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Dear brothers and sisters,

We are very thankful that you have been supporting the mission work in Thun, Switzerland, 
over the last few years. In spite of your continual support, the church will have a deficit by 
the end of the year because of the low dollar. The dollar continues to make new record lows 
and the Swiss Franc remains strong.  One Franc is currently only 80 cents. As a church we 
will have to discuss how to deal with this situation. We trust in God that he will help us 
through these new and difficult financial circumstances. We know that other people of God 
struggle at this time with unemployment or because a disaster, as the one in Japan, makes 
life difficult and unpredictable. God still sustains us through all these times.

Japan relief efforts in Switzerland, Germany and Austria
When we heard about the different 
catastrophes that struck Japan this spring, 
we asked the congregation in Thun to 
make a collection as a one-time relief 
effort. Since our sponsoring 
congregation, the Park Avenue Church in 
Memphis, Tennessee, has been mainly 
involved in mission work in Japan over 
the last few decades, we believed that 
God called us to make a German-wide 
relief effort. In an E-Mail to almost all 
the Churches of Christ in Germany and 
Austria, we asked to participate in our 

On the balcon of my parents after lunch                                       relief efforts in Japan. Our good friend 
Keith Myrick, preacher from the congregation in Stuttgart, provided for this time a bank 
account on which congregations from Germany and Austria could send their collections. 
Swiss churches sent the money to a bank account that we opened for that purpose.  By the 
end of May a total of 7904 Euro were collected. The Swiss Churches donated 3704 Swiss 
Francs. Some churches asked me to send them the bank account information of the Mito 
Church of Christ in Japan so they could send money still later on. Other churches used an 
organization to donate money to Japan. 

Writing another Article about Archaeology
I wrote another article for the journal “das Feste Fundament” (“Firm Foundation”) with the 
title “Sennacherib in front of the gates of Jerusalem.” It is about the story of Hezekiah 
during the time when the Assyrians under Sennacherib surrounded Jerusalem. We are told 
that an angel of the Lord struck many soldiers of the army dead and Sennacherib returned 
home to Niniveh without having conquered Jerusalem. There are some interesting 
archaeological digs that I used for the article.



News about People
Daniel’s sister, Veronique, hast been 
visiting the assembly a few times 
during the last few months. Her 
apartment is only two minutes on foot 
from the place where we worship. We 
hope that she will be at the assembly 
even more often in the future. Lucia’s 
blood has to be changed on a regular 
base because her kidneys do not work 
properly anymore. This time there were 
some complications that she had to stay 
for a few days in intensive care in the 
hospital. Marcel had to undergo back 
surgery for the fourth time. After the        Lucia greeting my parents before the assembly starts
surgery he is still bothered by some pain. That is why doctors wanted to make a fifth surgery 
just a few days after. That last surgery seems to have been more successful than the 
preceding one. Regina's husband Peter can teach for another year ethnology at the 
University of Basel. After that he will only be able to continue to teach there if the 
university approves of his new project that requires many trips to other countries where the 
research needs to be done.  Every week either Peter and Kornelia or Lena (sometimes my 
father) and I visit Regina and do a study in the Bible with her. The trip to her place takes 
more than an hour one way. 

Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-We are thankful that many churches that we contacted, donated money for Japan
-Teklosien and his faith. His wife and his two children, who are still in Eritrea.
-Missgine, Teklosien's cousin, who is looking for a job
-Lucia's health problem with her kidneys
-Marcel's recovery from two surgeries within a week
-The recovery of Elfriede, 82, from surgery on her left hip
-Lena’s mother who finished undergoing chemotherapy to fight breast cancer
-Regina’s husband Peter who is able to teach for another year at the University of Basel
-Lena and Andrea's pregnancy
-The health and continual growth of Ilja, Robin, Elena, Jeanette, and Joline 
-Anna, 20, who visits the church assembly only occasionally
-Rösli, 83, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 19; Benjamin, 15; Rahel, 14; 
-Ueli, a church visitor, who studies electrical engineering in Biel, 40 miles from Thun
-Margrit who stopped visiting the church for the last few months
-Tino and Mo who are traveling 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119



Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 
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E-Mail: voserivan@hotmail.com  Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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