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Dear brothers and sisters,

In Switzerland the month of August starts 
with a National Holiday on August 1. On 
that day in the year 1191, three regions 
united to defend themselves better against 
the growing kingdom called the 
“Habsburger” (Austrians). Other regions 
that could not give enough resistance 
against this major enemy, joined in the 
military allegiance over the decades and 
centuries. That is how the allegiance grew 
in size and strength. In 1848 these regions 
became the country of Switzerland. This     Julia, Ivan, Lena and Ilja on the balcony of the apartment
year the month of  August fell on a Wednesday which meant that as a church we started the 
month with a Bible study. Lena and I invited the Wednesday night Bible study group into 
our home. 

Wednesday Night Bible Study on the Swiss National Holiday
We welcomed a small group of people for 
the Wednesday night Bible study at our 
home continuing our study in Titus 1 about 
elders. After that Lena put plenty of finger 
food on the table. As it darkened outside, 
people started their fireworks lighting up 
the city until 11 o' clock at night and even 
later. We took the evening as an opportunity 
to fellowship and sometimes glance outside 
the window to the rockets and other 
fireworks that lit up the sky. The only 
fireworks that we bought were some 

Peter, James, Kornelia, Ilja, Lena with Julia in her arms,    special matches, that are produced for the 
Ruedi, Regula and Martine                                           national holiday, that burn in many 
(from left to right)                                                      different colors for a few minutes. We 
enjoyed to have a large crowd in our home for the first time since Julia was born.

Serving and Resting 
Last year I held a series about the Sabbath rest that God instituted for mankind on the 
seventh day of creation which teaches us that we need to take times of rest. It does not only 
mean that we need to take weekly times of rest, it also means that we may need to stop 
certain activities for a longer time period to find tranquility and rest and be refreshed for 
work. At this time the church stopped meeting in prayer groups for a few months because 
Lena, I and Mirko and Angelica have babies and cannot meet with the prayer group so 



easily. 
      Also, the group that on one or two days a year collects money for the  needy children in 
the Ukraine decided to cancel it for this year. The heavy load for the organization always is 
on Lena and me and we have two small children. Also, my father has had heart problems for 
the last few months. Kornelia and Regula who also are in this group, invest much time for 
the Sunday morning class with the small children. We are reminded of how important it is to 
take times of rest if we want to be effective workers in the kingdom for a life time. 

News about People
Martha was moved into a transitional elderly home where she can be better taken care of. As 
soon as a bedroom will be available in another elderly home, she will be moved there. 
Martha suffers from ALS which is a disease that destroys the nervous system completely in 
a few years. People that suffer from this disease will usually die within a few years. The 
dose of medicine for my father's heart was increased. We hope that he will be doing better 
soon. Danielle is doing a lot better and is able to work again for which she is very thankful 
to God. 

Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-For all the people that the church is in contact with
-For Martha suffering from ALS 
-the health of my parents
-Marcel's recovery from surgery
-that Peter Lindenmann will find a job soon, if possible in the Thun or Bern area
-Teklosien, his wife and their two children they left behind in Eritrea
-Lucia's health
-that Elfriede, 83, will receive the proper care in an elderly home in the future
-The health and continual growth of Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah and Julia
-Anna, 20, who has not visited the assembly for over one year 
-Rösli, 85, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 21, not attending church any more since 2009; 
  Benjamin,17, and Rahel, 15, only occasionally visiting the assembly;  
-Ueli, a church visitor, who studies electrical engineering in Biel, 40 miles from Thun
-Tino and Mo who are traveling 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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