a couple of times.  
Wednesday Evening Bible and English study 

The 5 year olds getting ready to 

carry their (pokemon) shrine. Just 

fun to the kids.  Sad to us. 

Some of the cute little 

girls from the older 

class at the kindergarten  

Hana 

and 

Megu 



 

 The health of Obata-san and his wife. 

 To keep studying the Japanese language and building relationships as best we can.  

 To be able to help the Christians here to understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ. 

 As we wrap up our first year and prepare for our furlough in September. 

 Prayers for the Haruna Summer Study camp for this month.   

 For all those we meet and that they will one day obey the Gospel.  

 For Paul to find someone to help become a leader and a “Timothy” for the work here. 

Our Prayer Requests 
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 The longer we are here in Japan the more we see the pieces of heritage that have been passed down from 

one generation to another. I’m not talking about the Japanese culture, but a Christian heritage. The first   

missionaries to come to Japan were some of the most selfless people. They came to a country without our   

modern conveniences or communication. They learned the language by being a part of the people, which is 

a huge task in itself. Obata-san took us to Karuizawa this month to see where some of the first missionaries 

started. For such a small town there were quite a few church buildings and they are still being used today. 

We also visited a very special cabin built by J.M. McCaleb, one of the first 

church of Christ missionaries to Japan. He built this cabin as a retreat for 

preachers and missionaries to be able to get away and relax when times got 

too stressful. Now it hasn’t been used in quite some time and Obata-san 

would like to have it restored to its original purpose someday. We also visited 

other church buildings and enjoyed the quiet atmosphere. In one church that 

is over a hundred years old the three of us enjoyed singing a hymn together.  
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Building a heritage  

Paul and I celebrated our anni-

versary in Tokyo this year! 

First we went to Tokyo sealife 

Aquarium and took a stroll by 

the Tokyo bay then we were 

able to eat at one of 

our favorite places, 

Outback Steakhouse. 

As soon as we 

stepped through the 

doors we felt like we 

were back in the US. 

It was a special day 

that we will always 

remember.  

Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog. 

Paul and I in front of J.M. McCaleb’s cabin. 

Inside a 100 year old Ka-

ruizawa union church 

building. Built in 1906. 

This church still meets 

every Sunday for worship. 

This is a church building built by Charles Croft Shaw 

with the Anglican church back in 1895. And was later 

re-built in 

1992 as a 

memorial 

to him. It 

is open 

all year 

around 

for all to 

see and to 

worship 

here. 


