
Newsletter 18 September 2010

Dear brothers and sisters,

At the beginning of September we returned from vacation. We were very glad to know that with the 
current amount of support enough funds were available to continue the work. Although the dollar 
exchange rate is very low, it doesn't force us to look for additional funds. We hope the dollar will 
raise soon. Thank you for your faithful support that makes our continual mission efforts possible. 

Angelica Gave Birth to a Baby Girl
While we were still on vacation, Angelica gave birth to a baby girl with 
the name Joline on September 6. The baby' s middle name is Rachel. Her 
weight at birth was 2450 gram and she was 46 cm tall. She was born only 
a few days before Angelica was expected to give birth to the child. It is 
indeed a  very tiny child, but she is healthy and growing quickly. We 
congratulated the mother, Angelica, and Mirko who is the father. It is 
their very first child. We hope that as a congregation we will be blessed 
still with more babies in the next few years. Next year we will be able to 
start a children' class on Sunday morning in which some babies of young 
church couples will be a part of. We will also try to reach out to young 

Joline and her parents             families

A New Start with Johanna for a Bible Study
My father met Johanna several times at a store over the last few months. Every time she tells him 
she wants to come to church and every time my father says to her he would be glad to see her. 
Johanna also asked for another Bible study. Lena, I and my father were expecting her at our 
apartment. The topic that I chose for this time was on “discipleship.” Jesus had many “would want 
to be followers” whom he told about the cost of being a disciple. Johanna takes her husband as 
reason why she cannot come to church. He likes to go to a large church where he can go in and out 
without anyone noticing it. Even though Johanna believes that this is not how it ought to be, she 
goes along with him. We encouraged her to act as an example for him coming to our assembly once 
a month. This is what she intends to do beginning with October. At the same time we will continue 
with her a Bible study. We have worked with Johanna for about six years. We hope that she will be 
coming to church in October for the first time.

First Day at A Booth This Year Collecting Money for Orphans in the Ukraine
On Saturday September 12, we reserved a booth in front of the 
Landi store in Steffisburg to collect money for orphans in the 
Ukraine. We reserved the booth for three Saturdays this fall. It 
will be free of charge. This first Saturday we put up some art 
works made by Ukrainian orphans. Martha knitted some 
sweaters for children to be sold. Most people though donated 
money, but some bought sweaters. We collected a total of more 
than 800 Francs on that day which is about 800 US Dollars. We 
were extremely glad about the large amount of money that we     Kornelia, Elfriede, and Martha at the
collected on that first day. This was also an opportunity to pass    booth for orphans in the Ukraine 
a leaflet to each one who had put money into the money box. The leaflet is an invitation for Sunday 
morning of October 31, November 14 and November 28, when I will speak on some special topics. 
The topics have the titles “The Perfect Father,” “The Mother Who Always Cares for Her Children,” 
and “The Family in which Everyone is There for One Another.” It is a series on God and the family 



of God. The next collection for orphans will be on October 30, one day before I will speak on “The 
Perfect Father” during worship service on Sunday morning. 
 
                                                          Men's Retreat

I attended this year's men retreat in Germany on the topic of 
holiness. There were about 80 men of all ages present at the 
retreat. The retreat helps me to stay in contact with preachers 
and leading members from the whole German speaking part of 
Europe. It also helps me to see where German speaking 
churches are from the point of missions and ability to grow 
churches. Though the unity of German speaking churches is 
growing, I am disturbed over the kind of issues that still start off 
quarrels and split churches. There is not always good and 

 The whole group of men at the retreat   healthy teaching that helps encourage and grow local churches 
through God's power. Next year Swiss preachers will organize the men's retreat in Germany at the 
preacher's meeting that meets once every third month.

News about People
Peter was able to do a work for two weeks for a company in Basel. 
After that he will be unemployed again. Marcel is still having 
problems with his back. He will have to undergo a third back 
surgery. Tino and Mo gave “a good by party.” The next few months 
they will be traveling to different places in the world before they 
will settle down in South America where they will live for the next 
few years. Ueli, a church visitor, started his education as electrical 
engineer in the city of Biel this summer. James and Martine are 
trying to connect him with the local house church near Biel which    Tino and Mo preparing “the Good  
is about 40 miles from Thun.                                                                           Bye Party” 
  
Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world this fall
-Marcel who has to undergo a third back surgery
-The health of Elfriede, 81, and her being able to move to an elderly residency soon
-Lena’s mother who finished undergoing chemotherapy to fight breast cancer
-Peter who has been unemployed since January of this year
-Regina’s husband, Peter, who is looking for a full-time teaching position for ethnology
-Babies: Ilja’s, Robin's, Elena’s, Jeanette’s, and Joline's health and continual growth 
-Anna, 20, who continues to attend church on Sunday morning once or twice a month
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 18; Benjamin, 14; Rahel, 13; 
-Ueli, a church visitor, who started his education as electrical engineer
-Our Bible study with Johanna and her ability to come to church a first time
-Tino and Mo traveling

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 
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