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Dear brothers and sisters,

Two special events happened this month which served both as good opportunities for 
outreach: The Grillfest and dedicating a special time for a family in the church. Also, my 
wife and I are glad to realize that our baby that is expected to be born in Dezember, is doing 
well. Lena's pregnancy is going well so far, but she often feels very tired so that she cannot 
accomplish as much as she would like to. As the birth date comes closer, I also will have to 
slow down still more so that I can be a good support to my wife before, during and even 
more important after the birth.

Grillfest (Grill Party)

A family from Afghanistan as one of our regular guests   Speaking to the small crowd in the tent
For the second consecutive year a group of members organized the Grillfest. We had about 
one dozen guests which is the highest number of guests we have ever had. Children and 
adults played some ball games and threw freezbees. Others were sitting around the table 
talking to each other. Most church members brought along a salad. Lena made once again a 
a Russian salad. Ruedi cooked some meat on the grill.  Right after the meal, we had a half 
an hour devotional. I spoke about “true life.” In between my two to four minute speeches, 
we sang a song. A lot of the visitors from the past Grillest and Knusperfest attended once 
again. Andrea's husband Kilian is a regular guest. We also had again two men from Eritrea, 
Teklosien and Missgine. Regina's mother, Christine, has been a visitor for the last three or 
four times. Hiltruds husband attended once again. Danielle, who uses her large apartment as 
a “Bed and Breakfast” place, invited three young men who stayed at her house for the last 
few months. Other visitors attended this year's Grillfest. We are very pleased to have had 
that many guests and we hope that these same guests and others will also attend the 
Knusperfest on November 26.



Special Time for Parents and Their Daughter Jeanette
Andrea and Kilian asked me to dedicate a 
time for them and their daughter in prayer 
as part of a special family time, for which 
they invited more than a dozen family 
members and friends. At the end of the 

Kilian with his daughter Jeanette                                      
                                                                                                                                                            Andrea holds her daugther in her arms.
worship service, I spoke a few words to the parents and their responsibility for their child. 
After that I asked the couple to come upfront as well as the “Götti” and “Gotte” that they 
had chosen for Jeanette. “Götti” and “Gotte” is a tradition in the reformed churches that 
when the parents die, they will be the caretakers for their children. Though the parents chose 
to keep with this tradition, they did not use the term in the traditional way. They just wanted 
to make sure that some adults were at the birthday party of their daughter each time and that 
in a certain way these two people would help them raise their children. As I stood in front 
with the parents, Jeanette and the Gotte and Götti, I prayed for all of them and asked God to 
bless their lives. After the worship service and the dedication part, we all were invited for a 
“big snack.” Fresh bread, meat, cheese and some vegetables were put on the tables outside 
the building. Since the group of people for worship was much larger than usual, Andrea and 
Kilian provided a facility in Thierachern for worship and for the meal after that. 

Parents Diagnosed with Cancer
While Lena's mother is in the recovery process of her cancer treatment from last year, my 
father and my mother were this summer diagnosed with cancer. My father had cancer for the 
first time almost ten years ago. Tests showed that the cancer grows back slowly. My father 
still does not know, what kind of treatment he will have to undergo. My mother was 
diagnosed with breast cancer during the last check up at the doctor. We are still waiting to 
hear, how far the cancer has progressed, but as far as we know yet, it may still be in the 
initial stage. My mother will turn 83 in September and my father will be 79 in February of 
next year. We pray that they may be able to overcome the cancer and live for a few more 
years even though we know that we will eventually have to die before we are resurrected to 
a new life and a new existence in Christ. 

News about People
After a two week stay at a health center in the mountains, Elfriede was able to move to her 
daugther Deborah for a while before she moved back home into her apartment. We still hope 
that she can move into an elderly home soon. Marcel is now in the recovery process after his 
fifth back surgery. 



Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-My mother who was diagnosed with breast cancer
-Teklosien and his faith. His wife and his two children, who are still in Eritrea.
-Missgine, Teklosien's cousin, who is looking for a job
-Lucia's health problem with her kidneys
-Marcel's recovery from two surgeries within a week
-The recovery of Elfriede, 82, from surgery on her left hip
-Lena’s mother who finished undergoing chemotherapy to fight breast cancer
-Lena and Andrea's pregnancy
-The health and continual growth of Ilja, Robin, Elena, Jeanette, and Joline 
-Anna, 20, who visits the church assembly only occasionally
-Rösli, 83, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 19; Benjamin, 15; Rahel, 14; 
-Ueli, a church visitor, who studies electrical engineering in Biel, 40 miles from Thun
-Margrit who stopped visiting the church for the last few months
-Tino and Mo who are traveling 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 
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