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Dear brothers and sisters

Lena's pregnancy continues to goes well. It though takes a lot of her strength to take care of 
an almost two year old child and to be pregnant. In order to support the family, I am slowing 
down with my work. I will not be able to accept invitations for preaching or do special 
projects. In fact, I decided not to organize a seminar early next spring as usual because our 
baby will be three to fourth months old at that time. We have enough experience to know, 
what it means to have sleepless nights because of the baby. We just do not know yet, what it 
means to have a baby and a little child. Like other parents we can say that we are happy 
having Ilja and expecting a baby, but we are also a little worn out.  

Guest Speaker from Stuttgart in Thun
Keith Myrick has been a long time 
missionary to Stuttgart, Germany, 
where he preaches in the local 
church. Lena and I have been able 
to visit him a few times in Stuttgart 
where I preached every time we 
visited. This is the first time that 
Keith was able to come and preach 
in Thun. We could invite him right 
before his back surgery that he will 
have in September because he fell 
in his apartment and got badly hurt. 
We appreciate Keith as one of the

Taking a walk in the center of Thun                                                        few American missionaries who 
still work in the German-speaking part of Europe. One of his strength as a preacher is that 
he is an excellent student of God's word. I also appreciated his involvement with the relief 
efforts for Japan as churches in Germany and Austria were able to send their money on a 
bank account in Stuttgart from where Keith sent all the funds together to Japan. Keith 
recommended my Old Testament survey “With Big Steps Through the Old Testament” to 
the church in Stuttgart. They had a study of the Old Testament over several months this year. 
All this helps that the congregation in Stuttgart and Thun enjoy a special relationship with 
each other. 

Another Article for the Firm Foundation
My fifth article on archaelogy has the title “Flight to Mount Masada.” It is about the 
aftermath of the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, when some resisting Jews fled to 
Masada because they did not want to surrender to the Romans. 



News about People
Marcel started working part-time a few weeks 
after his fifth back surgery. We are grateful 
that he is recovering well. I reported in my 
last newsletter that both of my parents were 
diagnosed with cancer in the same month. 
They both are now treated with a hormonal 
therapy. The kind of treatment that they 
receive shows that the cancer has not spread 
much in their tissues. Switzerland celebrates 
on August 1 the oath that was taken on the 
Rütli meadow at the lake of Lucerne where 
the first three cantons (states) formed a loose    Dinner on August 1 on the balcony of my parents
union. My parents invited Keith and our            home from where we could watch the fireworks 
family for that celebration in their home.                                              

Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-My mother's and my father's treatment for cancer
-Teklosien and his faith. His wife and his two children, who are still in Eritrea.
-Missgine, Teklosien's cousin, who is looking for a job
-Lucia's health problem with her kidneys
-We are thankful to God for Marcel's good recovery from surgery 
-The recovery of Elfriede, 82, from surgery on her left hip
-Lena’s mother who finished undergoing chemotherapy to fight breast cancer
-Lena and Andrea's pregnancy
-The health and continual growth of Ilja, Robin, Elena, Jeanette, and Joline 
-Anna, 20, who visits the church assembly only occasionally
-Rösli, 83, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 19; Benjamin, 15; Rahel, 14; 
-Ueli, a church visitor, who studies electrical engineering in Biel, 40 miles from Thun
-Tino and Mo who are traveling 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 
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