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Dear brothers and sisters,

We have to inform you that Martha past away 
on Thursday November 15. The funeral service 
was on Thursday November 22. Martha has 
been our sister in Christ for twenty years. We 
are looking forward to the time, when we will 
see her again one day and be with the Lord 
eternally. In September I finished a series on 
elders which I started off in July. After that 
there was a reflective time in which the 
congregation was invited to dialog about our 
situation. The section “News about People” 
receives in this newsletter more space than 

Martha in summer 2011                                         usually and for good reasons as you will see,
as you read it. At the end of the letter you will find a German section and information about 
another article that I wrote for “Das Feste Fundament” (“Firm Foundation”) which is a 
Church of Christ magazine for churches in Western Europe.

Finishing the Series about Elders
From the month of July until the month of September, we studied in Titus 1 about elders. It 
gave us the opportunity to think about the situation in the congregation in Thun and whether 
we will be ready to have elders in the next few years. Besides that we looked at a few 
passages outside of Titus to get a broader picture of the topic. As I finished the lessons on 
elders, I asked the congregation to go into a period of reflection of four months. During this 
time the congregation was invited to get into a dialogue with one another. We also would 
seek opportunities in church to address questions that come up during this reflective time. 

News about People
My father quit his part-time job this summer. He 
worked for a company that renovates houses on the 
inside: replacing kitchens, doors, windows, floors, 
etc. His heart problems in recent months made him 
think whether he could continue to work this job 
that he could still do so well up to this time. My 
father stood or sat in a trailer in front of a 
supermarket until people approached him.  His job 
was to have any potential customer write down his 
or her address and give it to my father. As a 
salesperson at his earlier job, this type of work came 

My parents and our children at the Lago                 very natural my father.
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He will turn eighty next year hoping that he can stay healthy as long as possible so he can 
take care of my mother, 84, and his two grandchildren. He also continues to be the 
bookkeeper of the church which was passed on to him by Tino who traveled with his wife 
Mo to South America two years ago. We hope that in a few years Tino will return and be our 
bookkeeper again. My wife, Ilja, Julia and I were able to spend a few days with my parents 
at the Lago Maggiore just a few miles 
south of the Swiss border. That was great. 
Andrea and her husband Kilian opened up 
the Brügglibar in the city of Thun. Kilian, 
who has much appreciation that his wife 
Andrea and his two daughters go to 
worship service on Sunday morning, has 
as his goal to work full-time at the bar as 
soon as he can make a living from it. In 
the meantime he will work as an 
electrician. His new cook is Maria who he 
knows from church. Maria finished her 
apprenticeship as a pastry cook in June       Kilian who opened up the Brügglibar holding his oldest 
of this year. She can attend worship            daugther Jeanette in his arms
service from now as she works late into the night, but she will not have to get up early for 
work on Sunday morning anymore. Peter Lindenmann is still unemployed. He will have to 
look into various job openings as a teacher or into other positions. In the meantime Lena and 
I drive to Basel for a Bible study with his wife Regina in Ephesians every second Tuesday. 
The other week Peter and Kornelia visit Regina and study with her in the book of Hebrews. 
Our prayer is that Regina's husband, Peter, will soon find a job in the Bern or Thun area. 

German Section
We are continuing to make plans to have a group of young people from the Pickerington 
Church of Christ in Ohio with us next summer. I intend to dedicate a part of my monthly 
newsletters until that time to them sharing with them some basic German. Others may read 
it and learn some German as well. This is what I want to share with them this month:
-Hallo= hi! It often is used, when you greet a person that you know and
 call by his/her first name. It also is used in Germany. In dialect you can greet in other ways.
-Tschüss = good bye. In Switzerland you can only use it for people that you call by his/her 
  first name. In Germany I have also heard it from salespeople, when you leave the store. 
-Danke or Merci = thanks. In our region which is close to the French part, people often use 
  the French word Merci. To practice the pronunciation in German, you may want to search a 
  website where you can type any word in German and listen how it needs to be pronounced. 

Writing an article on the Canon of Scripture
In my third article for the magazine “das Feste Fundament” (“Firm Foundation”) about 
Church History, I wrote about how it came that we have 66 books in our Bible. You can 
view the article at the following website: www.gemeinde-christi.de/index.php/dff .

Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-Matha's family as well as the church family 
-my father, 80, and my mother, 84 

http://www.gemeinde-christi.de/index.php/dff


-Marcel's recovery from surgery
-that Peter Lindenmann will find a job soon, if possible in the Thun or Bern area
-Teklosien, his pregnant wife and their two children they left behind in Eritrea
-Lucia, 70, and Elfriede, 84 
-Rösli, 85, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Our babies: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, and Eliane
-Anna, 20, who has not visited the assembly for over one year 
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 21, not attending church any more since 2009; 
  Benjamin, 17, and Rahel, 15, only occasionally visiting the assembly;  
-Ueli, a church visitor, who studies electrical engineering in Biel, 40 miles from Thun
-Tino and Mo who are traveling 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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