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Dear brothers and sisters,
The end of the year 2011 was a happy time for our family, as we were able to experience the 
birth of our daugther Julia. We are very glad that the mother and the baby are doing so well 
at this time. 

The Birth of Our 
Daugther Julia
On Wednesday December 
14, I taught Bible class in 
the evening. At that time 
my wife still did not feel 
any birth pains yet. After 
Bible class when we got 
ready for bed at 11.00 
o'clock at night, my wife 
had unusual pains which 
turned out to be birth 
pains. By one o' clock we 
arrived at the hospital in

Family picture taken one day after Julia's birth                                                       Thun. At 3.11 o'clock Julia 
was born in a rather quick birth process and without any  complications whatsoever. We are 
very thankful to God for our newborn baby. Julia was born on December 15th which is just 
one day short of the birthday of Regina's daugther Elena which is December 16. Ilja's 
birthday is already on the same day as Regina's son Robin, which is December 3. They are 
one year apart. 
       Julia has had a lot of stomach aches ever since her birth which has kept Lena and 
myself awake for a few hours during some nights in December. We were told by the doctor 
that we have to expect stomach problems of this kind to happen during the first three 
months after birth. The first few health checks showed that Julia is otherwise doing well. 

Ilja turned two years old
On December 3 we celebrated Ilja's 
birthday as a family. Ilja has been 
learning a lot of new words in the past 
few months. Every time he says a word, 
we need to speak it after him or else he 
gets very frustrated. It sometimes takes 
some guessing what he means. He is 
patient with us giving us a second and 
third chance to pronounce the right 
word after him and no other. We are 
especially glad that we can teach him 
both Swiss dialect and Russian. As a 
family we speak high                               Ilja gets to ride on a train for children which leads through a 
                                                                                     little forest inside a building called the „Panorama Center“



German which gains more and more influence in the daily life in Switzerland. A new 
regulation recommends now even that in kindergarten the child carer ought to speak 
German with the children and not Swiss dialect anymore, which is still what most children 
speak at home. The increasing number of foreigners in Switzerland (23%) and the need to 
be able to communicate with the world around us demands this extra effort. For our family 
it is not even an extra effort because it has rather become a life style for us to communicate 
in different languages at home. 

Mission Wednesday
On the last Wednesday in December we had Mission Wednesday. It was to remind us that 
we want to be more of a mission church and to review the mission work that has been done 
in the past year. Also, we took a look at the upcoming year, in which we want to strenghten 
our mission efforts even more. I think that we are on the right track, but we need to be more 
mission minded still. To help in this effort, the beginning of 2012 will be focused on 
evangelism through a series of lessons in the church. Also, in addition to our three Sundays 
in fall which are designed for guests, in 2012 I like to hold a special series on three more 
Sundays in spring for outsiders. We also like to buy and put up a tent at the market in Thun. 
We had planned that already for 2011, but the diagnoses of cancer concerning my father and 
my mother in the same month and the pregnancy of Lena prevented us from following 
through with this plan. We ask God that he will work through us so we can reach people 
who will be gloryfying him. 

Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-My mother's and my father's treatment of cancer 
-Teklosien and his faith. His wife and his two children, who are still in Eritrea.
-Missgine, Teklosien's cousin, who may still be looking for a job.
-Lucia's health problem with her kidneys
-Marcel's continual recovery from back surgery
-that Elfriede, 83, will receive the proper care in an elderly home in the future
-The health and continual growth of Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah and Julia
-Anna, 20, who visits the church assembly only occasionally
-Rösli, 84, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 20, does not attend church any more since 2009; 
  Benjamin,16, only occasionally visits the assembly; Rahel, 14; 
-Ueli, a church visitor, who studies electrical engineering in Biel, 40 miles from Thun
-Tino and Mo who are traveling 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 
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