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Mariya Shimoda        

immersed into Christ 

Matsudo Church of Christ 

Mariya Shimoda Baptized into Christ 

   With a “flurry of activities” in 

the Spring, Debbie and I are 

just catching up to prepare 

for the next phase of activity.   

   Several months ago we 

mentioned that Mariya Shi-

moda had started visiting 

both our Bible classes and 

worship services regularly. We 

were impressed with her  

eagerness toward Bible study 

and willingness to serve.  She 

listened to the sermons as I 

taught  the importance of 

being immersed into Christ.  

   In talking with her, she 

seemed to understand 

what to do to be a Chris-

tian, so on May 13th, I 

asked her if she had de-

cided when to be baptized.  

Looking at the calendar it 

became clear she had been 

thinking about it and had 

her mind made up. She 

told us she was planning to 

go to New Zealand for 

study in a year and a half 

program. She wanted to be 

baptized before she went, 

and the sooner the better.  

She wanted her mother to 

come for the baptism so 

she decided on May 20th 

after the morning worship.  

   We found out that they 

come from a background 

in the Brethren church (a 

group well-known in the 

Restoration Movement).  

They have many very con-

servative views, but 
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   As the time draws nearer for 

Leslie and Sara Taylor to come 

to Japan as missionaries, I real-

ized we needed to do all we 

could with their paperwork to 

try to make their arrival as 

smooth as possible. Ironing out 

details of the applications, pho-

tos, necessary letters, approval 

stamps, etc. took some 

time, but all of it was finally 

received on June 4th, so 

we are now waiting the 

necessary 45 days or so to 

get the needed “certificate 

of eligibility” for each of 

their family members.  

When these arrive and are 

sent to the Taylors, they 

should be able to more 

easily obtain their visas for 

final entry permission into 

Japan.  

   In the meantime, Debbie 

and I, along with church 

members have been doing 

what we can to get items 

they will need for living 

here, find potential apart-

ments, make plans of what 

we can do together upon 

their arrival and let the 

members and area-wide 

churches know about their 

pending arrival.  As we pray 

and leave all things in 

God’s hands, our excite-

wanted to check everything 

out by the Scriptures.  

   Mariya knew the impor-

tance of baptism but  thought 

that baptism was something 

done after one is already a 

Christian. When I explained 

from the Scriptures that salva-

tion and the new birth begin 

at baptism, she immediately 

understood and was even 

more eager to be immersed. 

We all rejoice at her addition 

to God’s family at Matsudo. 

An added joy is her mother is 

now coming regularly too! 

Please pray for Mariya’s spiri-

tual growth and that more 

souls may be added to the 

Lord’s kingdom! 
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Taylor Family’s Preparations for Japan 

Homepage and 
Blog Links About 

Japan 
 

 Matsudo Church of Christ 

 Carrell Family News 

 Ibaraki Area Churches 

 Paul & Stacey Herrington 

 Les & Sara Taylor Blog 

 Gaijin Mom 

 Japanese Lantern Blog 

 Crossstitcher24 Blog 

Sponsoring Church:            

Center Rd. Church of Christ 

899 W 300 S  

Kokomo, Indiana  46902 

765-453-1448 

http://www.centerandpark.org/ 

Mariya and Kuniko        

Shimoda at Bible class 

ment is growing and we try to keep 

in touch as often as possible. .  

http://jlnews.shutterfly.com/
http://sites.google.com/site/matsudococ/Home
http://sites.google.com/site/carrellfamilynews
http://sites.google.com/site/ibarakichurchesofchrist/
http://herringtonjapan.com
http://taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.jp/
http://gaijinmom.blogspot.jp/
http://fujikid76.blogspot.jp/
http://crossstitcher24.blogspot.jp/


   Every April and October, Debbie and I devote some 

time at the CAJ (Christian Academy in Japan) Thrift 

Shop to both help the school and to find some great 

bargains which we may need for ourselves or our 

friends.  Although it requires some diligent work, it is 

both fun and fulfilling as we serve the needs of the 

shoppers, renew ties with many friends in Japan, and 

provides some opportunity for telling people a little 

bit of ourselves and our work in Japan.  This year, we 

also wanted to look for some items that we thought 

the Taylors might be able to use when they arrive in 

Japan.  The Lord blessed us in that search and we 

are keeping their things at our house to give them when they find their own place to live.  

    The Taylors report they have sold their car, packed most or all of their boxes and sent them on their way, spent some of their final 

times with church family, personal family, and friends, and are getting ready for their departure from the States to come to Matsudo.  

CAJ Thrift Shop 
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Yokosuka Visit 

Marcia Dukes Visit to Japan 

About  twice a year, Debbie and I travel a couple of hours down to Yokosuka Navy 

Base to visit with the church members on  base, since they are currently helping with 

our support..  One thing I particularly like is the 

way they discuss the morning sermon in the Bi-

ble class which immediately follows worship. 

They are eager to apply what they have learned 

to their lives.  Please remember these Christian 

too in prayer. 

Over many years of our relationship with this 

church, many changes have occurred, so we 

believe it is important to try to keep all members 

up to date (many now see us on Facebook too), so we want to give them a current report of 

our work in Matsudo.  The Randy Crist family is close to our age and since Sis. Christine Crist underwent treatment similar to Deb-

bie’s for cancer,, we feel some points of kinship besides being brothers and sisters in the Lord.  We appreciate so much the Yoko-

suka church’s support over the years and are glad that we can continue to maintain a bond of fellowship with them. 

Our daughter tries to take a trip to Japan to see us as often as her 

schedule permits, so we were delighted that she could come this 

year when Debbie was feeling much better in her remission from 

cancer.  It was also noteworthy that last year in April, two were 

added to Christ’s body in baptism while Marcia was here.  This 

year, she was able to greet another new sister who had been im-

mersed into Christ just before she arrived.   

    Marcia was able to accomplish quite a bit this time in regard to 

spending some time with us, finding all the gifts and items she wanted for her friends in the States, as well as spend some time 

with Mitsuko Fukushima, her friend from childhood days.  It was a joy for us to have her here and we were happy that everything 

worked out good over all.   

Debbie getting ready to serve at                

CAJ Thrift Shop 
Steve making announcements in 

Japanese at CAJ Thrift Shop 



Click here for Japan 

Earthquake Information 

at Park Ave. Church  

ing basic doctrines as well. It seems to 

be provoking a lot of thought among 

the members.. Debbie is using quizzes 

and puzzles with the children at Yo-

kota - challenging them to find an-

swers in their Bibles.  On 2nd Sunday 

afternoons at Matsudo, we’re continu-

ing an adult study with Bro. 

Nonogaki’s study guide on Living the 

Christian life.  Those attending seem 

to be growing in their faith.  Please 

continue to pray for all these classes 

and our planting of the seed of God’s 

Word. 

At Matsudo church we just finished a 

series on the Ten Commandments - look-

ing at how its principles apply to our 

daily lives.  Now we’re looking at some 

topical sermons. On Saturday mornings, 

we’re working through the book of 

Ephesians.  Debbie and Noriko Sanpei  

are continuing lessons on the life of 

Christ, while I have Q&A after each les-

son to see how well the children listened.  

At Yokota we’re studying Christian Basics 

on Wed. p.m. which includes Evidences, 

Why We Believe the Bible, Hermeneutics,  

and other topics. Soon we will be cover-

Bible Classes and Preaching 

makes for fast work. We honored the 

mothers on May 13th and fathers on 

June 17th.  It is enjoyable to have our 

tea times and fellowship meals, but we 

also seem to be able to share more 

about our lives when we open up to 

one another. I’m thankful. We were all 

glad to hear that Bro. Yoshida got a new 

job, since he had been troubled about 

losing his last one in this difficult econ-

omy.  It was an answer to our prayers. 

We are also praying for Sis. Mariya Shi-

moda who has gone to New Zealand 

now, that she can be spiritually nour-

ished and sustained. 

  May 6th after worship was a cleanup 

day in which Matsudo members partici-

pated. When everyone participates it 

Matsudo Church News 

This year’s All-Japan Preacher’s Work-

shop was held at beautiful Lake Echo in 

Ibaraki. For three days we studied about 

“Preaching in Worship” looking at the 

history of preaching, styles of preaching, 

and practical aspects which can make 

our preaching more effective.  It was par-

ticularly refreshing for me to just sit back 

and enjoy the lectures and participate in 

the discussion, since I had not been 

called upon this time to be a speaker. I 

also discovered that one of my room-

mates, Bro. Tadayoshi Aikawa, has very 

many interests in common with me, so 

we had a lot we could share during our 

time there.  From the reports of the 

churches and other works going on, we 

were updated on what is happening 

around the Japanese brotherhood. The 

reports of good progress being made in 

earthquake stricken areas was especially 

encouraging. Please pray that the Lord 

will continue to bless the spread of His 

Word throughout this nation of Japan. 

“...so is my word that goes out from my 

mouth: It will not return to me empty, but 

will accomplish what I desire and achieve 

the purpose for which I sent it.”                           

                                 (Isaiah 55:11) 

All-Japan Preacher’s Workshop 
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Group who met at Lake Echo for the 

All-Japan Preacher’s Workshop  

Bro. Yoshida reports he got a new 

job, an answer to our prayers! 

Matsudo Children’s Bible study 

Using “Kamishibai”  

http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html


Prayer Requests 

 For Leslie and Sara Taylor as they final-

ize plans for coming to Matsudo. 

 For continuing relief efforts in Eastern 

Japan earthquake care, and support 

 For our new sister in Christ - Mariya 

Shimoda’s studies and spiritual 

growth. 

 For Bible class students to grow in 

faith so they will become Christians 

 For continued unity in the body of 

Christians at Yokota church 

 For our new grandson, Corban and 

for his parents’ wisdom to raise him 

 For new students and their study at 

JSE this year. 

Mariya Shimoda and mother with 

Gamou san and his wife 

Marcia Dukes with the Matsudo 

Sunday School Class 

Second Sunday Fellowship Meal    
at Matsudo Church 

Matsudo Father’s Day               

Debbie’s  Cross stitch Gifts 

Other News 

and Notes 

Highlights - April –mid-June, 2012   
 (see more in Photo Album) 

Using Technology for Good:  Each week 

we use Skype to contact our family, the 

Taylors, and others. Also learning to use 

Facebook “groups” for better communica-

tion. Improving homepages as we can. 

Hoping to make more teaching materials 

and tools via software and Internet. 

Matt, Shi, and Corban:  Matt has three 

new jobs with “Choose Life Recycling” , a 

tele-performance group, and as an intern 

for an Abilene TV station, Shi is working 

for Chase. They work hard to both care 

for Corban. Every week we Skype with 

them and enjoy watching Corban grow-

ing up. 

Preparing for JSE: From November, I’ll be 

teaching new students at Japan School of 

Evangelism (JSE) in Marriage Counseling. 

My challenge is to get materials into Japa-

nese from the current English materials 

Planning for Summer and Fall:  As the 

Taylors finalize their plans to come to 

Japan, we continue to pray for them and 

think of all we might be doing together 

upon their arrival Your prayers are 

needed and welcome.  

Thank you all for your prayers and for 

your generous financial support during 

these difficult financial times.  May God 

richly bless you lives as you daily serve 

Him. 

In His service, 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light for my path.”   

(Psalms 119:105)  

Minami Hanashima 3-48-5 

Matsudo, Japan  271-0065 

Phone: 047-362-8858 

Fax: 047-368-7822 

Email: matsudochurch@gmail.com 

Contact Information 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Dai 2 Marukame Haitsu 201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Debbie’s e-mail: 

crossstitcher24@yahoo.com 

http://jlnews.shutterfly.com

