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so that we now have another brother in Christ!!

What an amazing two months we have to share with you all. Paul was
able to work and serve for 12 days in the Sendai area bringing supplies
and clean up after the earthquake and tsunami. We were able to change
doctors and hospitals and welcomed our little baby Titus into the world.
And our good friend Ryosuke Shiina was baptized into our Lord and savior

The work in Haruna

Everyone knows about the Fukushima Reactor problem in Japan.
Two months ago we made a difficult decision to leave Haruna
temporarily and go to the southwest part of Japan, Kojima, near
Osaka. We and our families were concerned about Stacey and
our unborn baby Titus. Many foreigners left Japan at this time to
escape the radiation risk, but we felt that this was a time to stand
with the Japanese people. When we decided to move we had
many concerns about the work continuing in Haruna and about
our lack of usefulness in Kojima. But as always we have an
awesome and power ful LORD! ! I
many ways since we decided to spend some time in Kojima. This
newsletter will tell you about many of the ways we have seen this.
To begin, we had been so worried about the study we started with
Ryosuke in February. We were even feeling some guilt for leaving
Haruna and not being able to continue. How silly of us to think

we were the key to the situation. God has always been in
Ryosukeds heart and even mor e
call 6 weeks ago from Obatasan saying that Ryosuke had been
thinking a lot and he had decided to become a Christian! So after
talking with Obata-san, Paul decided to head back up to Haruna
for the weekend and try to finish the study they had started. |
(Stacey) really wanted to go, but being 3 weeks away from my
due date and a 7 hour train ride in distance, we decided | needed
to stay in Kojima. After Paul arrived, he studied with Ryosuke to
make sure he understood the commitment he was making. It is
so important here to teach people that its more that just getting
baptized and answering the que
a life commitment to serve God and share this faith with others.
This wonderful journey starts with the step of giving your life in
service to God, because you believe He is God and died and was
resurrected so you could be free for eternity. Ryosuke acknowl-
edged Jesus as his Lord and Savior and after the study Paul
baptized Ryosuke into Christ! Praise the Almighty Lord!
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The Herrington Fami
worship service in Haruna.

Paul Baptizing Ryosuke Shiina and giving him his first
communion service.
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The second way we saw Godds
Mt he opportunity to help with
i | (Paul) took a bullet train to Osaka and left for a 14 hour
drive across Japan to get to the North disaster areas. | joined
Chad Huddl est ondBoaldok theAioB& |
Chad has been one of the pioneer workers in this relief work
and was onsite here in the disaster area from 4 days after the
guake and Tsunami. Chad has helped start a group of house

After arriving, | worked with Chad for a few days and then we
agreed that | would try to take his place for a few weeks,
Ieadlng groups around Ishinomaki, the dlsaster area we were

weeks and the work in the relief area is very mentally and
physically draining. So in about 2 days | learned the routes
and places from Chad as well as | could, and then repre-
sented the 0Be Oned group as
Base Camp near Sendai. CRASH is a relief organization based
out of Japan which is run by the Evangelical group. They
were kind enough to let us share their space at the time.

| Soon the group | came with left and | was alone with the
ICRASH teams until the next gr
a had about a day to mentally and spiritually prepare for guid-
ing these new groups around. Sometimes God really puts
This is Chad Huddleston talking to some of the teenagers tOu Into & position to Stret.Ch your abilities and ml.ne were put
one of the supply drop locations in a housing project. to the test. Through all this God allowed me again to rely on
Him, because | never could have done it alone.
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All the people who stayed at the CRASH base camp at Morigo.

R ki d bagging fresh food it for the t i victims.
This building is actually part of a Christian kids camp. epacking and bagging resh 1ood flems for fhe tsunami victims

Fresh fruits and vegetables are very hard to get in these areas.
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| was in the disaster area for 12 days and during that time my life was changed as we spent time with other
Christians working to help our fellow humans. | worked with different volunteer groups that came and went from
the lodge base camp while | was there. It was amazing to see where people came from to help. We met people
from Korea, Singapore, USA, Switzerland, and other nations. Regardless of nationality we were all Christians who
volunteered our time and effort to help people physically and spiritually. One of the best things we did while there
was to visit the elderly at a nursing home and bring them much needed supplies. They were too remote and were
getting very few supplies from the government. With one lady, Mrs. Noriko, | was able to share my personal testi-
mony about Christ and my hope in Him. She commented that all the foreign workers in her area had fled the coun-
try, so she was shocked to see us com-
| ing with relief aid. | think this helped her

see our sincerity as we remained to
u’ 3
| ‘

help. As she warmed up to us she be-
E, ?, gan to teach me some of the local dia-
Ul 1ect and 1 tried diligently to remember it
for the next time | saw her. She was one
of the few people who asked me more
about Christ as | told here about my
faith. Soon the conversation shifted and
we talked of other things, but here in
this dry ground of hopelessness | am
praying that this is a seed that will grow
and be watered. | may never see her
again, but I am humbled by the amaz-
ing hand of God who took a Kansas boy
into the back country of Japan to share
the Gospel with a 80 year old woman.
What are the chance
about 0% without the wondrous desire
of our Lord to bring all home to Him.

Paul talking with Mrs. Noriko at a nursing Cont.. Pg4

Distributing supplies to tsunami victins ~home. Many lost their families in the tsunami. Surveying the Tsunami damage in an area
with people from Kobe and Osaka where almost every home was washed awa
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While in the Sendai/lshinomaki area there were a lot of surprises. Probably the worst one was experiencing another
large earthquake! Ken and Beth, two of my coworkers, and | hadvolunteered to wash the clothes of one of the la-
dies at the nursing home and so we were in a laundrymat when another earthquake hit. We dove under sturdy tables
and waited in terror as the washing machines danced out of the walls and the earth outside the building sank almost a
foot. Later we found out it was a 7.4, and now we truly understand the fear those people have of another quake hit-
ting. On the brighter side | never thought | would make so many great friends. All the people | came with and the
people at the CRASH lodge blessed my life through their spirit and their love. One of the Baptist preachers even began
everyday singing a Hebrew worship song and he taught it to us. If you want to see it, click here>

One of our new friends though, was brought by the Lord to help guide us and so that we could help guide her.

Chihiro, a local girl from the disaster area, showed up one day as Chad was passing out supplies and started to jump
right in and help. She said to call the next time we came and she would help again. Soon she was like another mem-
ber of our team and she was our guide almost everyday to find new locations in need and to discover places that had
been forgotten. Al t hough her faith journey may be a
the end of my time there, she would walk up to peopl e
how Christ has been able to work good even in the midst of this terrible disaster. She recently left the Tsunami area to

go to college in another part of Japan, but still her Christian friends are staying in touch and praying for her.

New friends Beth, Jin,
and Will. Wonderful
workers for the Lord.

Left: Ken Hougey, friend
and super hard worker.

Below: Chihiro and me
in her friehdés devastated

neighborhood

during an
earthquakg
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http://youtu.be/vm46VA6AuBM

