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Settling In 

こんにちは (hello)! It’s October! We hope you’ve had as good of a month as we have since we last spoke.  
There have been many good things going on here and we’re looking forward to sharing them with you... 

Slowly but surely, our family has been getting settled into our new life here in 
Japan.  We finally purchased our futons, curtains and other pieces of home 
furnishings that really make our apartment feel like home.  We’ve also gotten 
into a basic weekly routine which has been good for everyone.  Along with 
getting settled in, we have also been busy getting involved in life as mission-
aries here in Japan.  In late September, we traveled with Steve and Debbie 
down to Yokosuka Naval Base to worship with our brothers and sisters there.  
The Carrells stayed with their friends and set us up with Ryan and Jessica 
Broyles.  We were very thankful for their hospitality, and glad to make new 
friends.  The Broyles are our age and have two girls close to Cambria and 

Madeleine’s ages as well.  We were only scheduled to stay with them for one night, but due to a typhoon we 
ended up staying for two, and we all welcomed the extra fellowship.  We look forward to a continuing relation-
ship with our family down in Yokosuka. 

We are also happy to say that we’ve begun a Bible study with a young lady 
here in Matsudo by the name of Mariya.  Mariya was actually in New Zealand 
when we came to Japan, and was supposed to be there for an entire year.  
However, after 3 months she became sick to the point that she was forced to 
return to Japan.  Thankfully she has recovered well, and although we are sad 
that she was not able to enjoy her full year there, we were very happy to be 
able to get to know her and get involved in her life.  Mariya is 17 years old, and 
just became a Christian in May.  We visited her while she was in the hospital 
here in Matsudo, and then planned a dinner with her and her mother shortly 
after she got out.  We now do a Bible study with Mariya every other Wednes-
day night.  Right now it is in English, but Mariya’s English is very good.  Hopefully in time as our Japanese pro-
gresses we will be able to do it in her own language and perhaps invite others who do not speak English as 
well.  
 

Every Sunday after worship, the entire church here in Matsudo does 
what is called “tea time.”  It’s basically a time where we fellowship 
and eat a little snack together at the building, and talk about what-
ever might be on people’s minds.  This past Sunday, we hosted this 
event at our apartment, which is only a 2 minute walk from the 
church building.  We were excited to be able to invite everyone into 
our home and show them some thanks for all that they have done in 
making us comfortable here.  We think everyone had a good time 
and the fellowship was very nice for us all.  Sara made some home-
made oatmeal cookies and a cake to celebrate Debbie’s birthday, 
and of course there were various other snacks as well.  We hope we 

can do this again in the future, and continue to build close relationships with our family here in Matsudo.   

Mariya and her mother, Kuniko 
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Cambria and her new friend, Charlotte 

Enjoying “tea time” with our family in Matsudo 



Thoughts From Sara 
 

September and October saw our family settled in to the point of feeling at home.  We finally got our own futons so 
we could return the ones we were borrowing, hung our pictures, and slid the last 
book onto the bookshelf.  I can safely say that this is the most homey home we’ve 
had since our first year of marriage, and boy is it nice to know that we don’t have to 
pack up and move anytime soon! 
 
We’ve also established our general daily routine.  Three mornings a week, the girls 
and I visit the children’s center for a couple of hours.  The remaining mornings, we 
continue to cultivate relationships with the same friends through various activities.  
In the afternoons, we run errands and play with neighbors at the playground.  Once 
a month, I attend the Ladies’ Bible study at Ochanomizu Church of Christ, which 
Debbie leads. 
 
Now that our apartment is furnished, we have been able to open it up to guests on 
a regular basis.  In addition to hosting tea time, this week we’ll have a Halloween 
party for the neighborhood kids, and next week I’ll be having one for our friends 

from the children’s center.  We hope to foster an air of openness and genuineness among our acquaintances, help-
ing to build trust and favor with them as we share the Word. 
 

Cambria has been forcing me to study Japanese; at least five times an 
hour, she asks me how to say something in Japanese.   I’m hoping to capi-
talize on her zeal and encourage her curiosity.  In turn, Cambria has been 
teaching Madeleine what she knows.  They love to sit at their window 
shouting, “Konnichiwa!” to passersby.  Madeleine’s favorite word (other 
than “Totoro!”) is “arigatou!” (or “a-do-do” in Madeleine-speak).  One of 
the coolest experiences I’ve had was watching Cambria and her friend Rio 
wander the grocery store hand in hand, holding a conversation with each 
other, Cambria speaking English, and Ryo speaking Japanese. 
 
October has always been a favorite month of ours, and became even more so four years ago; on the 6th of this 

month, Cambria celebrated her 4th birthday!  On the 5th, we met Leslie 
at Ochanomizu after his language class, then headed to the Ghibli Mu-
seum, where the girls found Totoro heaven.  We were all so pleased with 
this, as it was an inexpensive, magical experience that each of us enjoyed 
in such different ways.  On the 6th, Cambria opened the many presents 
that her grandparents had sent, and we spent the day playing and enjoy-
ing some family time.  That evening, we had surprise visitors!  While we 
were working in Kojima last year, Tomomi san and her family became 
some of our closest friends, and Tomomi was baptized in May of 2011.  
They happened to be in Tokyo on Cambria’s birthday, and came over for 
dinner and birthday brownies!  It felt like no time had passed, and re-
minded us again of the familial bond we are blessed to share between 

Christians.  
 

Please continue keep us in your thoughts as we continue to build relationships around (sometimes overwhelming) 
language barriers, continue to settle into our life in Japan, and raise our children properly in a place where Christi-
anity is in the very small minority.  Thank you all for your constant encouragement!  You are very much a part of 
our team! 
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Waiting for the train at Matsudo Station 

Cambria and her friend Ryo play with trains 

Visiting with Tomomi and her family at our apartment 



Leslie’s Corner 
 

Most of the last month for me as been centered around one thing - language study.  

Five days a week I attend the TAC Language Institute in Ochanomizu (central To-

kyo) to study Japanese.  I have two teachers - Takahashi san (the owner) and Yama-

moto san, who helps teach.  I spend most of my time with Yamamoto san, but maybe 

twice a week Takahashi san does particular classes.  Most of my classes center 

around speaking and listening skills, focusing on grammar and vocabulary.  How-

ever, learning Japanese involves more than just verbal communication.  The Japanese 

language actually has 3 different alphabets.  The kana - hiragana and katakana - are 

symbols which represent specific sounds.  Thankfully I can read and write these 

fairly proficiently already.  Kanji, however, is a different story.  Kanji are pictographs which represent entire words.  

Reading and writing this takes a long time to perfect.  Right now I have one Kanji class per week, taught by Takahashi 

san.  He has a very unique and enjoyable form of kanji study, so the class has been going smoothly so far. I have defi-

nitely seen my Japanese ability mature in every way in my time so far at the school, but of course I have a lot more 

room to grow.  This process will be long, but will ultimately allow me to be much more useful in evangelism. 

 

In September, I took a one day break from language school to attend a preacher’s meeting in Yokohama with Steve.  It 

was my first experience with such a meeting, and it was a learning experience to see how the group and their meetings 

function.  Of course, I cannot understand much since it is all in Japanese, but it was nice to get to meet the different 

preachers from different congregations around Tokyo.  Due to various factors 

(e.g. scheduling conflict with language school), I plan to attend these meetings 

every other month.  Actually in December I am scheduled to give a devo at a re-

treat with this group.  It will likely be in English with Steve translating for me, 

though depending on my language skills at that point, I might get up the courage 

to give it a try in Japanese.  Either way, I am looking forward to that opportunity. 

 

As a final note, during this last month I did my first Scripture reading in Japanese 

here in Matsudo.  The reading was from 1 Peter 3:1-7, and you can imagine my 

joy when my Japanese teacher said it was a difficult passage even for the Japanese! 

However, like learning to swim, you just have to dive in and do your best.  Thankfully, I 

was not alone.  Steve sat down with me and went over the passage many times.  First we 

read it in Japanese, then I wrote it down in an English transliteration of the Japanese, and 

then practiced reading it out loud repeatedly.  I was a  little nervous that Sunday, but I 

think my first reading went quite well.  I have since done another (much easier) reading 

and was far more comfortable this time around.  I’m thankful to Steve for his help in 

this, and definitely look forward to when this process is more natural for me.  
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Don’t forget! Here are some other 
ways you can keep up with our fam-
ily as we work here in Japan… 

 
Youtube: 

www.youtube.com/user/taylorsgotojapan 

 

Blog: 

taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com 
 

Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan 

Thank you so much for taking the time to read our newsletter! As we men-

tioned last month, we will now begin doing these newsletters on a quarterly 

basis, so our next newsletter will be in January. Don’t forget though that you 

can follow us in various ways online - just check out the information to the 

left if you want to find out how.  At these sites we will have pictures, 

thoughts from everyday life, and even videos to share from time to time.   

 

We hope you and the work of God is blessed wherever you are. Continue to 

keep us in your prayers!  

 

                 in Christ, 

The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, and Madeleine) 

c/o Wilkesboro Church of Christ   P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 
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