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Finally Here! 

こんにちは (hello)! This is our first newsletter from JAPAN!  We’re excited to get to share with you what we’ve 
been up to during our first month here in Matsudo. We hope you’ll enjoy reading. 

As you can imagine, it has been a very busy several weeks both leading up to our 
departure from the United States and of course arriving in Japan and getting set-
tled here.  After a montage of our final American favorite foods, teary goodbyes, 
and a bit of localized travel, we made it to the airport in Boston on August 6th.  
We were lucky enough to fly with JAL on the brand new 787 Dreamliner, which 
took us directly from Boston to Tokyo without any stops.  This is an incredible 
blessing especially when you have a one year old and three year old! After arriv-
ing at Narita, clearing immigration and customs, we hopped on a bus for a 2 hour 

ride down toward Kashiwa, where Steve Carrell picked us up and drove us to the Carrell house in Matsudo.   

Most of our first month here has been adjusting to the change in environment and 
getting necessary things set up.  We were very blessed to get many things taken care 
of very quickly.  We registered with the city, chose an apartment, got phone service 
and internet service, and other things of that nature.  Of course, getting the apart-
ment set up has been one of the primary focuses in all of this.  Japan has some amaz-
ing recycle shops, from which we have been able to purchase many of our needed 
items in very good condition for equally good prices.  We were also blessed that the 
Carrells and some of the Japanese brothers and sisters here in Matusdo provided for 
our needs as well.  We still have a few things we need to purchase before all is said and done, but we are very 

near now to being totally settled into our apartment - this is a fairly amazing feat to 
accomplish in a month for a young foreign couple with 2 kids! The Carrells really 
helped us out so much, and God blessed us with smooth sailing through it all.   
 
Of course, we have also been getting used to the congregation here in Matsudo, just 
like they have been getting used to us.  The first Sunday here they greeted us with a 

歓迎会 (kangekai - a welcome party) after morning worship.  We ate together, after 
which we all asked each other questions about our lives and interests to help build 

our relationship.  Steve preaches on Sundays in Japanese only, so he has been making an English outline for us 
while we slowly work on our Japanese abilities.  Thankfully, we can 
already read Hiragana and Katakana (two of the written forms of 
Japanese), so we can usually sing the songs if we know the tune, 
even if we can’t completely understand the meaning.  You might be 
interested to know that Japanese song books have many of the 
same songs as in America, though of course the words are Japa-
nese.  We also have been attending a kids’ Bible study that happens 
Sunday mornings before the general worship.  Three local children 
from ages 12 to 14 come right now.  We hope that our language 
abilities mature quickly, so that we will be able to help out soon 
with the various things going on here in Matsudo on Sundays.   

The A/C unit for our house 
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The girls are tuckered out from jetlag! 

Getting new tatami mats 

Enjoying a welcome party with our brothers and sisters! 



Thoughts From Sara 
 

This month, I was able to participate in the August meeting of a monthly English Bible study at the Ochanomizu Church 

of Christ.  Steve’s mother began this group 50 years ago, and many of the members have been coming for as long, 

though only one has put on Christ.  I was reminded just how much I love studying the Bible with Japanese women, and 

am encouraged to be able to do so in English while I learn Japanese.  I look forward to becoming more involved with 

this group and learning more about each individual. 

 

One of the members of the church at Matsudo introduced me to a local children’s center,  

おやこDE広場.  With Cambria walking and Madeleine in the stroller, it is about a 10-

15 minute walk from our apartment.  Despite the language barrier, the three of us have 

been able to make quite a few new friends with the mothers and children who regularly 

come to play.  I quickly learned to bring my phone (loaded with multiple translation 

apps) and a notebook and to ask about everything.  I have been able to bond with another 

woman, Emi, who started coming the same day I did, and she has been quite gracious in 

repeating words and listening to my basic Japanese phrases I come to her with every day. 

 

Our family also visits the playground quite often.  One of the reasons we chose 

the apartment we are in is that we are only a (very short) block away from a play-

ground.  We have begun to recognize a few children who come to play, and all of 

the kids are very interested in who we are and where we come from.  (I always 

appreciate when Leslie is able to come, as he understands far more Japanese than 

I do.  I mostly end up repeating, “すみません、わかりません,”or, “Sorry, I 
don’t understand,” which just makes the kids look at me weird.)  The playground 

is conveniently located directly across from the church building, which will be a 

nice touch when I finally figure out how to invite kids to our Bible class. 

 

We have slowly but surely been sorting through boxes and making our apartment a 

home.  The Carrells blessed us with many necessary items that they were able to pro-

cure before we came, leaving us with only a few purchases to worry about upon our 

arrival.  In Japan, there is an abundance of recycle shops (or secondhand shops).  In 

April and October of every year, the Japanese clean out the old and bring in the new, 

giving us a wide variety of like-new items for incredible prices.  As we fully settle in, 

we look forward to hosting a steady flow of guests in our home, building sincere rela-

tionships with the people we meet.   

Learn Japanese! 

Here are some useful Japanese phrases for you to practice (in case you come to visit)! 

 
 

 

Pronunciation 

English Letters Japanese Sound 

a ah 

i ee 

u oo 

e eh 

o oh 

Japanese Word Meaning 

konnichiwa hello 

arigatou thanks 

sumimasen excuse me/sorry 

oneigaishimasu please 

jaa, matta see you later 
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Leslie’s Corner 
 

This month for me has been exciting and busy.  Aside from getting all of the things 

done that relate to our whole family, I have personally added a few things to my 

regular schedule.  On the last Saturday in August, I began teaching an English Bi-

ble class here in Matsudo to some of the members who wish to participate.  I had 

actually been attending the class since we got here with Steve (who was teaching it) 

and Debbie.  The timing worked out that a couple of weeks after we arrived they 

would finish the current material, so they offered to let me teach the class.  Right 

now, we are doing the class on Christian Apologetics.  Anyone who knows me 

knows I’m really glad to be able to teach this material, but of course it takes on a 

different feeling when you’re teaching it in English to people who speak it only as a second language.  Thankfully, the 

members are very smart, and Steve and Debbie help me out quite a bit with translation when it is necessary.  Perhaps 

most encouraging to me is that the members actually wanted to study the topic - it was not even my idea to study apolo-

getics!  I hope this class will benefit not only me as I study the material, but especially the members here.  I hope that 

they will grow in their knowledge of how to be able to answer the questions that many people here in Japan have.    

 

This past week, I also began my formal language study at the Ochanomizu Christian Center.  My teachers are Mr. Taka-

hashi and Ms. Yamamoto.  The class so far has been very good.  I’ve actually taken a few small courses before in Japa-

nese, but these were usually crash-course type situations, where you learn helpful phrases more than you learn the actual 

grammar and such.  Obviously having worked at a Japanese kindergarten in Kurashiki 

for a year, I was exposed to Japanese on a daily basis as well.  These opportunities 

were great for me, but they did not provide me with any real ability to handle the 

Japanese language.  I do think they have provided me with some foundational con-

cepts however, which are proving helpful in this class.  Despite being only one week 

into the class, I can already tell my Japanese ability has noticeably increased.  Cer-

tainly I have a long way to go, but it’s very encouraging to see any progress in just 

one week.  I’m looking forward to seeing more progress as the semester goes by.   

 

Incidentally, my Japanese class is not the only thing in Ochanomizu (downtown Tokyo). 

The biggest Japanese congregation of the churches of Christ is also in Ochanomizu, only 

about a 5 minute walk from my school.  A couple of weeks ago we were blessed to spend 

some time with Dwight and Josephine Albright, and attend a Wednesday night class 

which Dwight was teaching.  The Albrights served as missionaries for many years here 

in Japan, and still return every year to speak and encourage their brothers and sisters on 

this side of the world.  It was great to spend that time with them, and we hope to get to 

spend some more time with them again before they head back to the U.S.  
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Don’t forget! Here are some other 
ways you can keep up with our fam-
ily as we work here in Japan… 

 
Youtube: 

www.youtube.com/user/taylorsgotojapan 

 

Blog: 

taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com 
 

Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan 

Thank you so much for taking the time to read our newsletter! Our plan from 

now on is to put out these newsletters on a quarterly basis.  We will start that 

plan in October, so there will be another newsletter early next month, after 

which the next newsletter will be in January, and so on.   Don’t forget though 

that you can follow us in various ways online - just check out the informa-

tion to the left if you want to find out how.  At these sites we will have pic-

tures, thoughts from everyday life, and even videos to share.   

 

We hope you and the work of God is blessed wherever you are. Continue to 

keep us in your prayers!  

                 in Christ, 

The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, and Madeleine) 

c/o Wilkesboro Church of Christ   P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 
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