
Newsletter Oktober 2012

                                                                          Dear brothers and sisters,

We are very thankful for your continual 
support of our ministry in Thun. Our family 
has been going through some very busy and 
even stressful times during the past year 
having small children and facing challenges 
in the church, as I am sure that you also have 
some of those same challenges. We pray that 
God will keep us as a family growing and the 
impact we can have in the congregation and 
in the community. 

Julia and Ilja in the living room

Special Sundays for Guests
This fall I held a series of sermons for guests on Sunday morning that I called “I believe in
the power of the resurrection.” I drew much on the story of Lazarus and the teaching of 
Jesus that he is the resurrection and the life. As usual we had a few guests that attended. I 
was especially glad to see Teklosien and his wife Elsa from Eritrea coming to one Sunday 
morning worship service. Also, Benjamin and Rahel, the children of Marcel and Gabi, came 
to one meeting. We had not seen them in worship service for a few months. Veronique also 
attended on one Sunday morning. She lives one story above the assembly place and rents 
out the assembly room to  the church. 

                                                                    News about People
Angelica gave birth to a girl. Her name is Eliane. 
She is Mirko and Angelica's second child. The 
church has now eight little children between the 
age of 0-4 years old. Six of them are girls and two 
are boys. Each Sunday we have two ladies who 
take care of the children telling a Bible story to 
them in a room next to the assembly room. We 
feel blessed to have a good number of children in 
this church. Our friends from Eritrea have found a 
better suited apartment where they will be able to 
move to in February. Elsa is expected to give 
birth to a child during that same month.

The newborn baby Eliane and her older sister Joline. 
The girl at the window is Jeanette.                        



Finances
One of the challenges that we are facing are financial matters. The dollar has been low for a 
long time and some members have contributed extra to be able to pay the bills over the last 
few years. As for the last few weeks, the dollar has been rising again. How much the 
exchange rate of the dollar to the Swiss Franc will still gain is uncertain at this time. We 
hope that it will some. To help out with the finances over the last few years, I have been 
teaching at least one to two hours of English a week and often more than that. My wife also 
has been teaching some ladies one English lesson a week for many years. One key issue will 
be that we can keep the support from US churches and individuals on the same level even if 
the dollar will gain further against the Swiss Franc. That still would not solve all our 
financial issues, but would contribute to a solution. 

German Section
It will be helpful to learn and memorize the numbers from one to ten in German:
Eins, zwei, drei, vier, fünf, sechs, sieben, acht, neun, zehn. The numbers from eleven to 
twenty are the following: elf, zwölf, dreizehn, vierzehn, fünfzehn, sechzehn, siebzehn, 
achtzehn, neunzehn, zwanzig. When you come to the numbers that are higher than twenty, 
you have to learn the numbers differently than you are used to in English. In German you 
say “four and twenty”and not “twenty-four” as in English. That may be something to 
practice in another lesson. I hope that all of you enjoy learning German with me and mostly 
on your own. 

Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-Finances 
-Martha's family as well as the church family 
-my father, 80, and my mother, 84 
-Marcel's recovery from surgery
-that Peter Lindenmann will find a job in the Thun or Bern area as soon as possible
-Teklosien, his pregnant wife and their two children they left behind in Eritrea
-Lucia, 70, and Elfriede, 84 who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 85, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Our babies: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, and Eliane
-Anna, 20, who has not visited the assembly for over one year 
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 21, not attending church any more since 2009; 
  Benjamin, 17, and Rahel, 15, only occasionally visiting the assembly;  
-Ueli, a church visitor, who studies electrical engineering in Biel, 40 miles from Thun
-Tino and Mo who are traveling 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 



Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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