
Newsletter April 2011

Dear brothers and sisters,

We want to thank you for your continual support of the work in Thun. It means that we do 
not need to make new efforts to find support, but we can dedicate to the work that we have 
been committed to do. Although the dollar is currently on the lowest level ever, because of 
two churches that have been sending us some additional funds, our support is still sufficient.

Seminar about Ten Characteristics of a Healthy Church
I asked Dan Williams, associate 
professor at the School of Theology 
(formerly called Harding Graduate 
School of Religion) in Memphis, 
Tennessee, to teach a seminar for a 
few days. He should have come to 
Switzerland last year, but before he 
got on the plane in Atlanta in April, an 
ash cloud from a volcano in Island 
forced most of the airports in Europe 
to close for about a week. This year, 
however, Dan was able to hold the

The whole group standing in front of the seminar house in Eriz        two and a half day seminar about ten 
characteristics of a healthy church. There were about twenty-five adults who attended, most 
of which were couples with children whom they brought along to the seminar. The lectures 
were translated simultaneously for about a half a dozen people who knew little English. Our 
translator was Alex Bartsch from Chemnitz, Germany, who is preacher and editor of the 
magazine “Das Feste Fundament” (“Firm Foundation”). We had once again a wonderful 
time in fellowship together, as we were being taught about what healthy churches should be 
focusing on. It was the eight seminar for which I invited a speaker through MTE (MTE = 
Ministry for Theological Education).

Youth Retreat
One week before the youth retreat in 
Zofingen, I was asked by our young 
people in Thun to give a lesson on 
spiritual growth, which I had preached 
on that Sunday at the worship service. 
The young people of our church and 
the church in Bern organized the 
Easter retreat in Zofingen this year. 
They found out that they did not have 
time to prepare for the lesson 
themselves so they asked me to do it. 
Lena and I spent a wonderful time with  Youth from five churches at the youth retreat in Zofingen
the approximately thirty young people. I remember the time, when I enjoyed going to the 
Zofingen retreat as a youth and when I preached a few lessons there in my early twenties. 



Who is pregnant again?
Andrea announced on a Sunday morning in April that she 
was pregnant. The people at church were very happy about 
that and a sound of surprise went through the crowd. Then 
my wife began to announce that she was pregnant, too. As a 
result the church members were even more excited to hear 

that two of our women were 
in their early pregnancy. 
Both, Andrea and my wife 
are expecting to give birth at 
the end of the year. This is a 
great blessing for our 
families as well as the 
church. 
  

Left Picture: Andrea and her daughter Jeanette. Right Picture: My wife and Ilja 
in the zoo in Bern.

News about People
Elfriede fell over a chair a few minutes before the Bible study on a Wednesday night started. 
Even with the help of my father and me, she could not stand up anymore. We had to call the 
ambulance. The day after she fell, she was operated on her left hip. Now a week after her 
operation, she is still in the hospital trying to recover from surgery. Elfriede will be turning 
83 in October. Marcel's back will have to be operated for the fourth time. The surgery is 
scheduled for Thursday, June 16. We will pray for both of these members. Margrit 60, is 
trying to start to get back together with her husband again. My father was trying to help 
sorting things out in their marriage. I also joined the meetings twice. Then Margrit's 
husband found a counselor which they both believe fit them very well. As a result, Margrit 
stopped coming to church. We are a bit disappointed about that.

Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-God may work through us to provide much help to the people in Japan
-Teklosien and his faith. His wife and his two children who are still in Eritrea.
-Missgine, Teklosien's cousin, who is looking for a job
-Lucia's health problem with her kidneys
-Marcel's back surgery 
-The recovery of Elfriede, 82, from surgery on her left hip
-Lena’s mother who finished undergoing chemotherapy to fight breast cancer
-Regina’s husband, Peter, who is looking for a full-time teaching position for ethnology
-Lena and Andrea's pregnancy
-Ilja’s, Robin's, Elena’s, Jeanette’s, and Joline's health and continual growth 
-Anna, 20, who visits the church assembly only occasionally
-Rösi, 83, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 19; Benjamin, 15; Rahel, 13; 
-Ueli, a church visitor, who studies electrical engineering in Biel, 40 miles from Thun
-Margrit who stopped visiting the church for the last few weeks
-Tino and Mo who are traveling 



Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland
E-Mail: voserivan@hotmail.com  Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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