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Dear brothers and sisters,

Right in the first few weeks of the year we had to decide, whether we wanted to move our 
worship service to a new place. The church was for it so we moved in Februrary (see next 
report). This year we want to be especially strengthening missions. We do not call it  a 
mission year, but in fact it could be called so. Our desire, however, is not to do more 
missions in one particular year, but rather to help us become more focused on missions as a 
church for the years to come. We know that it will be unrealistic to expect any immediate 
result this year, except that we as a church will grow through our mission studies and we 
learn to apply some of it directly so that in the years to come we will be better equipped. We 
certainly will keep you updated on that. At the beginning of this newsletter, we want to 
inform you about our sister Martha who was diagnosed with a rare disease. 

Martha is Diagnosed with ALS
The health of Martha, 64, is rapidly getting 
worse. First, we noticed that her voice 
weakened. Then she told us that walking 
became for her an increasingly difficult 
effort. Martha's doctor did not know what 
the exact reasons were behind all that until 
a few month ago, when she was diagnosed 
with the rare disease ALS. It is a disease of 
the nervous system which no longer 
functions properly and it is degenerating 
gradually. Martha still has a life expectancy 
of perhaps up to five years. For right now 
she still is able to take care of herself. 

Martha and my mother at the worship place                      One ability that she has already lost is to 
knit clothes. It used to be one of her hobbies to make clothes for children. During our last 
visit to the Ukraine in 2011, we took a lot 
of the clothes to the Ukraine to be 
distributed there to needy children. She 
also knitted clothes for children in 
Rumania during the last few years. 
       Martha has learned to live with ALS 
accepting well that God allowed this to 
happen to her. We see in her an example 
of a living faith trusting God that he is 
carrying her through up to the time, when 
he will take her to be in eternal fellowship 
with him. Martha is the mother of Marcel 
who has had multiple back surgeries            The chief of a little charitable organization in the Ukraine
during the last few year. He is still in the      helps a little girl to put on one of Martha's clothes
recovery process and hopes to work             



full-time again soon. 
    
Missions Sunday and Series on Mission from January through April
On the first Sunday of January, on January 1, we focused on missions. I preached about real 
friendship, real faith, and real life because we as a church want to let people know that this 
is what we are all about as a church. This is the second year that we had a Mission Sunday 
on the first Sunday of January. We did it last year for the first time to make us aware right on 
the first Sunday of the year that we want to be a mission-focused church. On Wednesday, 
January 4, I chose once again, as in the past years, a Psalm because I have learned to 
appreciate to start the year with a Psalm that is directing our worship to God. This time it 
was Psalm 33 which closes with the words “May your unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord, 
even as we put our hope in you.”

News about People
My mother started with the radiation treatment 
as part of her treatment against breast cancer. 
She had to go to the Thun hospital five times a 
week until March. Our Julia continues to grow 
well and she seems to be a healthy baby for 
which we as parents give thanks to God. 

Julia in Ilja's bedroom where diapers are changed 

Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-My mother's and my father's treatment of cancer 
-Teklosien and his faith. Also for his wife and his two children
-Missgine, Teklosien's cousin, who we are not sure whether or not he found a job yet
-Lucia's health problem with her kidneys
-Marcel's continual recovery from back surgery
-that Elfriede, 83, will receive the proper care in an elderly home in the future
-The health and continual growth of Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah and Julia
-Anna, 20, who visits the church assembly only occasionally
-Rösli, 84, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 20, does not attend church any more since 2009; 
  Benjamin,16, only occasionally visits the assembly; Rahel, 14; 
-Ueli, a church visitor, who studies electrical engineering in Biel, 40 miles from Thun
-Tino and Mo who are traveling 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,



Ivan + Lena 
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