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Dear brothers and sisters,

At the end of the month, we picked up 
Lena's mother from the Zurich airport. This 
time Valentina got a visa to stay with us for 
three months. During the months from 
December through February almost all 
family members have a birthday (Ilja, 
December 3; Julia December 15; Lena 
December 19; my father February 2; 
Valentina February 26;). It is the time of the 
year, when the Vosers feast. After Valentina's 
arrival at the airport, as we were 
getting out of the airport and into the car, Ilja 
held the grandmother's hand,. He

Valentina with my Harding T-Shirt                                seemed to remember her from the Skype
Skype sessions at the computer. 

Final lessons on Elders
After a break of a few months, I continued to teach a few more lessons on the topic about 
elders. The main question that we asked ourselves was if this congregation was in the 
position to have men to become elders. The study of elders in fall helped us to determine 
where the congregation was in relation to this question. It became very clear that we could 
not choose two or three men of this congregation to become elders. However, we set as one 
of our future goals for this congregation to have a body of elders that would be able to lead 
the church. 

News about People
During this month Martha passed away 
at the age of 65 (see also September 
Newsletter). She died from a rare 
disease that attacks the nervous system 
which is called ALS, but her death 
came earlier than expected. The reason 
for her death apparently was due to 
some medication that she had received, 
when the feeding tube was put in her 
body. It had become increasingly 
difficult for Martha to eat. I spoke at 
the funeral service about Martha's great 
faith and serving attitude. She knitted 
many clothes for needy children and       The chief of a small aid organization puts a sweater on a little
gave them to Lena and me to take them  girl which fit perfectly on her body
to the Ukraine. The last time that we could take her clothes to the Ukraine was in summer 



2011, when we visited Lena's mother.                                                     
       We rejoice in the birth of  Ufoita who was born on February 25. Elsa is the mother of 
the newborn baby. She is the wife of Teklosien who has visited different church events 
during the past few years. During the month of November, we invited them one time for 
dinner and gave some of our baby clothes to them for their newborn baby. Elsa fled from 
Eritrea last year. Teklosien has been living in Switzerland for already about 4 years. 
         Lena and I attended a lectureship in Stuttgart about the Restoration History which was 
given by Tom Olbricht. There were about ten people who attended the lectureship. It was the 
first time in years that Lena and I have attended any lectureship beside the one that we have 
organized at the Eriz. We would like to attend more such events, as our children get a few 
years older. 

German Section
We are looking forward to having the youth from Pickerington Ohio in Thun next summer. I 
hope the small German sections each month has helped you to get prepared for it. As I 
mentioned last time, when you use two numbers (for example: 21, 45, 67), you will have to 
say the second number first. Twenty-one is “einundzwanzig”, forty-five is “fünfundvierzig, 
sixty-seven is “siebenundsechzig.” There are also some large number that you may want to 
learn: Hundred is “Hundert”, Two hundred is “Zweihundert,” a thousand is “Eintausend.” It 
can help for you to practice these number two by two one saying a number in English and 
the other one having to say it in German. Good luck. 

Article for the Firm Foundation (“Das Feste Fundament”)
In this article I wrote about Nero and the persecution of Christians. I used the book of 
Revelation as biblical basis for this historical survey and historical sources that talk about 
Nero as a persecutor of Christians. He blamed Christians to have put the fire in Rome which 
burned large sections of Rome to the ground. Nero is often accused of having planned the 
great fire in Rome himself. You can view the article at the following website: 
www.gemeinde-christi.de/index.php/dff .

Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-The financial stability of this church
-Teklosien, his wife, and their newborn baby. 
-Martha's family as well as the church family 
-my father, 80, and my mother, 84 
-Marcel's recovery from surgery
-that Peter Lindenmann will find a job in the Thun or Bern area as soon as possible
-Lucia, 70, and Elfriede, 84 who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 85, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Our babies: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, and Eliane
-Anna, 20, who has not visited the assembly for over one year 
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 21, not attending church any more since 2009; 
  Benjamin, 17, and Rahel, 15, only occasionally visiting the assembly;  
-Ueli, a church visitor, who studies electrical engineering in Biel, 40 miles from Thun
-Tino and Mo who are traveling 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:

http://www.gemeinde-christi.de/index.php/dff


Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 


