
Newsletter May 2012

Dear brothers and sisters,

In this newsletter we want to highlight our mission efforts and some challenges that we have 
had with the current assembly room. At the end of the letter we make an update about sick 
members. Also, my first article of my second year series about church history for the 
magazine „das Feste Fundament“ was published.

Studying the Bible with Margrite
My parents met an elderly lady, about 68 years old, at a lunch table in their residence and as 
they were talking, my father saw a good chance to offer a Bible study to her. Margrite 
agreed. My parents have been studying with her once a week every Tuesday afternoon. 
They are encouraged by her willigness to learn from the Bible. 

„Hunger for God“ Sunday Series for Guests
This spring we had a Sunday morning series 
for guests on three Sundays, which we 
usually only have in the fall. We had a 
handful of guests during the whole series. It 
was about the same number of visitors that 
we have had during any of the series before. 
Margrite attended the first Sunday before she 
went on  vacation. Another visitor that 
attended was Veronique. At the end of each 
assembly some snacks and drinks were 
offered. We wanted  the visitors to stay 

Margrite (in the red jacket) looking at our Julia                    around. Martine was bothered in her
and Danielle's sister sitting on a chair (in the white shirt)    conscience by the fact that the church 
organizes a snack after the assembly that she stayed away from worship for all three 
Sundays visting other congregations. During the last few years I have talked with her many 
times about other issues as for example how the church holds the Grill- und Knusperfest. 
Martine believes that any type of meal for which outsiders are invited should, for scriptural 
reasons, not be organised by the church. It can though be done by individual members. At a 
Wednesday evening I shared with the class Martine's new concern about the snack after 
worship which caused a long controversial discussion. My goal was to make sure that if we 
could in any way, we should change things so that all members, if possible, can stand behind 
the activities of the church. There was at first some quite heavy resistance to make any 
changes because of one member. When we we looked at what this would actually mean, we 
found out that with minor changes, we could help someone who was in my opinion not a 
troublemaker, but simply stricken by her conscience. James, her husband, told me that 
Martine was touched by this move seeing it as an act of love towards her. 

Writing  More Articles for the Magazine „Das Feste Fundament“ („Firm Foundation“)
I started my second year writing for the magazine„das Feste Fundament“. My first article is 
about „How the Early Christians Worshipped God“. The article can be found at this website: 



www.gemeinde-christi.de/index.php/dff . All the articles that I will be writing this year will 
be related to church history. 

Neighbours Are Complaining about the Singing on Sunday Morning
There was a meeting of all the neighbours, the 
owner and a mediating agency in our 
assembly room because there had been a 
number of complaints about our singing on 
Sunday morning. Veronique the owner of the 
assembly room summarized to us what the 
man of the agency said at the meeting: The 
neighbours either have to pay the rent for the 
assembly room themselves or accept the 
singing. Despite of this clear statement in our 
favor, we bring now with lower voices our 
praise to God at 9.30 on Sunday morning. At 
the moment we want to wait and see how         Some of the oldest children playing in their own room
everything will work out hoping that God         during the sermon. We do not know how long they
will provide for us another room that will         will still meet in this room for playing and singing.
room that will be more suitable in other ways and does not upset the neighbourhood. We 
need to look for an assembly room that has a separate room for children, where in the future 
we can teach our many kids. 

News about People
Marcel had inguinal hernia which needed to be operated. He feels now a lot better. Danielle 
is still under close care by the doctor who advised her to still not work in the month of June. 
The doctor found out that my father's heart muscles were weak, for which reason he 
sometimes had to sit down because he felt dizzy. Since the time that my father has been 
taking some medicinie for the heart muscles, he feels a lot better. It will mean that he now 
can better take care of my mother who is having a slowly progressing Alzheimers' disease.

Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-My parents studying the Bible with Margrite, about 68, 
-that my father has been doing much better. My mother's Alzheimers' disease
-Marcel's recovery from surgery
-Danielle's recovery from her burnout
-that Peter Lindenmann will find a job soon, if possible in the Thun or Bern area
-Teklosien, his wife and their two children they left behind in Eritrea
-Lucia's health problem with her kidneys
-that Elfriede, 83, will receive the proper care in an elderly home in the future
-Angelica's pregnancy
-The health and continual growth of Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah and Julia
-Anna, 20, who visits the church assembly only occasionally
-Rösli, 84, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 21, not attending church any more since 2009; 
  Benjamin,17, only occasionally visiting the assembly; Rahel, 15; 
-Ueli, a church visitor, who studies electrical engineering in Biel, 40 miles from Thun

http://www.gemeinde-christi.de/index.php/dff


-Tino and Mo who are traveling 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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