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July 2011 

This month I (Paul) began a 2 part sermon series on “Finishing 

the Race, How to stay encouraged in your Christianity.”  This will 

be the last set of sermons that I will preach here in Haruna.  The 

theme verse is Hebrews 12:1-3.   

I wanted to leave the Christians here in Haruna with an encour-

aging message.  As I began my sermon this month and looked 

out over the church members gathered, it’s easy to see how far 

everything has come here in Haruna.  We have had over 6 new 

Christians come from the community recently.  (And the congre-

gation actually laughed at one of my jokes in the sermon!)  As I 

see these seemingly insignificant things I realize that we have 

worked very hard here in Haruna, but that God has been the 

one to give the increase wherever we worked.  The barriers in Japan 

are sometimes staggering , yet the small community of believers 

here at Haruna is growing.    I am so thankful that God has allowed 

us to be here to see and work with the Obatas.  The example that 

this faithful couple has shown is inspirational.  In the morning ,    

because I was able to handle the worship by myself, Brother Obata 

was able to go encourage and preach for a small congregation of 5 

people near Mt. Fuji.  At age 76, he is still showing me how to be 

more like the Apostle Paul.   

Next month I will give my farewell sermon and message to the   

congregation here and charge them with continuing the work.  With 

Brother Obata’s guidance, I see a wonderful future for these        

believers.  Yet I continue to pray for more members to mature in 

this body of believers soon, to help share the burden of leadership 

here.   The last sermon I hope to also remind them of their first love 

in Christ, and call them to continue becoming disciples.  Please pray 

for the body here in Haruna, and in all of Japan.   

What a blessing the month of July was to us. We witnessed a young 

couple start a journey together as husband and wife, a friend of   

Obata-san be baptized, enjoyed birthday celebrations and our 7th 

Wedding anniversary. This is the reason I love putting together our  

reports.  It’s easy to look back on a month and think nothing really 

happened, then when we start writing, we are reminded of the many 

joyous occasions God lets us be apart of.  And better yet we can share 

these things with you all as well. Being a part of God’s family that     

extends across the entire globe is a wonderful blessing. As we spend our last month in Haruna, Japan we 

are so very thankful for all the wonderful people we have been humbled to be apart of their lives.  
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The work in Haruna 

Paul after preaching Sunday morning.  

They laughed at my joke!  The true 

test of cross cultural communication. 

Paul giving his message about Finishing the Race. 



We are always blessed with visitors every week. Some 

people come because they saw the Haruna website, or 

someone referred them here. Some people are visiting 

others members and join us for worship, and some-

times dear friends of the Obata’s come to encourage 

and support us. This month we have been blessed 

with so many visitors. One in particular was a life long 

friend of Mr. Obata. Mr. Nakajima was baptized many 

years ago by the same missionary that mentored 

Obata-san. He came to visit the Obatas with his wife 

Saeko-san. She grew up in a Christian family, but 

never made the commitment herself to obey Christ. 

After a tea time talk with the Obatas, Obata-san 

asked her “What are you waiting for?” She agreed 

that it was time. So we filled up the baptistery with 

freezing cold mountain water (no hot water is piped 

to the baptistery) and Obata-san took her confession. 

Afterwards Obata-san continued to apologize for the 

cold water, but Saeko-san said it was quiet refreshing 

and that it was perfect for the occasion. What a won-

derful Sunday afternoon!  Mr. Nakajima Yoshio is also 

a fairly famous artist in Japan and in Europe and he 

gave a wonderful painting to the church 

family here.   

      HHHERRINGTONSERRINGTONSERRINGTONS   INININ   HHHARUNAARUNAARUNA   

July 2011 Baptism 

Through the month of July the kids class has been going strong. We are 

winding down and teaching our last few lessons to the children. We 

hope that the words we have shared with them will be a wonderful re-

minder that they are not alone in this world and that no matter what, 

God loves them.  As we bring our studies of the Life of Christ to an end 

with them, we were able to share the story of Christ’s resurrection.  It was 

wonderful to explain that our Lord and Savior is alive today and we serve 

a living God.  It is a powerful testimony in the midst of the Buddhist and 

Shinto teachings  they encounter in their lives.  We are praying now for a 

way for these classes to continue at the church after we leave. Please 

pray for this! 

Kids class 
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Our contact info: (until August 30th) 

     Paul, Stacey & Titus Herrington                                                     
     Comfort Town G 
     1519-1 Hongo machi  
     Takasaki shi, 370-3334 
     Japan 
   Skype:  paulstaceyh 
   Email: paulstacey@herringtonjapan.com 
   Website: www.herringtonjapan.com 

Obata-san, Nakajima-san, Saeko-san, & 

Rumiko-san after Saeko-san’s baptism. 

Saeko-san’s first communion. 

Nakajima-san’s a well known artist and 

he gave this piece to Obata-san.  It     

represents the ecology of Christ.  

Meaning that nature and the environ-

ment are important, but incomplete 

without acknowledging Christ as being 

the most important part of them. 

The kids during Wednesday night class, 

watching a video in Japanese about Jesus’ 

resurrection. 



This month, we also celebrated the union of our two 

best friends in Japan. Rieko and Ryosuke were mar-

ried on July 2nd at the Haruna church in front of 

their closest friends and family. They had a very 

small but beautiful service. This Christian union is  

important to the church. This is the first member to 

member wedding to take place here in Haruna.  To 

see a family starting out and doing so in front of 

God is a great encouragement to this small but 

growing congregation. We pray that this family can 

bring a new generation to the church.   Paul was 

asked to be the best man for Ryosuke and was able to 

pray a prayer of blessing over them during the       

ceremony. Paul was honored to be asked this, and it 

meant even more because of Ryosuke’s recent choice 

to become a Christian. Please pray for Ryosuke to     

become the spiritual leader of this family! 
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July 2011 A Wedding 

We met Ryosho and Chiemi while they were ex-

change students in Wichita, KS. They moved 

back to Japan about the same time we did. Over 

the past two years we have enjoyed a few trips 

to Tokyo to visit them and they have traveled to 

Takasaki to visit us. They made one last trip to 

meet Titus before we leave in August. We took 

them up to Mt. Haruna to enjoy a bento lunch  

and then we found a cold air cave. It was a nice 

change of temperature. The cave was very fasci-

nating.  I still don't know where the cold air came 

from. The temperature around the mountain was 

about 29 degrees C (85 degrees F), in the cave it 

was 4 degrees C ( 39 degrees F) They are very 

special friends to us and we look forward to   

seeing our families grow up together.  

Great Friends  
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This month I celebrated my 29th birth-

day. My two boys made it a very special 

day for me. As a family we ordered pizza 

for the first time since we’ve been here 

(because its so expensive and some-

times weird) and Paul ordered an ice 

cream cake from Baskin Robbins for me. 

It was a lot of fun spending the evening 

with my boys.  

A few weeks later the Nakasones invited us 

over for a wonderful Saturday lunch and so 

generously gave me a few gifts and a melon 

birthday cake, which was delicious!  

A Birthday 

The Herrington Family and the 

Shiina Family. 

The beautiful bride and Titus           

after the wedding. 

Getting ready to enjoy our 

pizza and cake!  

Chiemi, Stacey & 

Titus at the cold cave. Ryosho, Chiemi, Paul, Stacey 

and Titus at Mt. Haruna 

My melon birthday cake. 

At the Nakasone’s enjoying a great lunch with friends. 
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Our Prayer Requests 

Titus James Kousuke Herrington 
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 Pray for the survivors of the Earthquake, Tsunami and Radiation disaster.  

 For the relief efforts being made and that those in charge can make wise decisions.  

 Those in charge of the nuclear reactors and that the radiation is minimized. 

 The health of Obata-san and his wife, Rumiko-san. 

 Obata-san’s recovery after prostate cancer surgery and to be completely healed.  

 Praise the Lord for Ryosuke’s decision to become a disciple in Christ and to keep  

      encouraging him in his walk together with his wife Rieko. 

 To keep building relationships as best we can.  

 To be able to help the Christians here to understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ.  

 For all those we meet and teach, that they will one day obey the Gospel.  

 For the safety of our baby Titus as he grows.  

 To find ways of transitioning the works for when we leave in August. 

 Steve and Debbie Carroll as Debbie finishes her Chemo and for a healthy birth for                          

their first grandson in December. 

Our boy is 2 months old! The time is really flying by now. I still can’t believe 

we have this sweet boy with us. He is such a joy to Paul and I. This month he 

is really starting to show his personality. Every morning he greets us with big 

smiles from his crib. They are real smiles now. He recognizes our voices and 

our faces. Every day he tries to make new sounds as he mouths words to us. 

It’s so cute to see him trying to mimic our mouths while we talk to him. He 

is also letting us sleep 5-6 hour stretches at night now. Our families enjoy 

seeing him through Skype and getting to talk to him over the phone, but 

they are counting down the days to when they get to hold this sweet boy. 

We are really looking forward to sharing our baby boy with our wonderful 

family and friends in America. Only 3 more weeks to go!  

July 2011 

Paul and I on our 7th Wedding Anniversary.  

Our schedule for returning to America:  

We leave Narita Airport, Japan Tuesday August 30th 6:10pm JST. 

Arrive at Dallas DFW airport at 3:35pm CST. 

Leave DFW at 8:50pm and arrive in Wichita on August 30th at 

10:00pm CST. It will be a long day of traveling and we will be 

ready to enter that Wichita airport to see our friends and family 

waiting for us. We ask for your prayers as we travel and           

especially as we travel with Titus only 3 1/2 months old.  


