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   We are happy to say that we have survived the first year in Japan!!    

I am writing this newsletter on the same day we left Kansas, one year 

ago, and headed into the unknown. What a wonderful year it has 

been!  Don’t get me wrong, it has been a very tough and challenging 

year, but we have received so many great rewards. The Lord has been 

good to us and watched over us as so many of you have prayed.  We 

thank all of our friends and family for the continued prayers, support, 

phone calls, and care packages.  Every single one lifted our spirits and           

encouraged us more that you will ever know. We will be heading out of 

Haruna for our furlough this Friday the 3rd, so we will be seeing most of you really soon!  
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Spreading the Gospel 
   This month Paul was able to preach the last Sunday before we 

left. His topic was on worship.  He encouraged the congregation 

to not fall into the trap of treating the building like a temple, but 

to let ourselves be transformed by true worship in the recognition 

of who God is.  We continue to teach and pray for the members 

to become not only converts, but true disciples. 

On Wednesday evenings, along with the growing kids classes, the 

adult class has been adapted to a new family that has been join-

ing us. Nakajima-san and her two children, Ayaka, and Keisho 

have been coming every Wednesday evening for the past month 

and a half. The children are an excellent addition to the kids class. 

The evening they first came Obata-san was in Tokyo performing a 

funeral, so Paul was without a translator. So he decided to try the 

beginning book in the Friends Speak series. It is very basic study 

of English and Bible stories. So far Nakajima-san has been enjoy-

ing the class and her children are remarkable too! We have really 

enjoyed them coming. We pray that the start of the school year 

will still leave them time to be able to come. Please pray that they 

find it necessary to keep studying God’s word with us.  

    Summer is a great time to see the awesome fireworks in Japan. 

Sadly enough they are mostly shot on Sunday. August is an      

especially busy firework month with so many towns having their 

Summer Festivals. We were able to go to Haruna’s and Takasaki’s. 

The fireworks were like nothing we had seen before. The shapes 

and colors were amazing. And also we got to see first hand some 

of the Obata family fireworks.  
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Fireworks from the 

Summer festivals in 

Takasaki and Haruna.  

Sunday morning worship with  Obata-san’s 

visiting family, and some of our regular    

members. 

Tea time with Dwight and Josephine Albright 
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Haruna Summer Study Camp  
This year we organized our first study camp at the church building 

for the kids in the area. We had heard that they get quiet a bit of 

homework over their 4 week summer break, so we wanted to help 

in some way. With a lot of help from friends and members at the 

church we hosted the first Haruna Summer Study Camp. We    

modeled it after a VBS (vacation Bible school) style, but with some 

extra time for their homework. It was held 6 times through out the 

month of August. During the camp we started with homework 

time, helping them with math, writing, and English. Then we would 

have Obata-san read a Bible story to the children and most days 

teach them a Bible song either in English or Japanese. Then we 

would end with a fun activity or craft. Together we made giant 

bubbles, rockets, beaded crosses, picture frames, and had a     

scavenger hunt around the church building. It was great to see the 

kids get involved and get to know us a little better. We even had a 

few mothers and one grandfather come and watch the kids during 

the events. We were so thankful for the number of kids that came 

each day. On average we had 8 kids per class. And it was great to 

find an activity that involves the parents too.  We are really looking 

forward to next years camp, and making it bigger and better! 

I think Nakasone-san enjoyed making the 

giant bubbles more than the kids did.  

Nakasone-san helping Hinaki-chan with 

their calligraphy homework.  

Paul checking Minabi-kun’s math homework. 

Our last day of the Camp, Aug 27th. The kids  

received certificates for completing the camp.  

Our group on Aug. 6th. Making rockets 

out of plastic bottles and corks. 

Shouri-kun and his mom Sei-san after he 

won the scavenger hunt on Aug. 23rd. 

Two moms that stayed to help. Ayako-san 

stayed all 6 times, and brought her friend. 

Me, helping the kids with the 

beaded cross craft on Aug. 9th. 



    Our contact info: 
       Paul & Stacey Herrington                                                     
       Comfort Town G                                                                    
      1519-1 Hongo-machi              
      Takasakishi, Japan 370-3334  
 

   Phone: 316-448-6010 (free from the US)  
   Email: paulstacey@herringtonjapan.com 
   Website: www.herringtonjapan.com 
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We had another goodbye this month at the 

church. Amy Ives grew up in Japan and has been    

living in Gunma for the past year teaching at a 

Women's University, about 45 minutes from the 

church. She has been a great help, and             

encouragement to the church here and we are so 

sad to see here go. She is returning to Oklahoma to finish her Masters Degree 

in teaching English. She has been a wonderful blessing to us and we know she 

will be a joy to the next congregation she goes to.   
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Amy leaving  

   We were invited to our first BBQ of the summer. Mie-san 

and a few of her work friends got together and planned a 

great afternoon at the Haruna Park. It was a beautiful spot. 

We enjoyed brats, steak, chicken, and grilled veggies. After-

wards we taught them how  to throw a Frisbee and all 

joined in a throwing contest. It was a lot of fun and every-

one had smores after we were done. It’s always nice to 

meet more people our age.  It is very difficult to make real 

friends here with our language skill level so this was a great 

opportunity to continue our efforts.  Mie-san has been a 

continual source of contacts for us and she always has the 

greatest ideas for outreach.  We are thankful for her. 

Amy’s last Sunday service at      

Haruna before returning to  

America. 

The Obatas, Amy and Tomoko.  

Everyone at the BBQ. Left to Right: Ri-san, Hana-

chan, Tatsuya-san, Megu-chan, Paul, Mie-san ,and 

Shouta-san. And me taking the photo. 



 

 The health of Obata-san and his wife, especially while we are in America. 

 To keep studying the Japanese language and building relationships as best we can.  

 To be able to help the Christians here to understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ. 

 As we are visiting friends and family in America, from September 3rd to October 3rd. 

 Praise for a great turn out to the Haruna Summer Study Camp.   

 For all those we meet and that they will one day obey the Gospel.  

 For Paul to find someone to help become a leader and a “Timothy” for the work here. 

Our Prayer Requests 

4 

August 2010  

 This month we had a couple of special guests, Dwight and 

Josephine Albright. They were missionaries in Japan in the 

late 1970’s and 1980’s. After they moved back to the states 

to help take care of elderly parents they have returned 

every year to Japan to help teach and encourage the 

churches here. They take a couple of months and travel all 

over Japan. They are such a great couple and well          

respected by everyone. We had the pleasure of having 

them in Haruna the last Sunday of the month. They were 

able to hear Paul preach and give us lots of advice and 

suggestions for our next year in Japan. On Monday, we all 

went to visit Obata Town. Yep, its where Obata’s family is 

from.  There  was  a lot of history and culture there for 

Obata-san. We were so happy to be able to see where his 

family roots started from.  It is such an encouragement to 

spend time with these veteran missionaries.  We are thank-

ful for their time and that the wonderful Park Ave. church 

of Christ continues to support the churches in Japan! 
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A visit from experienced missionaries   

Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog. 

Obata-san, Paul, Josephine, and Dwight. 

All of us enjoying a nice cool 

Soba lunch in Obata Town. 

A map of  Obata town.  


