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   Thanks to each one of you 
our supporters and friends for 
your payers, encouragement, 
and communications 
throughout 2012.  Even 
though we had some disap-
pointments and challenges, 
the Lord richly blessed us in 
so many ways  

   With the addition of the 
Taylor family as our new co-
workers, adding new classes, 
and facing new challenges in 
2013, our roles have changed. 
For example, Leslie is now 
teaching the Saturday class as 
I help in translation. He’s also 
preaching on occasion in 
English, so again I’m translat-
ing for him those times. 

  On the last Sunday of 2012, 
Leslie presented a message of 
hope from 2 Corinthians 5:17 
“A New Creation.” The Broyles 
and Crist families came up 
from Yokosuka and were able 
to worship with us in Matsudo 
in a bilingual worship service. 

  In a land 
where many 
are con-
cerned 
about their 
blood type, 

sign of the Zodiac when they 
were born (this year is Snake), 
and other traditions, Japanese 
look for happiness and mean-
ing for life. Our goal is to pre-
sent them with the only One 

who can truly answer life’s 
questions - 
Jesus. 

  In spite of 
all which 
could cause 
one to be negative about life 
in general, we as Christians 
should always remained fo-
cused on God and His will, 
taking one day at a time 
(Mt.6:33-34). Keeping our eyes 
on Jesus can calm our souls 
and give us confidence in a 
time when it is so much need-
ed. May God guide us all with 
His wisdom in the new year. 

  My Dad’s condition had 
improved somewhat health-
wise, but it seemed that he 
lacked motivation to do much 
at all.  Most times we visit the 
States, some crisis in regard to 
Dad would always necessitate 
my spending our visiting time 
to deal with the crisis. So this 
time, I was able to find a 2 
week spot before classes and 
Christmas activities would 
start to spend some quality 
time with Dad. From Novem-
ber 1st to 15th I went to visit 

and encourage Dad in Nash-
ville. My uncle Bob kept me 
the first night, helping me 
with a car rental the follow-
ing day. My cousin, David, 
let me stay at his home the 
rest of the time as I went 
daily to visit Dad. I wanted to 
get to know the staff caring 
for Dad, his roommates, his 
diet and medications, and 
general situation.  

  Two goals for the first week 
were to get Dad to go outside 
(he had not gone out for a 
LONG time) and to get my 
sister to come from Mem-
phis, so the three of us could 
be together and Joyce could 
actually see his condition.  

   I visited local area churches 
to let them know about Dad 
and asked them to visit him 

Steve’s 2 Week Visit to Nashville 
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Homepage Links About 
Japan 

 Matsudo Church of Christ 

 Carrell Family News 

 Ibaraki Area Churches 

 Paul & Stacey Herrington 

Inside this issue: 

Outdoor Worship at 

Gamou’s home 

2 

Matsudo Activities 

at Christmas Time 

2 

Preacher’s Mtg in 

Hakone 

3 

Gohdoh Reihai at 

Nogeyama 

3 

Debbie and Taylors 

at a Daycare Center  

3  

Teaching Marriage 

Counseling by Skype 

3 

Highlights: mid-Oct.  

to December,  2012 

4 

Other News & 

Notes 

4 

periodically.  While there, I was 
also able to help the staff find 
more foods he likes to eat, get 
some needed slippers and 
clothes, and headphones for 
listening to TV and music. It 
was also good just to have time 
to talk about things Dad had 
forgotten from the past. We 
even spent some time on the 
last day singing some favorite 
songs, hopefully leaving a gift of 
some joy before my departure. 
Besides my main goals, I was 
thankful to spend time with 
David and Marti and my Uncle 
Bob.  Over all, it seemed to me 
like a very worthwhile visit. The 
staff keeping Dad have reported 
an improvement after my re-
turn to Japan as well. Thank 
you all for your prayers. 

http://jlnews.shutterfly.com/
http://taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.jp/
http://gaijinmom.blogspot.jp/
http://fujikid76.blogspot.jp/
http://crossstitcher24.blogspot.jp/
https://www.facebook.com/matsudochurchofchrist
http://www.facebook.com/yokosukacoc
https://www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan
http://sites.google.com/site/matsudococ/Home
http://sites.google.com/site/carrellfamilynews
http://sites.google.com/site/ibarakichurchesofchrist/
http://herringtonjapan.com
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Just before my trip to the States, Bro. 
Gamou invited the congregation to his 
home in Ibaraki for an “imonikai.”  
When it is harvest time, Japanese tradi-
tionally enjoy getting relatives and friends 
together to celebrate the sweet potato 
harvest, make some sweet potato soup, 
and enjoy fellowship. Matsudo members 
wanted to do this in the context of our 
worship to God and asked me to preach a 
sermon about Harvesting for an outdoor 
worship. So I preached from Matthew 13 

Outdoor Worship at the Gamou’s Home  

  As many think about the birth of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, it seemed 
appropriate for us to take advantage of 
the opportunity to explain His birth by 
preparing 4 themes to be addressed in 
sermons.  Leslie and I divided our les-
sons between us so there would not be a 
great burden on either of us.  It worked 
out very well.  Leslie spoke first on 
“Jesus - God With Us” on the 9th.  The 
following week, I spoke on “Jesus - God 
As Servant,” and after that “Jesus - God 
As King” (on the 16th and 23rd). Final-
ly, Leslie summarized it all with “Jesus - 
God is Love.”  

  Translating the sermons each time has 
also given me good practice for other 
classes which may need translation and 
in turn has taught Leslie a number of 
words to add to his list of vocabulary in 
Japanese. It is hoped that these efforts 
will eventually allow him to be able to 
handle preaching the whole sermon in 
Japanese on his own in the future. 

   We also shared some of the Christmas 
party preparations as well. Debbie pre-
sented a flannel graph lesson on Jesus’ 
birth for the children’s party, then every-
one went over to the Taylors for refresh-

ments and 
playing 
games.  In the 
afternoon of 
the 23rd, we 
had a fellow-
ship meal and 
afterward 
enjoyed sharing presents with each oth-
er.  The next day on Christmas eve, 
Leslie spoke, then everyone came to our 
home for refreshments Debbie had 
made.   

   Finally, Sis. Shimoda found us an 
opportunity at her a nursing home 
where she works for us to sing carols for 
the residents there on the 25th. We 
chose about 6 songs which were pretty 
well known and as I had opportunity to 
explain some of the meaning and pur-
pose of Christmas, 6 of us sang the 

songs. 
Not only 
could we 
sing to 
the resi-
dents, 
but also 
to the 

workers, letting them know we’re from 
Matsudo Church of Christ. It seemed to be 
very well received.  We pray that seeds were 
planted that may bear fruit in the future. 

   At the church building it is customary to 
put up some lights at Christmas time which 
turn on each night at dusk and last about 8 
hours. These remain up until just after the 
New Year, then are taken down to be used 
again the next year.  Our church members 
as well as many in the community seem to 
enjoy these lights each year.   

   Debbie is very busy throughout the 
Christmas season making lots of cookies 
and good food to share with neighbors and 
friends.  A Carrell family tradition is to 
choose movies with Christmas type themes 
to watch to remind us what is going on at 
this time of the year. 

   This year seemed especially enjoyable with 
the Taylors being here to share it with us.  
Although no one knows the exact time of 
the Savior’s birth, we like to let people 
know He is God with us, the Suffering Serv-
ant who gave His life for us, the King of 
King and Lord of Lords, and is the expres-
sion of God’s love which all of us His fol-
lowers want to world to know about. Thank 
God for Jesus! 

some songs, enjoy more time together, 
just visiting.  I believe it helped to bring 
our whole Matsudo family closer togeth-
er.  We thank God for the opportunity. 

 

about the Parable of the Sower, adding 
thoughts about sowing and reaping for the 
harvest time.   

    We took a caravan of cars up to Ibaraki on 
the last Sunday of October, and not having 
services that day at the Matsudo building. 
We enjoyed each other’s company, shared 
food we had brought and the soup cooked 
for the occasion, and praised God for His 
abundant blessings.   

   It was my first time to actually preach in a 
literal field, and it made me imagine what it 

must have felt 
like when 
Jesus spoke to 
the crowds in 
such outdoor 
natural set-
tings.  

   After our 
meal, we 

went over to Bro. Gamou’s home to sing 
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At the beginning of each December, 
an overnight preacher’s meeting is 
usually held in Fuji Hakone or Go-
tenba.  Not only is it a summary of 
the year’s activities, but an opportuni-
ty to lay out our agenda for the up-
coming new year ahead. A theme for 
the preacher’s meeting for the new 
year is chosen, assignments given of 
where they will be held, and what 
problems may have occurred in the 

old year which might be avoided in the new 
year. So it is important if at all possible for 
all missionaries and Japanese preachers to 
attend. It is also a time for relaxation in a 
very beautiful location with good food and 
a reasonable cost.   

  This year I was asked to begin by speaking 
on “Worship in the 21st Century” - the 
theme for 2012. I spoke about going back 
to fundamentals, seeking what pleases God 
in worship, becoming living sacrifices, and 

taking care 
that our wor-
ship does not 
become mun-
dane and 
mere formali-
ties. 

  Leslie had 

to translate it all.  Another 
aspect of the class is having 
one student come to my 

  Another school term began in 
December for JSE (Japan School 
of Evangelism), so I was called 
upon to teach 12 weeks of Mar-
riage Counseling. Since I taught 
this course before, using Skype 
with Bro. Sato in Okinawa, I 
had a lot of the material ready 
in English. However, this year I 
have two students and the class 
must have material in Japanese. 
So it has been a challenge to try 

home , while another student 
listens to my lectures and fol-
lows along by Skype (from 
Okinawa).  In addition, Bro. 
Kinjo in Okinawa was not 
very familiar with either the 
computer or Skype, so before 
the class began, I had to con-
tact him to give him lessons 
on how to use Skype, receive 
and print out lessons, and the 
use of a microphone and web 

Preacher’s Meeting in Hakone 

Teaching Marriage Counseling by Skype 

  One of our members, Sis. Sanpei, 
runs a Daycare Center and is often 
looking for people to come and speak 
to either the children or their parents.  
Debbie has gone several times to show 
her skills with crafts and cooking.  This 

year on December 
7th, she went to 
show how to “make 
angels” as a craft 
project.  They all 
seemed to like it a 
lot. 

  Before coming to 

Debbie and the Taylors at a Daycare Center 

an opportunity to lead the morning 
devotional the 2nd day on “God is 
Love,” pointing out that we should 
show love because it is the defining 
characteristic of the God who created us 
and whom we serve.  Again it was a 
good opportunity for the preachers to 
get to know Leslie, hear how he preach-
es, and in turn for him to learn what is 
going on in the Japanese brotherhood. 

Matsudo, the Taylors had lived in Okaya-
ma prefecture where Leslie worked for a 
daycare center there. So he was familiar 
with their programs and enjoys working 
with children.  He offered his skill in 
guitar playing and found some fun games 
for the kids to play.  He and Sara went to 
a different section of the school while 
Debbie was teaching her “angel making” 
craft.  This was yet another opportunity 
where those at Sis. Sanpei’s school can 
meet the Taylors and perhaps be influ-
enced for good by being there. 

camera.  He’s done very well in 
picking it all up.  So both he 
and Bro. Nishimura (who 
comes to our home) seem to be 
enjoying the classes.  Please 
pray that they will become well 
equipped with information 
and skills needed to help build 
stronger marriages and family 
relationships. 

Godoh Reihai at Nogeyama 

  Kuniko and 
Mariya 
Shimoda went 
with me and 
Debbie to 
Nogeyama 
Church of 

Christ (in Yokohama area) for the annual 
Joint Worship on November 23rd.  Bro. 
Hideki Ataka presented a lesson on “Hope” 
in the morning while Bro. Tadayoshi Aika-
wa spoke in the afternoon on the history of 
the Restoration Movement. We thought 
the lessons were excellent for the Shimodas 
to learn more about our rich Christian 
heritage and for all of us to have our faith 
strength-
ened.  
Please con-
tinue to 
pray for 
their whole 
family.  



Prayer Requests 

 For Leslie and Sara Taylor’s language and 
cultural studies and adjustment to Japan. 

 For relief efforts for earthquake care, and 
support in Eastern Japan. 

 For the spiritual growth of Mariya 
Shimoda and family as they study with us. 

 For Bible class students to grow in faith so 
they will become Christians 

 For continued unity in the body of Christ 
at Matsudo and Yokota. 

 For our new grandson, Corban and for his 
parents’ wisdom to raise him 

 For new students and their study at JSE 
this year. 

Matsudo Members at Gamou 
home for Outdoor                     

Worship and Imonikai 

Steve and sister Joyce with 

Bill Carrell in Nashville 

Leslie Taylor preaches at Matsudo 
church at Christmas 

Singing Christmas Carols at a 

Nursing Home in Matsudo 

Other News 

and Notes 

Highlights - mid-October-December, 2012    
(see more in Photo Album) 

Contact Information 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Dai 2 Marukame Haitsu 201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Debbie’s e-mail: 

crossstitcher24@yahoo.com 

Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet  

and a light for my path.”  

 (Psalms 119:105)  

Click here for Japan Earthquake      
Information at Park Ave. Church  

Minami Hanashima 3-48-5 
Matsudo, Japan  271-0065 

Phone: 047-362-8858 
Fax: 047-368-7822 

Email: matsudochurch@gmail.com 

MATSUDO  CHURCH  OF CHRIST  

Anniversaries and Birthdays:  Debbie 
celebrated her birthday Oct. 24th. The 
Taylor family has also had quite a few 
celebrations recently.  Sara’s birthday is 
on Dec.31st and Madeleine’s is on Janu-
ary 6th. The Taylor’s 6th anniversary is 
January 5th. Mixed together with Christ-
mas and New Years, we have a lot to re-
joice about. 

Shota Maeda Class Ends:  My English 
class with Maeda san ended the last of 
October just before I took a trip to see my 
Dad in Nashville. 

Bro. Nakamura’s mother died:  One of 
our Matsudo members - Bro. Nakamura’s 
mother passed away at 102 yrs. old.  

Funds for Dad:  Due to a mistake I made 
in calculating my Dad’s funds, it has tak-
en a long time to get it corrected since it 
involved the VA.  Most of it has now 
been resolved, so we don’t have to worry 
too much about Dad’s VA support com-
ing so he can continue getting the care he 
needs.  

Your generous support and continued 
prayers for our work in Japan is greatly 
appreciated.  May God bless and guide 
you with wisdom as you serve Him daily. 

In His service, 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

http://jlnews.shutterfly.com
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html

