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Viewing Cherry Blossoms 

at a Neighborhood Park  

allowed her to travel by bullet 

train to the Hanaki home .  Be-

fore that trip, I brought her to 

our home in Matsudo and we 

had a wonderful visit.  She fol-

lowed my instructions to return 

to the hotel and later to travel to 

Kyushu (very brave soul!)  The 

Hanaki's son sent me an e-mail 

recently and I'm hoping to keep 

in touch with the family. Please 

pray that we can use this opportu-

nity for God's glory. 

   Families and friends in Japan 

look forward to a short season of 

only a few weeks each Spring 

when sakura (cherry blossoms) are 

in bloom.  They get box lunches 

and enjoy each other’s company 

under the beautiful cherry trees. 

Our friends, the Taylors, recently 

pointed out how this change from 

Winter into Spring is much like 

the resurrection of Christ from 

death to life (see the Taylor blog). 

We think that using such oppor-

tunities in the culture to teach 

God's truths is important.    

Sometimes, God uses us in unex-

pected ways to bring about His 

purposes.  We were contacted by 

Debra Linn of Houston, TX who 

was asking for my help to contact 

the Hanaki family in Kyushu, 

since she was to be in Japan 

with her husband, Rick, on a 

business trip.  I had helped 

her about five years earlier. 

We arranged to meet at a 

hotel in Shinjuku.  I had never 

met either the Linns or the 

Hanakis, but serving as a trans-

lator, both families could meet 

briefly in Shinjuku.  I commu-

nicated with Debra by Internet 

and with the Hanakis by 

phone.  Before the Linns ar-

rived at the hotel, I briefly 

explained to the Hanakis some 

things about the Bible and my 

work as a missionary.  Debra 

had also purchased a Japan 

rail pass, which when activated 

Helping Old Friends “Reconnect” 

Farewell to the Story Family 

   Kyle and Nahoko Story moved 

to Matsudo Church of Christ 

last May, right after Nahoko had 

been baptized in April and they 

had married in May.  They have 

become very dear to Debbie and 

me as our own children are. It 

has been a joy to see how they 

have grown in many ways over 

the past year.  Kyle learned 

enough Japanese to read Scrip-

ture at worship, pray one time, 

and on one occasion spoke at a 

Christmas function while I trans-

lated.  When I was gone to the 

States for two weeks to help my 

Dad last October, Kyle taught 

the English Bible class on Satur-

days. Nahoko has also been help-

ing Debbie and Sis. Sanpei in the 

Sunday Bible class about twice a 

month. From time to time the 

Storys got together with us just 

for fun and fellowship. They 

have truly been a blessing to us 

all at Matsudo church.  They are 

moving to Florence, Alabama, 

where Kyle plans to preach. Please 

keep them in your prayers.  
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Well, we had some sad news in February concerning my family.  Our 

son, Matthew, sent Steve an e-mail message to call my sister, Teresa, in 

Clyde, Texas.  Since it was close to the birthday of our other sister, 

Karen, I thought Teresa just wanted to call about that.  I was shocked to 

hear that Karen had died in her Denver, Colorado apartment!  She 

would have been 55 on February 5th. 

 Apparently Karen died on February 1st from natural causes, the coro-

ner said.  They found her dead on her sofa.  I have a theory that maybe 

she accidentally took too much insulin which she did sometimes.  She 

would give herself an insulin shot before eating, eat her meal and then 

give herself another shot if she thought she had too many calories. 

 My sister Teresa and her son Phillip drove all day from Clyde, Texas to 

Denver to take care of all the details of Karen’s death.  They only had 3 

days to get to Denver, take care of Karen’s effects and then drive back to 

Clyde.  They loaded Karen’s papers and other things in the car.  Teresa also had to tend to the details of banking and other papers to fill out.  

We all decided to have Karen cremated and have her ashes sent to Clyde where my sister Teresa could have it ready for the memorial service 

that was held at the Bailey Howard Funeral Home Chapel in Clyde, Texas.   

 There were many Skype sessions back and forth between my sister and me about all the arrangements.  I didn’t fly back to the States because 

we didn’t have the money and there really was not much I could do.  Lord willing, when Steve and I go back on furlough next summer we 

will spend time going through Karen’s things and burying her ashes.  This has been very hard for my sister Teresa but God and the church 

friends helped her get through it all.  I wished I could have been there and help but it was not possible. 

 Karen had lived in Denver since 1983 and was a member of the Dahlia Street Church of Christ since 2004.  Steve and I had taken a trip to 

visit her and encouraged her to go to the Dahlia congregation for fellowship with other Christians.  This change seemed to help her feel 

better about her life and give her hope. 

 Karen will be missed by my family.  I often think about her and her struggles she had in her life.  She was fiercely independent and wanted 

to do things her way but was a survivor.  We know that we will meet again and that Karen is resting 

while she waits. 

 Steve’s Note:  Hearing about Karen’s sudden death 

shocked us all. I recalled when Karen and I had first 

met in Abilene years ago when Debbie and I started 

dating. It was my privilege to teach Karen and im-

merse her into Jesus.  Over the years we tried to stay in 

touch, and as Debbie mentioned, we were happy she 

went to Dahlia Street church more regularly toward 

the close of her life.  I’m glad too that Karen was      

able to be with all her sisters on our last furlough -  

one of the best times I think they all got to experience.  

We hope to meet again over there!  We live in hope of 

the resurrection!   

Death Comes To Us All  
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These pictures were both at Grandma and Grandpa Vaughn’s in 

Ft. Wayne, Indiana.  One on left might have  been in December 

1959 or 1960 and the one on the right was in 1961. 

This picture is when Karen was 

33 years old.   

Debbie’s Corner 

Debbie and her sisters, Teresa, Karen, and 

Deadra - October, 2010 



Prayer Requests 

 For continuing Eastern 

Japan earthquake relief 

efforts, care, and support 

 For continuing fund-

raising efforts for Leslie 

and Sara Taylor coming to 

Matsudo. 

 For Bible class students to 

grow in faith so they will 

become Christians 

 Thanks for Debbie getting 

stronger after her cancer 

treatments. 

 For our new grandson, 

Corban and for his par-

ents’ wisdom to raise him 

 For Kyle and Nahoko 

Story  as they move to 

Florence, Alabama 

 For new students and their 

study at JSE this year. 

In its 23 year history, Japan 

School of Evangelism (JSE) has 

had 7 graduates.  This year,  add-

ing a new program of part-time 

teaching to “equip” saints 

(Eph.4:11), in addition to a full-

time student from Tomobe - Ya-

suki Nishimura, three part-time 

students have joined JSE.  Bro. 

Kazuo Yamamoto is a new Chris-

tian from Uenohara Church of 

Christ. Sis. Akemi Sano is 

from the Tachikawa Church 

of Christ. And Bro. Shinzen 

Kinjo will study by Skype from 

Naha Church of Christ in Oki-

nawa. From November I will teach 

a class on Marriage Counseling. 

Up to now I've usually had one 

student at a time and have used 

English materials while speaking 

in Japanese. This time, however, I 

have several new changes.  The 

materials must all be translated 

into Japanese, so that will require 

a lot of preparation.  Then teach-

ing three student in the Tachi-

kawa classroom while one will 

listen in by Skype from Okinawa 

should be quite a challenge.  

Please pray for these new students 

and that the classes can go well.  

had several birthdays - mine 

(Steve’s) on March 29th, Debbie’s 

mother’s on March 30th, and her 

sister Teresa’s on the 31st. My 

(Steve’s) Dad’s 87th birthday was 

April 9th. We’re thankful that 

our new high speed Internet 

service came just in time for calls 

for our family.  Our daughter 

Marcia has become quite good in 

her Taiko drum group and is 

On March 21st we celebrated 33 

years since coming to Japan as 

missionaries. Our family also has 

adding Shamisen to her skills of 

Japanese musical instruments.  

Our son Matt makes bracelets, 

necklaces, and key holders on 

consignment.  It is good to see 

our children learning new things. 

Debbie and I decided to try our 

hand at blog making - both to 

keep records of what has hap-

pened over 33 years and to share 

some of our interests. Debbie’s 

New Students at JSE 

Updates on our Family and Neighborhood 

Matsudo and Yokota Church News 

17 year old girl, Mariya Shimoda, 

recently searched for the church 

via phone book and Internet. She 

now regularly attends both Bible 

class and worship.  We pray that 

over time she will decide to be-

come a Christian. The Tadao 

Kakusho family travels over two 

hours to worship with us when 

they can. Also Bro. Yoshida, re-

cently informed us he had lost his 

job and asked us to pray to find 

another one.  The congregation 

has been discussing plans of what 

we might do when the Taylor 

family arrives in Matsudo. Please 

pray that God’s will may be done! 

  Recent sermons at Matsudo have 

included the Restoration Move-

ment, the Resurrection, and a 

series on the 10 Commandments. 

Helping saints to be informed and 

equipped is vital for spiritual 

growth.   At Yokota, I’m now 

teaching Christian Basics for the 

next six months. In Debbie's Bible 

classes, she is now emphasizing 

the life of Christ through all the 

gospels at Matsudo and is using 

Bible quizzes and puzzles for the 

Yokota children.  At Matsudo, a 
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Business Meeting 

Sano san, Nishimura san, and        

Yamamoto san begin at JSE  

Steve preaches about 

Restoration Movement 

hair is returning along with 

more strength in her hands. 

She’s making things for our 

grandson, Corban, gifts for 

when we visit friends, and has 

started labeling things for our 

upcoming CAJ Thrift Shop. 
Debbie Cross Stitching 

“Hey Diddle Diddle” Design 



Contact Information 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Dai 2 Marukame Haitsu 201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Debbie’s e-mail: 

crossstitcher24@yahoo.com 

Bro. and Sis. Tadao Kakusho 

Sakura (Cherry Blossoms)         

in Matsudo 

Second Sunday Bible Study                    
at Matsudo Church 

Steve and Debbie at                   

JSE Graduation Celebration 

Other News and Notes 
Homepage and Blog 

Links About Japan 

 Matsudo Church of 

Christ 

 Carrell Family News 

 Japan School of Evangel-

ism 

 Ibaraki Area Churches 

 Paul & Stacey 

Herrington 

 Les & Sara Taylor Blog 

 Japanese Lantern Blog 

 Crossstitcher24 Blog 

Minami Hanashima 3-48-5 

Matsudo, Japan  271-0065 

Phone: 047-362-8858 

Fax: 047-368-7822 

Email: matsudochurch@gmail.com 

Yokota Church Seeks Official 

Government Recognition:  For a 

number of years, Yokota church 

was under the “umbrella” of the 

Tachikawa Church of Christ as a 

“religious entity.” I recently put 

my seal to a document which 

will help them reach a more 

official recognition - Masa 

Nonogaki is working on details.  

Taylor Family Progress:  Les and 

Sara Taylor have over 50% of 

both their one-time and monthly 

fund-raising goals. Please visit 

their blog to see their progress 

and how you can help them if 

you’d like to contribute to their 

Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my 
path.”  (Psalms 119:105)  

Highlights - February –March, 2012   
 (see more in Photo Album) 

support.  We thank the Lord and 

are greatly looking forward to their 

arrival very soon. 

Preacher’s Meetings: The February 

and March preacher’s meetings 

were at Numazu and Okitsu 

Churches of Christ in Shizuoka. 

We will meet April 16th at the 

Tachikawa church. 

Yokosuka Visit in April:  Lord 

willing we will be traveling down 

south to Yokosuka, April 28th and 

29th  for fellowship with one of 

our military supporters.   

Your prayers for our family and 

generous financial support has 

allowed us to pay off much of 

Debbie’s hospital debt.  Thank 

you so much for helping us in 

our time of need for Debbie 

and for my Dad.  May God 

richly bless you and give you 

wisdom for your daily walk 

with Him 

In His service, 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

P.S. Please note that the slide 

show may not work in the 

photo gallery, but you can 

still view photos one by one 
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