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The Japanese Lantern 

   Leslie and Sara Taylor with 

their two children, Cambria 

and Madeleine arrived August 

7th at 3:55 p.m. at Narita Air-

port.  Taking a bus to Crest 

Hotel in Kashiwa city, I picked 

them up with their luggage and 

brought them to our home in 

Matsudo.  Sara sent us a photo 

give me an idea of what to 

expect for packing our car. 

The Albrights arrived at Narita 

within minutes of the Taylors, 

but on a different flight. 

   On Wednesday we met with 

a local realtor to show Les and 

Sara some apartments close to 

our home.  On Thursday we 

looked at a few more.  From 

these the Taylors plan to 

choose an apartment which 

will be their home for the next 

several years.  On Wednesday 

afternoon, we all went to 

Costco, where we met the 

Albrights for lunch.  Since 

both Taylors and Albrights 

were pretty tired, they decided 

not to go with us to Yokota 

church this time, but hope to 

meet church members there 

next week. 

   Once the Taylors decide on 

an apartment, they can move the 

things which were accumulated 

for them there as they settle in, 

get registered with city offices 

with their new address, and do 

other business they need to as 

newcomers to Japan. 

   Sunday (8/12) the Matsudo 

members will have a welcome 

party for the Taylors after our 

morning worship. We pray for 

God’s guidance and grace as the 

Taylors be mission work and we 

plan together how to spread the 

gospel effectively in Japan. 

Taylor Family Has Arrived in Matsudo, Japan 

Photos:  Besides photos scat-

tered throughout our newslet-

ter, we share albums of photos 

at:  

http://jlnew.shutterfly.com 

Blogs: Carrell and Taylor 

blogs keep you up to date on 

news and information you 

might find useful to follow our 

mission efforts (see links at the 

left) 

Homepages: Matsudo church 

has a site in both English and 

Japanese with links to other 

good works in Japan and 

around the world. Carrell fam-

ily news gives some details  

about our family. Ibaraki Area 

Churches site is for about 1/3 

of the churches of Christ in 

Japan with a list in both Japa-

nese and English of all 

churches of Christ in Japan. 

The Herrington’s site is for those 

who wish to continue following 

Paul & Stacey’s work . 

Videos: During the summer our 

sponsoring church - Center Rd. 

in Kokomo asked us to make a 5 

min. video to explain mission 

work for children. Click here to 

see it on Youtube.   
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   Matsudo church members decided that they 

would like to have a kitchen sink on the first 

floor of our church building to be more ac-

cessible whenever we have fellowship meals 

and for weekly cleanup from our teatimes or 

other needs.  Bro. and Sis. Gamou (both 74) 

agreed to come and “camp out” at the church 

building so they could work for several days 

on putting up the addition and getting it done 

as much as possible during July.  Sis. Gamou 

prepared refreshments for all the break times during work and helped wherever she 

could. 

    Little did I know what all would be involved in making such a structure, but I was de-

lighted to be able to work with Bro. Ga- mou as he went about the many tasks involved in 

making a kitchen sink.  Needless to say, it was a learning experience for me.  Starting with 

blocks for a foundation, posts to build a basic structure and framework, a simple roof was put 

on top at first and then we started ham- mering.  Bro. Gamou had all the tools he needed for 

the job brought from home.  The church provided him some funds for materials and he sought 

to build in in the most economical way he could.   

Building a Kitchen Sink for Matsudo Church 
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God Working with the Shimoda Family 

    Sis. Suzuki had a friend who was moving and had an old kitchen sink which she donated 

for free for us to use. So I loaded it up in my car and brought it over to the church building.  

Debbie cleaned it up to be ready to use.  In the meantime, as the structure began to take 

shape, it was time to put in a water pipe and to lay the flooring for the kitchen area.  When it 

was set, then we moved the kitchen sink inside the structure and started putting in some of 

the inside walls.  When the inside was basically done, another day was spent in putting on 

siding and a tin roof, complete with “crimping” the tin for the edgework.  Everything had to 

be cut to the right size, glued at just the right time, and nailed down to complete the roof.  

Bro. Gamou reminded me of Bezalel to whom God gave His Spirit and special skills, abili-

ties, and knowledge in all kinds of craftsmanship (Ex.31) when the Tabernacle was made.  It 

was very evident as Bro. Gamou worked, that he knew what he was doing and seemed to 

enjoy the work.  I was happy just to have a small part to help build the structure.  The walls and the ceiling inside completed the major 

portion of the sink.  All that is left to do is to put in the lighting and hook up the electricity and it should be ready for use most any 

time.  When it was completed, the ladies tried it out on Sunday and were delighted at its convenience and space available for cleaning 

things us. Thank God for this wonderful servant of the Lord and his donation of his skills for building this new structure. 

Mariya has found a church home at Morningside Church of Christ 

in New Zealand while she continues her home stay program there. 

And even when she had to move to a new location, the Lord let her 

have a Christian family as her new host and she will still be able to 

go to church weekly to Morningside from an even closer location!  

    We have also been delighted that Eriya (Elijah) Shimoda also has 

shown interest in coming to Matsudo church for a couple of weeks. 

He says that he is enjoying the preaching and the fellowship with 

the Matsudo members each week.  He has said that he one day hopes to become a Christian.  Please pray for Eriya and his family.  

Sis. Kuniko Shimoda (Mariya and Eriya’s mother) has put in extra time to help with whatever she can - like assisting with putting in 

the wall for the sink and shows her eagerness to be at worship early and attend church business meetings to express her views as well.  

We are delighted to have this new family to work with us at Matsudo church.   



Shota Maeda Class 

Bible Classes and Preaching at Matsudo 

Keeping Up with Mark and Marcia 

Debbie taught Chiaki Maeda an 

English class until the time she 

got her cancer in 2011. Her son, 

Shota was a student at ACU 

(Abilene Christian University) 

who was taught and baptized by 

my son, Matt a few years ago. 

Shota finished a degree in Sci-

ence at ACU and was home in 

Matsudo for the summer. He is 

trying to continue his education 

to become a male nurse and 

asked me to teach him English 

for taking an examination.  It 

has been good to teach Shota in 

many ways because he has 

needed further teaching in the 

Bible too.  So each Friday after-

noon, I’ve been teaching him 

since mid-June and he’s pro-

gressing in his abilities.   

   We’re praying that through 

our regular classes, we can 

help Shota to not only gain 

better usage of English but 

grow in his understanding of 

God’s will for His life as well. 

In our last report we 

told about Marcia’s 

visit to us in Japan. 

After her return to 

Spokane, she has been 

involved in a number 

of opportunities to 

develop her “taiko 

drum” abilities.  Her 

Spokane Taiko Drum Group was invited to bring 

their drums to Butte, MT for a special program with 

San Francisco Taiko group, featuring a Taiko Master 

(he’s in the middle) . 

Since Marcia speaks Japanese fluently, she had an 

opportunity to befriend the Taiko master while he 

was there.  She was very happy about that  She is also 

practicing Sanshin, which is the Okinawa style of the 

Shamisen.  On July 18th, Mark celebrated his birth-

day, Marcia’s was July 19th, and their 12 wedding 

anniversary was on July 21st.   

week.  Sis. Nakama has not been 

able to come due to helping her 

mother-in-law who is elderly. Bro. 

Nakahara has also not come for 

awhile due to health reasons. When 

the Taylors settle in, we hope to 

increase the Saturday class atten-

dance and interest. Please pray for 

us. 

   Each Sunday I’ve been trying to 

help the congregation to prepare for 

when the Taylor family comes.  Les-

Our Saturday class at Matsudo 

church is almost finished with 

the book of Ephesians.  Cur-

rently Bro. Tamura comes every 

sons have been on working together, 

growing in the Lord, and sharing 

God’s message with others.   

   Members have also been encour-

aged to express what they think about 

Bible topics.  2nd Sunday Bible study 

has especially been helpful.  We have 

recently had more in depth sharing of 

individual members’ feelings than 

before.  We continue to pray for the 

spiritual growth of each member. 
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Matt, Shi, and Corban 

Corban has started crawling 

now and tries to get into eve-

rything.  He’s becoming more 

aware of his surrounding and 

is starting to talk a little bit as 

well.  Whenever we get a 

chance to see him on Skype, 

he seems to recognize our 

faces to some degree. 

     Matt and Shi are staying 

very busy each week, but 

work hard to have time each 

week with Corban.   



Prayer Requests 

 For Leslie and Sara Taylor as they be-

gin their new work in Matsudo. 

 For continuing relief efforts in Eastern 

Japan earthquake care, and support 

 For the spiritual growth of Mariya Shi-

moda in New Zealand, our new sister 

in Christ, as she continues her studies 

 For Bible class students to grow in 

faith so they will become Christians 

 For continued unity in the body of 

Christians at Yokota and Matsudo 

 For our new grandson, Corban and for 

his parents’ wisdom to raise him 

 For new students and their study at JSE 

this year. 

Kuniko Shimoda with her son, 

Eriya at Matsudo church 

Mel and Yoko Shaw visit         

Matsudo Church from Aomori 

Bro.& Sis. Gamou and Sis.         
Shimoda work on kitchen sink 

Sunday morning children’s class 

Sis. Sanpei and Debbie teaching 

Other News 

and Notes 

Highlights - June-July, 2012    
(see more in Photo Album) 
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Contact Information 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Dai 2 Marukame Haitsu 201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Debbie’s e-mail: 

crossstitcher24@yahoo.com 

Shaw Visit:  Mel & Yoko Shaw from 

Aomori, along with their Christian 

friend, Tokio Kaji from Chiba, visited 

Matsudo church recently. Each time they 

visit Tokyo, they come to our worship 

services if they can. 

Yokota Church Retreat:  Although we 

were not able to join Yokota members, 

they were able to have a weekend retreat 

at Tama Retreat Center - 7/27-29. All 

who attended report that it was a very 

rich experience for their spiritual growth. 

VBS Video on Youtube:  Debbie and I 

were asked by our sponsor - Center Rd. 

Church of Christ in Kokomo to make a 

5 minute video about our mission work. 

You can view it here if you like. 

JSE Marriage Counseling Class:  Four 

students are enrolled this year at Japan 

School of Evangelism. Up to now I’ve 

taught classes one on one with JSE stu-

dents. This November, my challenge will 

be translating my current English materi-

als into Japanese for the course. Your 

prayers are appreciated.  

Your continued prayers and generous 

support for our work in Japan is greatly 

appreciated.  May God daily guide you 

and bless you as you serve Him. 

In His service, 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Matsudo Church of Christ 

Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light 

for my path.”       (Psalms 119:105)  

Click here for Japan 

Earthquake Information 

at Park Ave. Church  
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