
Newsletter February 2011

Dear brothers and sisters,
There will be some outreach events that are coming up soon. In the meantime I have been doing a 
series of lessons about the church family which will be continued until the end of April. In this 
newsletter we will especially point out some fairly new ministries that are done within the 
congregation. Mostly these ministries are related to the outreach of our young people and children 
in church. 

Babies' and Toddlers' group
During the last few years we have not had 
anymore Bible studies for children on Sunday 
morning because we have not had any to teach. 
This month some mothers with their babies have 
started meeting in the back room of the restaurant 
during the time of the sermon. As they meet, a 
bunch of children are crawling on the floor and 
playing with their toys. “As wild and 
undisciplined” this group of toddlers looks like, 
they soon will be the children to which Bible 
stories can be told. These are our church children: 
First, Regina's children Robin, 2, and Elena, 1. 
Unfortunately, Regina still lives more than an 

The three oldest kids Elena, Ilja and Robin – the picture  hour away which makes it hard for her to be 
was taken during a Bible study at Regina's apartment      there more than once  a month. I hoped to 
change the worship time from 9:30 to 10:00 in the morning, but some people weren't happy about 
this idea so that we did not make any time changes. The children who will be there on Sunday 
morning more regularly are: Our son, Ilja, 1, and Jeanette, 1, who is the daughter of Andrea. Later 
on Joline, 6 months old, who is the daughter of Mirko and Angelica, will join the group. 

Weekly Bible Study with Benjamin
I started studying the Bible with Benjamin once 
a week. Marcel, his father, drops him off every 
Friday afternoon after school at my office in 
Uetendorf. Benjamin has committed to meeting 
with me until July, when he begins with his 
apprenticeship as electrician. In our first meeting 
when we paged to a few passages of Scripture, I 
could tell that Benjamin did not know how to 
look up passages of Scripture. That is why I 
decided to go with him during three lessons 
through the whole Bible to give him an overall 
picture. I told him something about each book to 
give him a main idea about the content of the       The church teenagers: Rahel and Benjamin on the steps
books. Starting with the first lesson, I also asked him to read for each lesson a section of the book of 
James. When we meet together, he can tell me what he read about and I give him the chance to ask 
questions if he has any. I do this because I want him to get used to reading the Bible for himself. 
Sometimes he reads some verses with his mother at home and sometimes all by himself. Once a 
month Lena and I still meet with Benjamin and his sister, Rahel, for a Bible lesson.



Preaching about “the Family of God”
In January I started a series of lessons about “the Family of God.” I intend to use these lessons for 
the benefit of the church: most are relational lessons (on not judging one another, the brother or 
sister with a bad conscious, etc.) , some are doctrinal ( becoming a member of the church body, the 
dividing force of sin, etc.), many address our serving each other. I addressed during these series the 
office of elders, deacons, and evangelists in a church. I discussed the different emphasis of these 
offices. I put these lessons together to strengthen the unity and family relationship in Thun. It also 
made us think if we may want to prepare to have elders and/or deacons in Thun.

                                                                                News about People
Marcel has not been able to start back with part-
time work. The progress of his recovery from 
back  injury is very slow. He often cannot even 
stay during the whole worship service because he 
has to lie down. Andrea's daughter, Jeanette, has 
turned one year old on February 11. Teklosien 
found an internship which is the reason that he 
will stop coming to my apartment to read in the 
Gospel of Luke on Tuesday morning. Lena and I 
will continue to stay in contact with him and 
invite him for Sunday morning.

Teklosien visiting church on a Sunday morning this month       

Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-My reading with Teklosien is coming to an end, but we want to keep the relationship
-Missgine, Teklosien's cousin, who is looking for a job
-Lucia's health problem with her kidneys
-Marcel who has two vertebrae in his spine which need to grow back together
-The health of Elfriede, 81, and her being able to move to an elderly residency soon
-Lena’s mother who finished undergoing chemotherapy to fight breast cancer
-Regina’s husband, Peter, who is looking for a full-time teaching position for ethnology
-Ilja’s, Robin's, Elena’s, Jeanette’s, and Joline's health and continual growth 
-Anna, 20, who visits the church assembly only occasionally
-Rösi, 83, who still attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 19; Benjamin, 15; Rahel, 13; 
-Ueli, a church visitor, who studies electrical engineering in Biel, 40 miles from Thun
-Johanna who is still hesitant about coming to church regularly
-Tino and Mo who are traveling 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 
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