
      HHHERRINGTONSERRINGTONSERRINGTONS   INININ   HHHARUNAARUNAARUNA   

The work in Haruna 

 December 2010 

    This month Paul preached about being the “Light of the world” as 

Jesus talks about in Matthew 5:14. He decided to try a little different 

method of teaching.  It’s very hard to judge the response to preaching 

here so Paul decided to integrate a few more visual aids into the  

sermon to illustrate the concept of Christians reflecting the light of 

Christ.  He actually got a few comments after the lesson, which is very 

rare here.  Also one of the members made a framed calligraphy of the 

character for “light” for a Christmas present to us.  We were very      

encouraged and continue to try new ways to communicate the gospel 

message in a clear and understandable way without violating the    

culture.  This is an especially challenging point. For example, at one 

part of the sermon Paul wanted to break a mirror to show even as 

Christians our lives are shattered by tragedy sometimes.  But we 

soon found out from Brother Obata that this would be especially 

distracting to the members and there is a superstition about divorce 

and a broken mirror.  Paul broke the mirror in advance and was still 

able to use it, but omitted the “at the pulpit breaking.”  This is the 

fun of dealing with other cultures.  

    This Christmas  we also had fun making sugar cookies and    

passing them out to the Wednesday night class and neighbors. 

Hana and Megu-chan came over one evening to help. It was nice to 

see how the neighbors responded in a more friendly way this year 

compared to last. Relationships are so slow to progress here for us. 

And these little reminders are always needed to keep us encouraged.  

Staying connected to the community and our neighbors isn’t always 

easy, but it is so important.  (But sometimes it is fun too!)  

We wish you Merry Christmas We wish you Merry Christmas We wish you Merry Christmas    

and A Happy New Year!!and A Happy New Year!!and A Happy New Year!!   
 

   Another year has started here in Japan. We can’t believe it’s 2011 already. 

We have a lot to look forward to this year and a lot to be thankful 

for from last year. Our initial two year commitment to the HIM 

program will be complete this August and we will be looking at 

the future to see where God wants us to be after that time. But in 

the mean time we are focusing our time and efforts on the rela-

tionships we have made here and what we can leave for the mem-

bers to take over when we return to America. Please pray for us as we seek God’s will in these things. 
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Cookies! Paul had already eaten the “Merry”      

cookies. So it’s just Christmas.    
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Thank you  
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    We have to say a special thank you to EVERYONE! We are so grateful for the love, spiritual support, and 

financial support we receive on a daily basis from our friends and family. The Christmas cards, Facebook 

notes, care packages, phone calls, Skype video calls, and letters keep us focused and filled with joy to pass 

along to the people here. We really do thrive on the encouragement we receive from back home. It is such 

an amazing experience to be apart of such a wonderful and loving brotherhood that extends across the 

world. Thank you again for everything.  



Community & Children’s ministry 

   Wednesday evening children’s class has been one of 

the most well received ministries we have started. Over 

the past year God has increased our numbers to a steady 

6-8 children every Wednesday. We are so excited to be 

working with the children and to be teaching them about 

God. The last Wednesday of the month we decided to 

have a craft and game night. We all made Christmas 

trees and played a relay game. The children really        

enjoyed the fun and being able to act silly with us. We 

are so blessed to be apart of these children's lives. 

    This month we were invited to both the Kindergar-

ten’s Christmas activities. First was the annual Christ-

mas concert. The children sang, played instruments and 

acted out a play. Afterwards we stayed around and 

talked to a few of the children and their parents. Then on 

Christmas Eve, we joined the children again for their class 

party. The principal asked us to sing a song for the chil-

dren too. We, along with the teachers from the older 

classes and Keiko-san, sang “Hark the Herald  

Angels Sing” in English. We were really happy 

that all the teachers joined us for the song. We 

also taught the older class the song “We wish 

you a Merry Christmas” and sang it together for 

everyone. Then Santa and Mr. snowman came 

for a visit and passed out presents for the kids.  
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    Our contact info: 
       Paul & Stacey Herrington                                                     
       Comfort Town G                                                                    
      1519-1 Hongo-machi              
      Takasakishi, Japan 370-3334  
 

   Phone: 316-448-6010 (free from the US)  
   Email: paulstacey@herringtonjapan.com 
   Website: www.herringtonjapan.com 
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Our last class of the year. 

Reading a Bible story, 

making a paper Christmas 

tree, and a relay game. 

The Kindergarten’s 

Christmas Concert 

for all their parents. 

The kids’ Christmas party. 

Singing together and visiting 

with Santa and Mr. Snowman  



Christmas in Japan 

    This is our second Christmas in Japan. It’s our favorite 

holiday of the year,  but it’s hard to get into the Christmas 

mood when no one else around you is celebrating. It’s also 

confusing when you see lights everywhere, Christmas music 

playing and even Colonel Sanders at the KFC is dressed up 

like Santa. But despite the differences once again we were 

uplifted with a couple of wonderful events. First was the  

annual Christmas Concert that the Haruna Church of Christ hosts 

as a community event. Brother Obata invites 3-4 musicians to 

come and perform classical music and afterwards we all enjoy 

some finger foods and tea. We have a time in the afternoon 

dedicated for the children and then later that evening for every-

one. The children’s time was great. We had many more children 

come this year than last year and they were mostly from the 

Wednesday class and the Kindergarten. The evening perform-

ance was packed. We were putting chairs and stools everywhere 

so people would have a seat. I think the final count was 

around 110 people. That’s about max capacity for the 

church building! Now if we could only get that many people 

excited to share Sunday worship with us! It was really nice to 

see a lot of   familiar faces this year and get to talk to peo-

ple again to maintain our relationships.  

   Next we took a trip this year for Christmas and shared 

the holiday with a few friends in Mito (north east of      

Tokyo). Last year Christmas was kind of a lonely time.  So this 

year it was really a blessing to be able to share Christ-

mas with fellow Christians that understood the tradi-

tions and feeling of the season. We had a wonderful 

Christmas dinner, followed the next morning with a 

great “German” breakfast. Then we all gathered around 

the tree, in our pajamas, and opened gifts from each 

other or packages from friends and family back home. 

We enjoyed spending the time with friends and also 

made a few new friends.  Thanks again Joel, Sasha, and 

Gaku for having us in your home! 
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The children giving the musicians  

flowers after the afternoon performance. 

A full house for the  

evening concert.  

Us at Christmas dinner.  

Christmas morning breakfast. 

Christmas morning.  

Colonel Sanders 

 at KFC ! 
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Our Prayer Requests 

Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information. 

Baby Herrington 
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 The health of Obata-san and his wife, Rumiko-san. 

 To keep studying the Japanese language and building relationships as best we can.  

 To be able to help the Christians here to understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ.  

 For all those we meet and that they will one day obey the Gospel.  

 For the safety of our baby to be born in Japan this May.  

 To find ways of transitioning the works for when we leave in August. 

 To help us find new ways to Outreach in our community. 

 To find some good renters for our house in Wichita, Ks while we are in Japan. 

  Well this month we made it to the half way mark, 20 weeks. On 

December 30th we went to a very exciting appointment. The 

ultrasound appointment to find out the gender of the baby! We 

were trying to be ready for the possibility that the technician 

wouldn’t be able to tell if it was a boy or girl.  After our normal 

wait time we went in and got to see the most precious image of 

our baby, so far. It was so clear and detailed, it was amazing. So 

after a few minutes Paul asked the tech if he could tell boy or girl yet. 

So he began the search. Paul and I, clueless, couldn't see anything, so 

we assumed Girl. Then the tech said Boy...maybe. We kind of laughed 

at his hesitant “maybe”. And asked how likely. He said maybe 60% 

sure. So with knowing a little about the Japanese thought process we 

really didn't latch onto the idea baby really was a boy.  So we will wait      

another 2 months and we will try again. All in all it was a great         

appointment and we were happy to see our baby so clearly. We’ve also 

received a few slightly used baby things from neighbors and friends.  

We were overwhelmed by their generosity.  So I think we have all the 

necessities to bring baby home in about 5 months!  

     Paul went to the annual preachers retreat on Dec. 

7-8th in Hakone. The preachers from the Tokyo and 

surrounding area all get together to encourage one 

another and to help plan the Area-wide worship and 

the meetings for the next year.  It is a wonderful 

thing that all these preachers and missionaries try to 

meet at least once a month and study together and 

encourage each other.  All the churches in Japan are 

small, and it is a blessing to have this “iron sharpen-

ing iron” experience. 

Preacher’s Meeting 

Our baby gifts from friends 

and neighbors. 
Me and Baby at 

20weeks. 

Baby 

Herrington. 

20 weeks. 

Healthy and 

normal size.  
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Paul taking notes at 

the meeting.  

The view.  


