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Dear brothers and sisters,

In the month of August we spent almost the whole month in the Ukraine. It was not just for 
vacation, but we also had some great opportunities to serve in the congregation in Bila 
Tserkva as well as doing some benevolence work. That is why in this newsletter most of 
what I am writing, is about some kind of ministry work in the Ukraine and not so much 
about our vacation.

Vacation and Ministry in the Ukraine
We left on August 8 around noon from the airport in 
Zurich and arrived two and a half hours later at the 
airport in Kiev. During our stay in the Ukraine, we 
stayed every night at Lena's mother one bedroom 
apartment. It became at times a little crowdy, when 
three adults, one child and one dog stayed in this small 
apartment. Lena's mother slept in the kitchen while all 
the other members of the family, including the dog, 
slept in the only room of the apartment, the living 
room. It is hard to say when exactly we started and 
finished our vacation because soon after our arrival, 
we were invited by the chief of an aid organization for 
a meeting. We had several meetings with the lady who 
serves as a head for the organization. She invited 
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Ukrainian buildings. One time we talked to her in her office about who would be good 



candidates to receive the money that we collected in the streets last year. Another time we 
brought her the money to be officially handed over. Another time we personally handed the 
money over to those who needed it. They were invited to the office of the organization. 
Lena and I also took upon us the task to visit children that are in need because a member of 
the congregation in Bern asked us this past summer if we knew about a child in the Ukraine 
that she could financially support. We visited two families. In one family we met with 
Kostya who is a six year old child who in his development is more like a two or three year 
old child. Another family that we visited is in need because the husband tried to kill her wife 
and then left the family. The mother has been suffering liver cancer for the last few months. 
         I also preached for the congregation in 
Bila Tserkva twice. The sermons that I 
preached were from the fall series for guests 
that I held in Thun last year: “God As the 
Perfect Father” and “God Like a Mother Who 
Cares for Us.” The attendance on both 
Sundays was between five and ten people. 
The preacher, Kostya, and the members 
appreciated the lessons. Kostya also was glad 
to take a break after ten to twenty weeks of 
continual service in the pulpit. He translated 
the second Sunday with a mask because he 
had a severe cold. We were glad to be with the 
church, but we were missing the involvement 
of the members there. To be a growing church  Preaching in the Bila Tserkva Church of Christ on  
means to have members who are involved        Sunday morning
in the work and let themselves use to serve others. The church members of this small 
congregation are not ready yet for letting themselves use as much as we would have liked to 
see it. Still we see that the members of this church experience personal growth in their faith 
and this we were glad to see.
        
News about People
Marcel's back pain has not been substantial since his last back surgery. He is recovering 
well. In fact, he started working part-time. The screws will stay in his back for a live time, 
but he should be able to live a normal life a few months after the surgery. Lena and Andrea's 
pregnancy continues to go well. Andrea is expecting her second child in November and we 
are expecting our child in December. Elfriede has been doing a lot better a few months after 
her hip surgery. She will turn 83 in October. We were glad that we could see how Lena's 
mother recovered well from her cancer treatment, when we visited her this month.

Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-My mother's and my father's treatment for cancer
-Teklosien and his faith. His wife and his two children, who are still in Eritrea.
-Missgine, Teklosien's cousin, who is looking for a job
-Lucia's health problem with her kidneys
-We are thankful to God for Marcel's good recovery from surgery 
-The recovery of Elfriede, 82, from surgery on her left hip
-Lena and Andrea's pregnancy



-The health and continual growth of Ilja, Robin, Elena, Jeanette, and Joline 
-Anna, 20, who visits the church assembly only occasionally
-Rösli, 84, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 19; Benjamin, 15; Rahel, 14; 
-Ueli, a church visitor, who studies electrical engineering in Biel, 40 miles from Thun
-Tino and Mo who are traveling 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail: 
voserivan@hotmail.com  Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37

mailto:voserivan@hotmail.com

