
Newsletter August 2010

Dear brothers and sisters,
In the month of August I finished a survey on the New Testament as a Sunday and Wednesday 
night series. Just like the Old Testament Survey, the material will be placed on the church's 
website and can be downloaded as soon as I have edited it. I was told that one congregation in 
Germany is using my Old Testament Survey for a Bible class in church. I am glad to know 
that this material is used by another church as class material. Lena´s mother visited us in the 
middle of August. Soon after her arrival we left with her for vacation.

Vacation Time and Visit of the Congregation in St. Gallen
Our family enjoyed summer vacation in Germany, 
Austria, Liechtenstein, Italy, and Switzerland. On 
Saturday August 21 we visited my brother  who lives 
near  the border of four countries. We had dinner with 
him, his wife, their daughter, Anja, and her newly 
wedded husband, Andy. They got married on July 17 of 
this year. On Sunday we worshiped with the 
congregation in St. Gallen, where my brother and a few 
members of the Thun Church of Christ started a 

Dinner at my brother's apartment              church plant in 1995. Four couples and a single lady 
worship there now. The former preacher of the congregation in Zurich preached on the 
Sunday of our visit. In the congregation in Thun we continue to ask church members for 
contributions for St. Gallen every last Sunday of the month because my brother lost a lot of 
his support from US congregations. Franziska, who became 
a Christian in Thun in the 1980's, and her husband Marco, 
who grew up in the St. Gallen region, invited us for lunch. 
We appreciate their long year efforts in St. Gallen.  After 
that we enjoyed much of the time at the Bodensee (a lake) 
by the German, Austrian and Swiss border. Then we 
continued our trip to the lake of Como in Italy near the 
Swiss border. One day we went to Milan to visit the great 
Dome. At the end of our trip we spent in the sunny and 
warm Tessin in Switzerland. We are refreshed to continue      In front of the large Dome in Milan
 to do to the Lord's work in Thun. 
                                                                                                  
The Plans of the Church for Fall
On September 12 and October 30 a few members of the congregation take part in a fund 
raising campaign for orphans in the Ukraine at a booth that is reserved in Steffisburg for these 
two days. Every one who makes a donation will receive a leaflet for a Sunday morning series 
that is designed for guests. I will be speaking on three Sunday mornings on the following 
topics: „The Perfect Father“, „God Cares like a Mother“, „A Family That Takes Care of One 
Another. „ The dates of the sermons will be October 31, November 14, and November 28. On 



Saturday, December 11 we will have our yearly Knusperfestli. To prepare us for inviting 
friends and relatives, I will be speaking in October on „Confessing Christ in the World.“ 

Tino is Leaving Us Soon for Many Years
Tino’s wife, Monica, has talked for many years about wanting to leave Switzerland to live in a 
poor country for a few years. In October she and Tino are leaving Switzerland for South 
America. During a half a year they will travel to several places in the world to visit people and 
do hiking trips before they will settle down in Bolivia. There Monica will be looking for a job 
as a nurse and Tino as a computer specialist. If they should not find a job there, they will be 
open to live and work in another country. Tino has served in great ways in this church all 
these years. He has been preaching once every three months, teaching a Bible class once a 
year and working hard on the website of the church. We will miss him. He will continue to 
work on our website from Bolivia. We trust that God will keep Tino strong in his faith. 

News about People
Marcel continues to recover from the two back surgeries that he had in July. Angelica gave 
birth to a girl at the beginning of September (see report September). We rejoice with her and 
her husband Mirko. Lucia had to be hospitalized because her blood pressure was far too high. 
She is doing well again. 

Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world this fall
-Marcel who continues to recover from his back surgery
-The health of Elfriede, 81, and her being able to move to an elderly residency soon
-Lena’s mother who finished undergoing chemotherapy to fight breast cancer
-Peter who has been unemployed since January of this year
-Regina’s husband, Peter, who is looking for a full-time teaching position for ethnology
-Babies: Ilja’s, Robin's, Elena’s and Jeanette’s health and continual growth 
-Angelica who gave birth to a girl and her husband Mirko
-Anna, 20, who continues to attend church on Sunday morning once or twice a month
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 18; Benjamin, 14; Rahel, 13; 
-Ueli, a church visitor, who went to serve in the military service for several months
-Margrit and Johanna who remain indecisive 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 
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