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Folding Hands, Holding Hands:  
God’s Answers to Prayer In Ibaraki 

I remember when I arrived in Japan, I prayed that God would bless 
me with a good Japanese friend with whom to walk that journey of 

faith.  He answered that prayer with Gaku.  A couple of years ago, I 

asked God to bless Gaku and I with a community of guys.  I also 
prayed for a Japanese partner in ministry.  In moving to Mito, God is 

answering both of those prayers: working with Atsushi, and a 

growing connection between Takumi, Hiroaki, Gaku and me (I’ll 

share more about this on page three).  Over the last couple of months, this 

has been my overwhelming prayer of thanks. 

AET Orientation 

Feb 5-6, 2011 
Held in Edmond, OK; 
I’ll meet the 7 new 
AETs and share about 
Mito City, Mito 
church, and mission. 

Disciplines Retreat 

Feb 18-19, 2011 
In conjunction with the 
class on Spiritual 
Disciplines, we will 
have a time of fasting, 
solitude & confession.  

Hallelujah Concert 
Feb 20, 2011 
An annual tradition at 
Mito Church, members 
and EBC students will 
enjoy a talent show 
and time of fellowship. 
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Teaching, Preaching & 
Worship Leading 

These last 3 months have been full of 
opportunities to preach and teach.       
I did a 4 part class in Japanese on 

learning to sing in 4 part harmony, 
and combined that with a focus on 
why God is worthy of our praise.        

I continued to teach on the Spiritual 
Disciplines in English: we focused on 
the disciplines of Study, Submission, 
and Service.  Our discipleship groups 

have continued to meet weekly to 
study Mark’s gospel, and we will have 
completed through chapter 11 by the 

end of January. 

Atsushi and I completed our 
preaching series on the book of Acts in 
November.  In December, I preached 

twice about Jesus’ birth, “A Child 
That Changed The World” and 

“Silent Night, Holy Night…Really?”  
I also preached twice this month, at 

our New Year’s morning worship on 
Joshua 24 & Hebrews 12, and again 
on January 9 about 2 Chronicles 7.  I 
also planned two praise Sundays in 
November (focused on celebrating the 

names of God in Scripture) and January 
(meditation and prayer on Jesus as our 
Savior and Shepherd).  Atsushi began 
our next 7 part preaching series on 

January 23, which he and I will share 
through the middle of April, on the 

book of Ephesians. 
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Ministry Highlights 
It’s impossible to share everything that happens in a      

three month span, but here are snapshots.  I give thanks to 

God for his mercy and blessings in this work. 

“Megumi no Ido” (Well of Grace) 
Our young adult cell group is growing.  At an overnight 
retreat in November at a retreat center in Nikko, a 
deeper sense of community and focus were created, as 
well as a name was born (Well of Grace, when translated 
into English). We chose this name because we want to 
drink deeply of Christ’s grace, and build a community 
and live lives that draw others into that grace. 

Sadly, we had to say goodbye to Erisa, as she moves to 

the US to work as a nanny for two years.  We’ve had 
around twelve people each time recently, and several 
are seekers.  Hoshimi has been particularly good about 

inviting others.  Gaku and Noriyo continue to grow in 

their confidence to serve.  Please continue to pray for 
this group as we grow together. 

EBC: Classes & Outreach Activities 
Our community outreach through English Bible Class 
has continued to be a great opportunity for several 
members to serve, and to share their faith. EBC 
teachers have put a lot of heart into their classes and in 
hosting both a Thanksgiving dinner for 80 people (they 
invited Mito Education Board members and church members 
too), and a fun Christmas Party on December 12. 

Young People: More Steps Forward 
In November, Mito Church members were supportive 
in their attendance at Ibaraki Christian University’s 
school festival.  We continue to see how God used this 
as Aguri slowly reconnects with Mito Church, and as 

Kana continues to seek Christ and build relationships 

with the Christian family in Mito.  Spending time with 
Nobuki and Hiroaki in January was a particular 

glimmer of hope in Japan’s mission in the future. 
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Love & Serve: December 2010 
Twenty-one people gathered and served (seven 
people each from Mito church in Japan, Bedok church 
in Singapore, and Payap church in Thailand) in Siem 

Reap, Cambodia with our ongoing theme “Love 
& Serve” on December 7-11, 2010.  I saw lives 

impacted again – both those who went to serve 
and those who were served. 

We visited children’s homes, spent quality time 

with them and with their families, taught in local 
schools and played games, and made and served 
lunch.  We strengthened friendships with several 

adults in town.  Our team had a daily devotional. 

Much of what was accomplished this time came 
by God’s provision through the Mito and Omika 

churches’ generosity and from the hard work of 
Ibaraki Christian students who raised money at 
the school festival.  I am very encouraged by Mito 

church’s growing enthusiasm to become involved 
through Mission Sundays, special offerings, and 
through sending increasing numbers of people 

from amongst ourselves.  

To me, this is an exciting step forward.  Also, I 

will begin meeting with Gaku, Takumi, and 
Hiroaki to begin studying about Cambodia’s 
history and culture, Khmer conversational 

language, and mission principles.  This comes 
partially at their request and motivation. 

I am seeking help to raise $1600.00 needed for a 

few deserving, young people’s travel expenses 

because we don’t want to take away from the 
Japanese support for the Cambodian children.     
If you can help or need more information, please 
contact me at joelosborne4@yahoo.com. 

God’s Hands of Protection 
Recently Mito Church was reminded of God’s power when we prayed for Sasha’s healing and protection. 

Sasha was in a traffic accident on January 14, one that left her with the need for an immediate surgical procedure to stop her spleen from 
bleeding and over a week in the hospital (including time in ICU).  The day after the accident, the nurse led Gaku and I to believe that 
Sasha could possibly stay in ICU for up to a week.  The next day, while the church was praying for Sasha and for each other, the 
hospital called to let us know that Sasha was being moved to a regular room.  We thank God for this special gift! 
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Christmas & New Year’s in Mito 
and my birthday too… 

Gaku, Sasha and I had our first chance to host people in our home in Mito 

for the holiday season. Nine gathered in our home for Christmas: Debi, Paul 

& Stacey Herrington (2 year interns with the HIM program at Haruna Church), 
Rebecca, Alan and Hiroaki all joined us.  Debi, Rebecca, Alan, and Hannah 

were with us for New Year’s.  The Tsunekis also organized a WONDERFUL 

birthday party for me at the church on the 30th.  Almost 30 

people gathered for that (unfortunately some left before 

the group picture), and it was lots of fun. God truly 

blessed this holiday season! 

A Brief Journey 
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Being His Hands is sent quarterly to those who 
wish to participate prayerfully and financially for 
my work.  I also send out a monthly prayer list 

entitled Into His Hands. 
 

Partnering together with the leadership of      
Mito Church of Christ, my work is overseen by 

the Bramalea Church of Christ in Brampton, 
Ontario and American funds are collected 

through the East Hill Church of Christ in York, 
Nebraska.  Support is received from churches and 

individuals in both nations. 
 

Thank you for your partnership.  If you know 
someone who wants to receive this, or if you 

want to be removed from this report list, I can be 
contacted at the following address: 

joelosborne4@yahoo.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Joel Osborne 

2-25 Yurigaoka-cho 

Mito, Ibaraki JAPAN 311-1134 

Cell: 81-90-6228-1977 

Mito Church of Christ 

1-2-35 Omachi 

Mito, Ibaraki JAPAN  310-0062 

Phone/FAX: 81-29-231-1669 

http://www.mitochurch.org 

In my previous reports, I shared a little about my father’s health.  While it took several unexpected turns 

this autumn, Dad continues to recover.  In discussion with family and the Mito church leadership, we 

decided it was best for me to spend a couple weeks in January with my parents.  I am writing this report 

from their home now.  I will go to Bramalea church to share a little about the recent transitions in my 

work in the past year, and I’ll complete my North American sojourn in Oklahoma to meet the new AETs 

who will arrive in Mito in April, and to be a part of their orientation.  I will arrive back in Japan on 

February 9.  Please pray for my travel, and for Dad’s ongoing recovery. 


