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   The chilly days of fall have arrived. All the green leaves have turned to the 

most  beautiful shades of red, orange, gold, and brown.  It’s our second fall in 

Japan and we are excited to see the changes from last year. Being here over a 

year now has really been a blessing, because now we 

are starting to see the fruit of the labor. In a place 

where everything is different for us we can’t help but 

look back to see how things have grown and know 

the Lord has been giving the increase in ALL things!  

God’s word will not return to Him empty!   

   This month’s sermon Paul decided he wanted to 

give the congregation more scripture. He had heard of preach-

ers just reading the “Greatest sermon ever written” to people 

and then letting the words soak in. The “Greatest Sermon” is 

Jesus’ sermon on the mount in Matthew chapter 5, 6 & 7. So 

he practiced reading it in Japanese straight from the Bible.    

Sometimes its hard to know where people are in their spiritual 

walks and understanding, because the Japanese don't usually 

get as personal as fast as Americans do.   In Haruna we have a 

hard time getting people to sit down to a Bible study or discus-

sion. So this month we wanted to really rely on the Spirit and 

let God’s word be the emphasis.  The task of reading 3 chap-

ters in Japanese straight from the Bible sounded simple, but 

turned out to be much more difficult than Paul thought.  Read-

ing the Japanese with expression and conviction is a complex 

task.  But together with Brother Obata’s help they made it  

through together. 

    This month we also resumed our once a month singing 

after worship. On the third Sunday of the month we sing a 

few new Japanese song together. We decided to try some 

original Japanese hymns that were set to traditional melodies,  

but the words have been changed to spiritual hymns.  We had 

a small, but productive class. Paul and I enjoy learning tradi-

tional Japanese songs. On a good note we also had a top atten-

dance for the Haruna church at the Area wide worship in To-

kyo at Ochanomizu church of Christ.  We had Rieko-san join 

us and she had never been before. We were really excited to 

share this with her. It’s such a great opportunity to talk and 

share with other brothers and sisters in Christ. Not to mention  

how great it feels to sing praises to God with over 200 people 

instead of the usual 7 people on average attendance in Haruna. 

Top: Paul and I at Karuizawa. 

 

Left: Obata-san and Rumiko-

san at Sunset Point. 
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Rieko-san, me, Paul, Rumiko-san, Hamana-san, & Obata-san 
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      Again we’ve had some ups and downs with the attendance 

of our Wednesday evening Bible study classes. The adults have 

slowly stopped coming. Some because they say they are too 

busy, and others because of health problems. But God has 

changed this into a positive situation for us.  I’ve had, on aver-

age 1-3 kids every Wednesday evening, just about the right 

number for me to keep control of. This month we have seen the 

first fruits of the Kindergarten come to the church. Three      

sisters have been coming every Wednesday since the first of 

November. We were so excited when they came through he 

door with their dad and grandmother. So with the sudden    

doubling of my class I could really use the help of another pair 

of hands. So Paul has been co-teaching with me. This is really 

exciting for me, because now I can be a little more adventurous 

with my lessons. So far we have been able to add some small 

acting and crafts to the lessons. And Paul has been a great help 

with bringing the lesson to the 

kid’s ears with a little more fun. 

We are so blessed that God has 

given us 

this small 

seed to 

watch it 

grow.  
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    Our contact info: 
       Paul & Stacey Herrington                                                     
       Comfort Town G                                                                    
      1519-1 Hongo-machi              
      Takasakishi, Japan 370-3334  
 
   Phone: 316-448-6010 (free from the US)  
   Email: paulstacey@herringtonjapan.com 
   Website: www.herringtonjapan.com 
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Singing 

Jesus Loves 

me in Japa-

nese with 

the kids.  

We were acting out when Jesus, as a boy, 

goes to the temple in Jerusalem.  

Everyone going to Jerusalem.  

After Jesus’ parents realize He is not 

with them, they go back to Jerusalem  

to find Him. Everyone practicing how to say  

“Jerusalem”.  



      HHHERRINGTONSERRINGTONSERRINGTONS   INININ   HHHARUNAARUNAARUNA   
Building relationships  November 2010  

3 

       Thanksgiving 2010. Last year for Thanksgiving we had a very small 

gathering of two other couples at our house. It was a great time, but this year we 

wanted to share one our favorite holidays with a few more people. The idea first 

sprang into Paul’s head when he found two 8+ lb turkeys at Costco. The wheels 

began turning. After seriously thinking, praying and planning, we decided we 

could have about 20 or so people over for thanksgiving. So Paul started on the list 

of invitees. We assumed some people wouldn’t be interested in an American meal 

(with no Japanese food allowed on the tables) or they would be busy and not be 

able to come. We really wanted to share this special time with people we have 

gotten to know over the past year. We saw it as a great outreach and a warm way 

to share some American culture. Paul started handing out the invites and we soon had over 

30 people coming! I have to say I was getting a little stressed out about how food was going 

to be prepared. I only have one oven and it’s also my microwave, and it’s the size of an 

American microwave. Also I only have 2 stove top burners and one pie plate. So I was very 

limited on cooking space. So the meal planning began. I selected the easiest recipes, and   

depending on how they could be cooked, put everything into a schedule to make sure it could be done and 

hoped for the best. I also extended an invitation to anyone that wanted to help cook an American dish. Until a 

few days before the dinner I had 2 definite volunteers, then the day before 1 canceled. I was stressing a little. 

But with getting a few things done the day before, and three wonderful ladies coming to my rescue, we got 

everything made. We even had time to make some fun table decorations.  Everyone arrived and the food was 

on the table. Paul had prepared a short speech in Japanese to explain the origins of the holiday and what it 

means to our family. He then shared our Herrington family tradition of going around the table and sharing 

what we are most thankful to God for. It was really neat to see everyone joining in and sharing.  It was a big 

hit and  everyone was talking and getting to know each other. It was truly a blessing to us to share this with 

our Japanese family. God has enlarged our family so much since coming to Japan! 

Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information. 
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Our Prayer Requests 

    This month we are gearing up for the annual 

Christmas concert.  Every December 23rd, three of 

Obata-san’s friends put together a beautiful        

classical music program for the community. He 

invites the children to a special program with fun 

songs and a Christmas story. And in the evening 

the church is packed with people from all over. 

Obata-san always takes the opportunity to share a 

message from the Bible with them. We’ve com-

pleted the flyers, mailed out postcards and finished 

the small ornament gifts that everyone receives.   

This concert is just a service we provide to the 

community, but also it lets the local people become 

more comfortable with the church’s presence here. 

 The health of Obata-san and his wife, Rumiko-san. 

 To keep studying the Japanese language and building relationships as best we can.  

 To be able to help the Christians here to understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ.  

 For all those we meet and that they will one day obey the Gospel.  

 For the safety of our baby to be born in Japan next May.  

 For Paul to find someone to help become a leader and a “Timothy” for the work here. 

 To help us find new ways to Outreach in our community. 

 To find some good renters for our house in Wichita, Ks while we are in Japan. 

     We have finally found a hospital for the baby to be born at.  

And are still in the process of figuring out all the details be-

tween now and that big day next year! So far we have had a 

smooth and uncomplicated pregnancy. The doctors and staff are 

very helpful and have made special arrangements to give us all 

the information we need in English. It’s scary sometimes not 

really knowing what's going on, but I know God already loves 

this child more that we ever could and that He is watching over 

us. We hope to be able to find out the baby’s gender in the next 

few appointments.  We discovered the doctors like to be 100% 

sure before they will tell us if it’s a boy or girl, so it may take a 

little longer to find out. At our hospital they do an ultrasound at 

every visit, so we are excitedly tracking the baby’s progress.  

Japan’s medical science is very advanced but the culture here is 

very different.  We are in for an interesting pregnancy. 

Baby update  

Paul , Rumiko-san and I make 

the ornament gifts for our 

Christmas concert.  

This ultrasound was at our 10 week appointment. 

Now I’m in my 17th week and feeling great! 


