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   After their arrival on Au-

gust 7th, the Taylor family 

stayed with us for a week, 

while deciding on a new 

apartment. They chose one 

close to the church building, 

as well as close to us. The 

park across from the church 

building is great for their chil-

dren to play and to meet some 

of the neighborhood children. 

  A local recycle shop has 

provided a number of useful 

items for their new home. 

After signing a contact on the 

house, we introduced Leslie 

and Sara, and their girls, 

Cambria and Madeleine, 

to the neighborhood. Af-

ter the tatami and air con-

ditioner were fixed up, 

they were finally able to 

move in and actually 

spend a night in their new 

location.  

  In the meantime, Leslie 

and I took a train trip to 

Ochanomizu to find the TAC 

Language School and to figure 

out the best route and means 

most economical for Leslie’s 

daily commute. By getting a 

monthly train pass, Les could 

save a little on travel and still 

have opportunity to explore 

places along the way. 

  Matsudo members had a wel-

come party for the Taylors and 

everyone had an opportunity to 

introduce themselves to the 

Taylors too. Sis. Sanpei intro-

duced Sara to a community 

children’s center where she 

met some mothers in our 

neighborhood.  One mother, 

Emi, was especially kind in 

taking time to explain Japa-

nese to Sara and to make 

her feel welcome. This 

friendship has helped Sara 

build more confidence in 

learning about Japanese 

culture and language.  

   A major purchase for the 

Taylors was i-phones, 

which not only are useful in 

communications, but also 

give them Internet access, 

helps in searching for infor-

mation, helps navigate 

around town, and have even 

become indispensable tools 

for their language study. 

Please continue in prayer 

for the Taylors. 

Taylor Family Settles into Matsudo Apartment 

Mariya Shimoda Returns to Japan 

  In our last report I told about 

Mariya finding a church home 

at Morningside Church of 

Christ in New Zealand. Even 

though she had a great experi-

ence at church, Mariya became 

homesick and also suffered 

from anorexia, mainly because 

the New Zealand diet did not 

agree with her. Her mother, 

Kuniko, had to go and bring 

her home and Mariya had to be 

hospitalized for 10 days upon 

her return. Many at Matsudo 

church prayed for Mariya’s 

recovery as did many of our 

friends on Facebook as well.  

Debbie and I visited her there 

once and another time I took 

the Taylors while Debbie 

watched their children.  

   After getting out of the hos-

pital, Mariya has remained 

weak, but is gradually regain-

ing her strength and eating 

more. She and her mother have 

enjoyed so much coming to 

church and even to our Satur-

day Bible study each week. 

They both are eagerly partici-

pating in whatever activities 

are available for them to do.  
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We thank the Lord for 

His kindness and bless-

ing in Mariya’s life and 

for bringing the 

Shimodas to Matsudo 

church. 

http://jlnews.shutterfly.com/
http://taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.jp/
http://gaijinmom.blogspot.jp/
http://fujikid76.blogspot.jp/
http://crossstitcher24.blogspot.jp/
https://www.facebook.com/matsudochurchofchrist
http://www.facebook.com/yokosukacoc
https://www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan
http://sites.google.com/site/matsudococ/Home
http://sites.google.com/site/carrellfamilynews
http://sites.google.com/site/ibarakichurchesofchrist/
http://herringtonjapan.com


Our Sponsoring Church:            

Center Rd. Church of Christ 

899 W 300 S  

Kokomo, Indiana  46902 

765-453-1448 

http://www.centerandpark.org/ 

JSE Teacher’s Meeting in Hachioji 

remained high with three former students 

coming regularly in addition now to Mariya 

and her mother, Debbie, and me. Please 

pray that this class can continue to be a rich 

source of spiritual nourishment for us all.  

An added note:  Leslie has also begun a 

class just for Mariya and her mother in Eng-

lish on some Wednesday nights.  We pray 

for the success of these endeavors. 

   Leslie has also been reading Scripture in 

Japanese from time to time during the wor-

ship assembly.  He works on the passage 

and practices it a few times before actually 

reading it at church. It is good to see him 

making 

progress 

in his 

skills. 

 

  Following the Founding Day Worship, I went to the Hachioji Seminar House where we had a JSE Teacher’s meeting to discuss the 

current and up-coming years’ curriculum.  There are now four students enrolled at JSE. In the next term which begins in December, I’m 

planning, Lord willing, to teach a class on Marriage Counseling.  Up to now, I’ve normally had just one student each time in the class 

and the materials have mainly been in English, but with explanations each time in Japanese. This 

time, I should be having more than one student and the material needs to be ready in Japanese for 

teaching.  So in the next month or so, I’ll be spending a lot of time translating the current material 

from English to Japanese.   

    We also discussed how the teaching load needed to be spread out to more teachers to relieve some 

who have been heavily burdened.  So in coming years, besides this Marriage Counseling class, I 

should be adding a study of the Prison Epistles of Paul.  These classes are quite challenging, but have 

helped me grow in the process of teaching them.  Please pray that all these classes will be beneficial 

in training the students as they prepare to both preach and teach. 

   Finding out that Leslie especially enjoys 

teaching Apologetics and Christian basics, 

I suggested that he teach the weekly Sat-

urday English Bible class. He has done 

well in making the topics easy to under-

stand, but each week, I’ve also needed to 

add the Japanese translation, so that the 

students can gain the full benefit of the 

class.  Leslie has dealt with the Existence 

of God, Morality, and The Resurrection of 

Jesus, among other topics. Interest has 

Page 2 

Saturday Morning Bible Class 

THE JAPANESE LANTERN  

JSE Founding Day Meeting at Tachikawa 

  Bro. Dwight 

Albright was 

the featured 

speaker for the 

Annual Found-

ing Day Wor-

ship at Japan 

School of Evan-

gelism (JSE).  His theme too dealt with 

Apologetics, showing how the Bible is 

entirely reliable as God’s inspired Word.  

Taking the four gospels, Dwight traced 

the evidences both within the Scriptures 

and without, which help support our faith. 

  In the afternoon Dwight continued with 

some very 

helpful power-

point materials 

to explain the 

steps of how 

the Bible is 

supported by 

“undesigned coincidences.”   

During lunch several expressed appre-

ciation for the school and how mean-

ingful it has been for their lives.  Some 

of the teachers told about classes being 

taught, how the curriculum has 

changed with four students this year. 

Skype is also used for teaching some of 

the classes long-

distance.  Last 

year I taught one 

student in Okina-

wa by way of 

Skype. This year 

I should be com-

muting to teach 

classes - most likely to Ochanomizu and 

will probably use Skype once again as I 

teach some in person and some long-

distance. Please pray for the success of 

these upcoming classes.  

Matsudo Area Outreach Efforts 

  We had a brochure which had been 

made for outreach in earlier years. It has 

been updated and will soon be printed 

for our members to invite friends to 

church. We hope to prepare more in the 

future. You can also see an advertise-

ment for Matsudo church now as a Face-

book Page under Matsudo Church of 

Christ.  With the Taylors help, we hope 

to improve our church homepage as 

well.   
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  Once or twice a year, we try to plan a 

visit to Yokosuka Church of Christ to 

report on our Matsudo work.  This mili-

tary congregation has been a long-time 

supporter for us in Japan and it is a joy 

to be able to share what we do in Japan 

with them in person. 

   This time, we took the Taylor family 

with us, since it seemed like a great 

opportunity to introduce them to the 

congregation. The Ryan Broyles family 

at that congregation are young like the 

Taylors and we were delighted when 

they agreed to “host” them while Deb-

bie and I went to stay at the Randy Crist 

home.  On the way down by train, the 

  I received an urgent message about my 

Dad, Bill Carrell, indicating that I might 

need to take an immediate trip to the U.S. 

Having taken a similar trip last year be-

cause of Dad’s health, I wasn’t sure what 

to expect.  Samuel Stan, who helps Dad 

told me to “standby” However,  first, he 

was to undergo a thorough checkup by a 

doctor.  It was discovered that he had 

pneumonia in both lungs.  Fortunately, 

with strong antibiotics and a series of 

four shots, Dad responded well at 87 

years old and his improved in both ener-

gy and appearance. Thank you all for 

your prayers and thanks be to the Lord 

for his healing for Dad. 

    Another surprise came from my 

cousin, David Carrell, who on a routine 

heart check up found that he needed a 

quadruple by-pass heart surgery!  He’s 

only 59 years old!  His father (my Uncle 

Bob - seen in the photo with Dad) had 

co-

workers.  

Fridays 

are for 

PTA, 

alumni,  

and school 

family 

members 

only, so we often get to see items put out 

as soon as they’re brought in.   

  In the fall (October) and in the Spring 

(April) of each year, Debbie and I try to 

participate in the Thrift Shop activities at 

CAJ (Christian Academy in Japan). It is 

my (Steve’s) alma mater, as it was for 

our children as well (2000 for Marcia 

and 2003 for Matt). As alumni, we nor-

mally help with tagging and selling items 

during the Thrift Shop itself, but also 

enjoy looking for a number of bargains 

which might be beneficial to us or to our 

    We usually work at the cash registers, 

but my special assignment each year has 

been to be the announcer for Saturday 

morning in Japanese when we have hun-

dreds show up from the public to find 

whatever bargains they can.  It is a “fun” 

time and we try to make it as enjoyable as 

possible when we participate. This year 

we found a few things for us, but also 

some for the Taylors.   
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Yokosuka Trip 

Health and Family Issues 

CAJ Thrift Shop 

just suffered a heart attack and amazing-

ly survived it, impressing all the doctors 

and nurses with his recovery at 83 years 

old!  All these sudden illnesses were 

quite a shock to all of us.  Both David 

and his father seemed to have been do-

ing well up to the time of their surgeries.  

I’m just so thankful for all the many 

prayers offered up for Bob, David, and 

my Dad!  God has mercifully allowed 

each to survive and now heal.   

   Of course we are not destined to “live 

forever,” but we thank the Lord when 

He gives us what He believes is best for 

us (Rom.8:28).  As I grow older I see 

more of these health matters becoming 

“pressing issues.”  May God grant us 

wisdom to know how to deal with them. 

Taylors went one directions and were picked 

up by the Broyles, while we traveled on to 

the main base to meet the Crists. 

   At church on Sunday, I spoke from 2nd 

Corinthians 5:11-21 on the topic, “God’s 

Message of Reconciliation is Given to Us.”  

This was a lesson which I had shared earlier 

in Japanese with the Matsudo congregation, 

but it seemed very appropriate for the needs 

of the Yokosuka group as well.  In the Bible 

class which immediately followed the morn-

ing worship, we had an opportunity to have a 

kind of “round table” discussion on what had 

just been preached.  It was good to have the 

Taylors, Broyles, and Crists there to contrib-

ute their thoughts on effective ways to reach 

the lost in Japan.  Bro. Crist was also 

able to make a Facebook Page to ad-

vertise their congregation.  There 

should be a link to it on Page One of 

this newsletter.  Please pray for the 

spiritual growth of this congregation 

as well.  



Prayer Requests 

 For Leslie and Sara Taylor’s Japanese 

language and cultural studies and ad-

justment to Japanese life. 

 For relief efforts for earthquake care, 

and support in Eastern Japan. 

 For the spiritual growth of Mariya 

Shimoda and family as they study with 

us in Japan. 

 For Bible class students to grow in faith 

so they will become Christians 

 For continued unity in the body of 

Christ at Matsudo and Yokota. 

 For our new grandson, Corban and for 

his parents’ wisdom to raise him 

 For new students and their study at JSE 

this year. 

Visiting Mariya Shimoda and moth-

er in hospital with Taylors 

JSE Founding Day 2012 at     

Tachikawa Church of Christ 

Sunday morning worship at       
Yokosuka Church of Christ 

Wednesday Eve. Fellowship meal 

with the Ron Drapers 

Other News 

and Notes 

Highlights - August-mid-October, 2012    
(see more in Photo Album) 

Contact Information 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Dai 2 Marukame Haitsu 201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Debbie’s e-mail: 

crossstitcher24@yahoo.com 

Minami Hanashima 3-48-5 

Matsudo, Japan  271-0065 

Phone: 047-362-8858 

Fax: 047-368-7822 

Email: matsudochurch@gmail.com 

MATSUD O CHURCH OF  CH RI ST  

Anniversaries and Birthdays:  Matt 

turned 29 on Oct. 5th, Cambria Taylor, 4 

on Oct. 6th, Bro. Tamura 80 on the 8th, 

and our grandson Corban one year old on 

the 21st. That day is also Matt & Shi’s 

6th Wedding Anniversary. Debbie’s 

B’day will be Oct. 24th. So this is a 

month of lots of celebrations for us! 

Draper Family Leaves Yokota:  We will 

be sad to see the Ron Draper family leave 

in November. He will retire from the Air 

Force. He and his family - wife, Belinda, 

and daughter Roneice - have been a great 

encouragement to us all. Pray for them as 

they go to serve the Lord elsewhere. 

Bro. Gamou’s mother died:  One of our 

Matsudo members - Bro. Gamou’s moth-

er passed away at 95 yrs. old. She had 

been baptized and had lived a long and 

full life. 

Preacher’s Mtgs:  There was no meeting 

in August, but Sept. mtg. was at Nogeya-

ma, where I introduced Leslie. The Oct. 

mtg. was in Haruna. 

Absentee Voting: Debbie and I voted this 

year via Absentee ballots in the Indiana 

2012 Presidential election. We hope those 

of you who can will choose to vote as 

well. 

Thank you all for your generous support 

and continued prayers for our work in 

Japan.  May God bless you daily and 

guide you with wisdom as you serve 

Him. 

In His service, 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for 

my path.”       (Psalms 119:105)  

Click here for Japan 
Earthquake Information 

at Park Ave. Church  

http://jlnews.shutterfly.com
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html

