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Everyone knows about the Fukushima Reactor problem in Japan.  

Two months ago we made a difficult decision to leave Haruna 

temporarily and go to the southwest part of Japan, Kojima, near 

Osaka.  We and our families were concerned about Stacey and 

our unborn baby Titus.  Many foreigners left Japan at this time to 

escape the radiation risk, but we felt that this was a time to stand 

with the Japanese people.  When we decided to move we had 

many concerns about the work continuing in Haruna and about 

our lack of usefulness in Kojima.  But as always we have an     

awesome and powerful LORD!!!!  We have seen God’s hand in so 

many ways since we decided to spend some time in Kojima.  This 

newsletter will tell you about many of the ways we have seen this.  

To begin, we had been so worried about the study we started with 

Ryosuke in February. We were even feeling some guilt for leaving 

Haruna and not being able to continue. How silly of us to think 

we were the key to the situation. God has always been in        

Ryosuke’s heart and even more so after we left. We got a phone 

call 6 weeks ago from Obata-san saying that Ryosuke had been 

thinking a lot and he had decided to become a Christian!  So after 

talking with Obata-san, Paul decided to head back up to Haruna 

for the weekend and try to finish the study they had started. I 

(Stacey) really wanted to go, but being 3 weeks away from my 

due date and a  7 hour train ride in distance, we decided I needed 

to stay in Kojima. After Paul arrived, he studied with Ryosuke to 

make sure he understood the commitment he was making.  It is 

so important here to teach people that its more that just getting 

baptized and answering the question “Do you believe in God?” It’s 

a life commitment to serve God and share this faith with others. 

This wonderful journey starts with the step of giving your life in 

service to God, because you believe He is God and died and was     

resurrected so you could be free for eternity.  Ryosuke acknowl-

edged Jesus as his Lord and Savior and after the study Paul    

baptized Ryosuke into Christ! Praise the Almighty Lord!   

What an amazing two months we have to share with you all.  Paul was 

able to work and serve for 12 days in the Sendai area bringing supplies 

and clean up after the earthquake and tsunami. We were able to change 

doctors and hospitals and welcomed our little baby Titus into the world. 

And our good friend Ryosuke Shiina was baptized into our Lord and savior 

so that we now have another brother in Christ!!  
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The work in Haruna 

Paul Baptizing Ryosuke Shiina and giving him his first 

communion service. 

The Herrington Family at Titus’ first 

worship service in Haruna. 
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  The second way we saw God’s hand in our relocation was 

the opportunity to help with Japan’s Tsunami disaster relief.  

I (Paul) took a bullet train to Osaka and left for a 14 hour 

drive across Japan to get to the North disaster areas.  I joined 

Chad Huddleston and the “Be one– Tohoku Aid” group.  

Chad has been one of the pioneer workers in this relief work 

and was onsite here in the disaster area from 4 days after the 

quake and Tsunami.  Chad has helped start a group of house 

churches in the Osaka area and is doing great work there.   

After arriving, I worked with Chad for a few days and then we 

agreed that I would try to take his place for a few weeks, 

leading groups around Ishinomaki, the disaster area we were 

working in.  Chad had not been back to see his family in 3 

weeks and the work in the relief area is very mentally and 

physically draining.  So in about 2 days I learned the routes 

and places from Chad as well as I could, and then repre-

sented the “Be One” group as we worked out of the CRASH 

Base Camp near Sendai.  CRASH is a relief organization based 

out of Japan which is run by the Evangelical group.  They 

were kind enough to let us share their space at the time.   

Soon the group I came with left and I was alone with the 

CRASH teams until the next group from “Be One” arrived.  I  

had about a day to mentally and spiritually prepare for guid-

ing these new groups around.  Sometimes God really puts 

you into a position to stretch your abilities and mine were put 

to the test.  Through all this God allowed me again to rely on 

Him, because I never could have done it alone.  
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The tiny truck I drove around the disaster area, they are 

called Kei trucks.  And this one barely held 2 people.  

This is Chad Huddleston talking to some of the teenagers at 

one of the supply drop locations in a housing project. 

All the people who stayed at the CRASH base camp at Morigo.  

This building is actually part of a Christian kids camp. 
Repacking and bagging fresh food items for the tsunami victims. 

Fresh fruits and vegetables are very hard to get in these areas. 

Cont..    Pg 3 
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I was in the disaster area for 12 days and during that time my life was changed as we spent time with other       

Christians working to help our fellow humans.  I worked with different volunteer groups that came and went from 

the lodge base camp while I was there.  It was amazing to see where people came from to help.  We met people 

from Korea, Singapore, USA, Switzerland, and other nations.  Regardless of nationality we were all Christians who 

volunteered our time and effort to help people physically and spiritually.  One of the best things we did while there 

was to visit the elderly at a nursing home and bring them much needed supplies.  They were too remote and were 

getting very few supplies from the government.  With one lady, Mrs. Noriko,  I was able to share my personal testi-

mony about Christ and my hope in Him.  She commented that all the foreign workers in her area had fled the coun-

try, so she was shocked to see us com-

ing with relief aid. I think this helped her 

see our sincerity as we remained to 

help.  As she warmed up to us she be-

gan to teach me some of the local dia-

lect and I tried diligently to remember it 

for the next time I saw her.  She was one 

of the few people who asked me more 

about Christ as I told here about my 

faith.  Soon the conversation shifted and 

we talked of other things, but here in 

this dry ground of hopelessness I am 

praying that this is a seed that will grow 

and be watered.  I may never see her 

again, but I am humbled by the amaz-

ing hand of God who took a Kansas boy 

into the back country of Japan to share 

the Gospel with a 80 year old woman.  

What are the chances of that?  I’d say 

about 0% without the wondrous desire 

of our Lord to bring all home to Him. 
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       Paul talking with Mrs. Noriko at a nursing 

home.  Many lost their families in the tsunami. Distributing supplies to tsunami victims 

with people from Kobe and Osaka 

Surveying the Tsunami damage in an area 

where almost every home was washed away. 

Cont..    Pg 4 
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While in the Sendai/Ishinomaki area there were a lot of surprises.  Probably the worst one was experiencing another 

large earthquake!  Ken and Beth, two of my coworkers, and I had volunteered to wash the clothes of one of the la-

dies at the nursing home and so we were in a laundry-mat when another earthquake hit.  We dove under sturdy tables 

and waited in terror as the washing machines danced out of the walls and the earth outside the building sank almost a 

foot.  Later we found out it  was a 7.4, and now we truly understand the fear those people have of another quake hit-

ting.  On the brighter side I never thought I would make so many great friends.  All the people I came with and the 

people at the CRASH lodge blessed my life through their spirit and their love.  One of the Baptist preachers even began 

everyday singing a Hebrew worship song and he taught it to us.  If you want to see it, click here> VIDEO 

One of our new friends though, was brought by the Lord to help guide us and so that we could help guide her.        

Chihiro, a local girl from the disaster area, showed up one day as Chad was passing out supplies and started to jump 

right in and help.  She said to call the next time we came and she would help again.  Soon she was like another mem-

ber of our team and she was our guide almost everyday to find new locations in need and to discover places that had 

been forgotten.  Although her faith journey may be a long one, she was being exposed to Christ’s love everyday.  By 

the end of my time there, she would walk up to people and say, “We’re from the church!” She is another example of 

how Christ has been able to work good even in the midst of this terrible disaster.  She recently left the Tsunami area to 

go to college in another part of Japan, but still her Christian friends are staying in touch and praying for her. 
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New friends Beth, Jim, 

and Will.  Wonderful 

workers for the Lord. 

Left: Ken Hougey, friend 

and super hard worker. 

 

 

 

Below: Chihiro and me 

in her friend’s devastated 

neighborhood 

Right: Out-

side the 

laundry-

mat where 

Beth, Ken, 

and I were 

during an 

earthquake. 

The photo 

booth 

ripped out 

of the con-

crete and 

the ground 

sank down. 

http://youtu.be/vm46VA6AuBM
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As my time wrapped up there we continued to notice the changing needs as we visited the same areas a number of 

times.  This helped to develop relationships in the community and show that we were truly concerned about their well-

being.  We continued to deliver supplies like diapers, clothes, fresh fruit, propane camping stoves, and fresh water.  We 

worked with a family for 2 days shoveling unsanitary tsunami mud out of their home.  We also did a lot of listening.  

There’s not a lot you can say in the midst of such tragedy and some people would even get angry if we mentioned 

God.  We listened and let each person tell their story.  This process was so important as people everywhere were griev-

ing but had no one to listen to them. As we heard the stories we were shocked time and time again.  As we were able, 

we shared our hope in Christ and left them better than when we arrived. The perspective I received from seeing these 

things is amazing, yet in the midst of reentering my busy life I already can see how easy it is to forget what I’ve seen 

and heard.  As the images disappear from your news stations and the eyes of the world turn elsewhere, please continue 

to pray for the people and the souls in Japan.  In the midst of this great tragedy is the time when Japan needs long-

term workers and prayer warriors to stand along side the Japanese and let the light of Christ shine.   
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Unloading one of 4 vehicles at a supply drop site.  The 

people there were eager to help us unload. Shoveling tsunami mud out of a house.  Tsunami mud is danger-

ous because of all the dead animal, bacteria, and waste in it. 

Two men I met and listened to at a housing project.  Even 

though they had very little, the man on the left graciously gave 

me a music CD to thank me for all of our work.   

Brother Obata came up to do a survey trip to understand the situation 

for the churches of Christ to become more involved.  But he also dug 

right into the work and helped us direct the crowds that day. 



We were so blessed to spend over 2 months in Kojima. In so many ways we 

saw God’s hand at work. It was a tremendous encouragement to be able to 

spend so much time with the Taylors and Rogers, meet all the wonderful 

people they are studying with and the friends they have made. Everyone 

was so gracious and made us feel like we had lived there forever.  Saying 

good-byes was very difficult, but we were excited to get back to friends and 

the work here in Haruna. In Kojima we were able to have several din-

ner parties saying our good-byes. The friends and Christian brothers 

and sisters we’ve met in Kojima will always be in our thoughts. We 

thank the Lord for letting us meet and be apart of their lives.  
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Tomomi-san’s decision 

We have been so blessed to be a witness to the work here in Kojima. We have made so many wonderful 

friends. In the month of April the Matsushita family came over to the Taylors house for a special American 

Sunday afternoon. We cooked hamburgers, French fries, macaroni and cheese and watched the Red Sox on 

TV. When the family first arrived, Tomomi-san said she had something exciting to share with us. She had 

made the decision to be baptized into Christ! It was a wonderful 

thing to hear. She has been studying with the Rogers ( the missionar-

ies in Kojima) for the past 2 years, and realized that she wanted to 

put her faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. She also explained to us that 

this decision was okay with her husband. That is a huge blessing 

here. We pray that she begins her walk with a strong faith and an 

open heart and some day  that her family will see the wonderful light 

that now shines within her. She was baptized into Christ Sunday, May 

8th. We were so sad that we missed this wonderful occasion, but we 

were also excited to be in the hospital with our new arrival! Tomomi-

san said it is very special to her that Titus was born the day before 

she was reborn, and that looking at him will always remind her of when her new 

life started.  Please pray for her and her family as she begins this journey.  

    Our contact info: 
     Paul, Stacey & Titus Herrington                                                     
     Comfort Town G 
     1519-1 Hongo machi  
     Takasaki shi, 370-3334 
     Japan 
   Skype:  paulstaceyh 
   Email: paulstacey@herringtonjapan.com 
   Website: www.herringtonjapan.com 
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Tomomi-san, her husband and 

two sons Tenfu and Yamato.  

April / May 2011 Special friends in Kojima 
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Our Prayer Requests 

Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information. 

Titus James Kousuke Herrington 
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 Pray for the survivors of the Earthquake, Tsunami and Radiation disaster.  

 For the relief efforts being made and that those in charge can make wise decisions.  

 Those in charge of the nuclear reactors and that they can be completely cooled soon. 

 The health of Obata-san and his wife, Rumiko-san. 

 Obata-san’s recovery after prostate cancer surgery and to be completely healed.  

 Praise the Lord for Ryosuke’s decision to become a disciple in Christ                                                                          

and for their upcoming wedding July 2nd. 

 To keep building relationships as best we can.  

 To be able to help the Christians here to understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ.  

 For all those we meet and that they will one day obey the Gospel.  

 For the safety of our baby Titus as he grows.  

 To find ways of transitioning the works for when we leave in August. 

 To help us find new ways to Outreach in our community. 

We have very exciting news to share with you  

this newsletter! Titus James Kousuke 

Herrington made it into this world Saturday 

May 7th at 8:15am. He weighted 6.5 lbs and 

was 19 inches long. He was 1 week and 6 days 

early and  has been such 

a joy to us already. We 

had a great stay in the hospital and then stayed in Ko-

jima for 2 1/2  more weeks. Then on May 28th we made 

the 11 hour road trip back to Haruna.  We have really 

enjoyed being back home.   Especially to share our 

sweet baby boy with our friends here in Haruna. 

Everyone was so excited to meet Titus. We are 

slowly getting into a routine and really look for-

ward to our last few months of work in Haruna.  
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We decided to give Titus a very special addition to the name we’ve had picked out for many years. 

We added a second Japanese middle name, Kousuke. Pronounced Kou– like Co with a long o sound, 

and suke– like sue and kay squished together. It means helper of the light. In Matthew chapter 5:14    

Jesus tells us that we are the light of the world. So we wanted Titus to always          

remember this. The Kou 光—light and suke  介– a helper or mediator.         

Titus’ middle name 

Titus 1 day old. 

Titus 3 weeks old 

Our first family photo. 

Titus with the 

Obata’s. His 

Japanese 

Grandparents. 

The wonderful 

nurses at the  

hospital. 

Titus 5 weeks old 


