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Praying for Dad 
Some of you may know that my father’s 
initial surgery to remove a tumor on his 

right kidney was very successful.        
We were so blessed that he could have a 

procedure that spared most of the 
kidney and that was done with five 

small incisions rather that one large one 
half way around his body.  

His recovery has not been what we had 
hoped.  He has fallen a couple of times, 

and has had other complications 
leading to a second emergency surgery 

and lots of antibiotics.  Perhaps the 
biggest challenge has been an ongoing 

confusion he is experiencing. 

There have been a couple of times 
where I have had to wrestle with the 

possibility of making an unplanned trip 
back to be with my parents.  I have 

decided to make a trip back this winter 
exclusively to be with my parents for a 
few weeks.  Please continue to pray for 

Dad’s healing and for our family. 

Joining Hands To Encourage 
- Nine people from Mito Church make the 1.5 hour journey 

together to encourage three Christians in Daigo - 

Atsushi shared how some pre- and post-war evangelism was to 
go into the small inland villages in Japan and China rather than 
big cities. The Daigo Church, established in 1951, has 3 or 4 
members now.  Last Sunday, nine of us went to encourage this 
small group and I preached from Matt. 13:44-46.  Daigo is 
famous for apples, and we planned to go apple picking but the 
harvest season is late this year, so we enjoyed the view and the 
fellowship instead. 

Preaching Acts 27-8 
Nov 7 @ Mito church 

IC Festival 
Nov 2-3 on campus 
I plan to attend this 
annual event to support 
the students who are 
selling used clothes to 
raise money for the 
Cambodian children. 

Wedding 
Nov 23 @ Mito church 
Masato & Ryoko will 
be married at Mito 
church on this national 
holiday.  Atsushi will 
perform the ceremony 
and I will assist. 

S E P T E M B E R / O C T O B E R  2 0 1 0  

Thanksgiving Party 
Nov 20 @ Mito church 

Mission Sunday 
Nov 21 @ Mito church 
August Cambodia Trip 
report & prayer time 
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Work-Related Prayer Requests 
You are actively participating in God’s mission and 

Kingdom growth in Japan when dedicated to prayer.  
Thank you so much for playing a vital part in this work.  

May God bless your work of prayer and may we 
experience His power at work. 

EBC: Outreach to Others 
Meeting twice a month, non-Japanese church members lead 

a Bible discussion in English with 1-4 students.  Recently, 
we had a day outing and picnic at Hitachi Seaside Park to 

deepen relationships, involve EBC students’ families, and to 
allow Japanese church members to build natural friendships 

too.  Please pray for those who are coming into contact with 
God’s word, and pray that they will seek and find Him. 

AETs & Discipleship Groups 
Recently, the Tsunekis and I hosted a prayer night on 

October 22 for the AETs (Assistant English Teachers) as 
they make decisions about their future and whether or not 

they will sign another contract.  Please pray for the growth 
and challenges being experienced in the Wednesday PM 

discipleship groups. 

Young Adults: Cell Group & Retreat 
We will experience a big change when Erisa, one of our core 

members, will move to the US in December for 2 years to 
work as an Au Pair.  Our group continues to grow deeper, 

and we’ll do an overnight retreat in the mountains of Nikko 
on November 7-8.  Please pray for this group of young 

adults by name: Gaku, Erisa, Noriyo, Ryoko, Hoshimi, 

Takumi, Tatsuya and Hiroaki. 

Ibaraki Christian: Takumi & So 
I continue to go to the campus every Tuesday for chapel, 

and to spend time with the students.  Recently, I have gotten 
to know a few new students, but quality time continues to be 

with Takumi, Yuki, Sara, and So.  I recently spoke in chapel 
again on October 19.  I’m staying in the evenings for a 

prayer group led by So.  So is a freshman education major, 
and a young Christian.  Last week, God blessed us with five 

hours of conversation and discipleship time.  This month, I 
request you to focus your prayers for Takumi and for So. 
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Clockwise from top left: 
Takumi, Erisa, So, Hiroaki 

Top: EBC students, 
and church members 
at an EBC event; 
Center: Atsushi & I 
with four of the AETs; 
Right: Josh & one of 
his EBC students 
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“Growing Deeper, Going Beyond” 
 - Mito Church Annual Fall Retreat – October 10-11, 2010 @ Tsukubane Center on Mt. Tsukuba -  

When I arrived in Mito, many people fondly 
talked about last year’s church retreat.  It was a 
time that helped to solidify and bring together 
many in the church.  I felt like the church really 
needed that again this year, in the midst of all of 
our transitions and leadership changes, and I 
was longing for something like that for myself 
to help me feel more connected than what 2-3 
hours on a Sunday morning will allow.  There 
is something special that God does when His 
people draw away to have an extended time 
focused only on worshipping Him, and to 
fellowship with each other.  This year, God 
again exceeded our expectations and blessed all 
the preparations for the retreat. 

Before the weekend even took place, it was 
great to watch 15 members come together to 
pray, and to volunteer for responsibilities.  With 
forty participants (a 50/50 split of Japanese and 
foreign members), our theme was this year’s 
vision, and Atsushi prepared discussions from 
John 15:1-11 and Matt 12:33-37 for our small 
groups.  I led the Jr/Sr High group as a way to 
begin growing them.  I also planned our time of 
worship, where we did 12 prayer stations 
around the room ranging in focus from prayer 
that is introspective, to prayer for the nations of 
the world.  Sasha helped me with the time 
consuming preparation.  I give thanks to God 
for dwelling amongst us at the retreat! 

Sasha: On Furlough 
From October 12 to November 30, Sasha will be traveling 
throughout the US to report on her two year missionary 

apprenticeship with me, to visit family, and to seek funds 
to remain in Japan to continue her work. 

On October 3, Mito Church unanimously approved an extension of Sasha’s 
work here amongst us.  I felt incredible joy as I saw another person make a 
commitment to pour her life into the mission of God in this nation.  Sasha 
has and continues to meet many challenges as a single woman missionary 
in a challenging nation at a time when world economies are also taxed.  
Please pray for her as she takes steps of faith to answer God’s call. 
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Sasha (r) pictured with Stacey, an apprentice in Haruna. 



 

 

 
A “Handful” Of Other News… 
On second and fourth Sundays in September and October, I’ve been 
teaching about Spiritual Disciplines.  Next month, I will add a 
singing class on first and third Sundays.  In these two months, I also 
preached on Acts 17 and 19, and helped mentor the leaders for the 
Wednesday night discipleship groups.  Atsushi, Sasha and I traveled 
to Tachikawa for a church event, and I led a devotional at the 
Ibaraki ministers’ workshop this month.  We had a fellowship meal 
honouring our elderly church members, and enjoyed picking Asian 

pears at an orchard together (see 
Atsushi’s pictures shown here), and 
served the homeless in Mito. 
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Into His Hands is sent monthly to those who 
wish to know prayer requests for my work.  I 
also send out a quarterly work report entitled 

Being His Hands. 
 

Partnering together with the leadership of 
Mito Church of Christ, my work is primarily 
overseen by the Bramalea Church of Christ in 
Brampton, Ontario and American funds are 

collected through the East Hill Church of 
Christ in York, Nebraska. 

 
Thank you for your partnership.  If you know 
someone who wants to receive this, or if you 

want to be removed from this report list, I 
can be contacted at the following address: 

joelosborne4@yahoo.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Joel Osborne 

2-25 Yurigaoka-cho 

Mito, Ibaraki JAPAN 311-1134 

Cell: 81-90-6228-1977 

Mito Church of Christ 

1-2-35 Omachi 

Mito, Ibaraki JAPAN  310-0062 

Phone/FAX: 81-29-231-1669 

http://www.mitochurch.org 

Lots of Visitors… 
From the time we first moved to Sendai, we used to have visitors stay in our home every 

month.  Recently, God has opened that opportunity for hospitality again, here, in Mito.  We had Heather 

Worsham (an AET) who was recovering after a hospital stay, her father, another AET’s home church friend, 

and Dwight & Josephine Albright stay with us in September.  In October, my brother, Greg Gillham, and 

OC’s president, Dr. O’Neal, came to Japan for a few days.  We are excited to see Yuko (from Sendai) and Yoko 

(from Morioka) who plan to visit Mito in November.  They will be our first Tohoku visitors since we moved. 


