
Newsletter September 2011

Dear brothers and sisters,
                                                                                                                                                    

Ilja upside down; Jeanette, Joline and Ilja playing on Sunday morning; Regula with Ilja, Elena and Robin;

When we returned from the Ukraine at the beginning of September, we became aware of 
how close the date of birth just had approached. Andrea is expected to give birth even a few 
weeks before Lena, in November. Lena will give birth before the end of the year. During the 
month of our return from vacation, we didn't plan a lot of church activities. That is why it is 
the perfect time to inform you about our current budget.

The Low Dollar Rises just Little
We appreciate that the church in Thun is a church that gives generously. At the moment the 
weekly collection is close to a $1000 a month. At the end of the year though the members 
will be asked to give in addition because of the deficit that we will have due to the low 
dollar. We know that we will be a few thousand dollars short in our budget. As the dollar 
continues to be greatly devalued, we would in fact appreciate if the dollar amount of our 
support that we receive monthly could be increased for a short time until the dollar is at least 
back to 1:1 with the Swiss Franc. If you could be the one church or individual who would 
make a ten, twenty or fifty dollar increase for a limited time, we would ask you to contact 
us. If we could raise one or two hundred dollars a month in addition for a year or so,  that 
would help to limit the deficit. At the same time I want to express of how thankful we are to 
have so many good supporters so that we can continue our mission and ministry work in 
Thun.

Finishing a Sermon and Bible Study Series on the Minor Prophets
One of the greatest challenges this year as far as teaching is concerned has been the Minor 
Prophets. The ladies of the church expressed their desire to study this section of the Bible 
because they thought that it may be too challenging for their ladies' class that meets once a 
month. That is why I started the series on the Minor Prophets in April taking a break during 
our vacation in the Ukraine and finishing it up on the first Sunday of October. Sometimes it 
has been quite difficult for me to draw a lesson for the church. I am sure other preachers feel 
the same which probably is the reason that the Minor Prophets are not taught as much in 
churches. It was a good exercise for me to teach some of the more difficult books of the 



Bible, when it comes to application and finding meaning for the church today. 

News about People
My mother turned 83 years old on September 23. 
Were were invited to a restaurant to celebrate her 
birthday in the close family. She is the oldest 
member of the church. The treatment of the cancer 
has been successful in restoring health to my 
mother, but she needs to continue her medication 
for a few more months. Marcel's back surgery also 
was successful. He is now able to work 50% again. 

                                                                                   
                                                                                    Celebrating in a restaurant at the Thun lake
  
                                                                                      
Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-My mother's and my father's treatment of cancer
-Teklosien and his faith. His wife and his two children, who are still in Eritrea.
-Missgine, Teklosien's cousin, who is looking for a job
-Lucia's health problem with her kidneys
-Marcel's continual recovery from back surgery
-The recovery of Elfriede, 82, from surgery on her left hip
-Lena and Andrea's pregnancy
-The health and continual growth of Ilja, Robin, Elena, Jeanette, and Joline 
-Anna, 20, who visits the church assembly only occasionally
-Rösli, 84, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 20, does not attend church any more since 2009; 
  Benjamin, 16; Rahel, 14; 
-Ueli, a church visitor, who studies electrical engineering in Biel, 40 miles from Thun
-Tino and Mo who are traveling 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail: 
voserivan@hotmail.com  Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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