
Newsletter December 2012

Dear brothers and sisters,

We would like to give you an update about how our family closed the year and what kind of 
ministry efforts that we were involved in during this time. You should have received a thank 
you card in your postal mail for your faithful financial support. We add a “thank you” to this 
newsletter because we cannot express enough of how grateful we are to you. 

                                                       Birthdays             
Celebrating every few days a birthday, that is part of 
spending the month of December in our family.  It has 
one big advantage which is that you can leave the 
birthday decoration for a whole month. Ilja turned 3
years old on December 
3, Julia celebrated her 
first birthday on 
December 15, and my 
wife had her birthday 

Ilja seems to enjoy his new toy                 on December 19.
Grandmother Valentina from the Ukraine came to 
Switzerland at the end of November for a stay of three 
months so she was able to be at her grandchildren's 
birthdays.                                                                              Julia in the front and in the background
                                                                                              on the screen

Our Women Leading the “Women's Day” this Year
Toward the end of every year there is a women's day in Zurich. The choosing of the topic 
and the providing of the speakers is up to the women of the one congregation who organizes 
the event. This year the organization was done by the women in Thun. They picked the topic 
about grace and forgiveness through relationships. Regula, Gabi, Kornelia and Hiltrud 
prepared a speech on that topic and they did well. This one day is a highlight of the year for 
the encouragement of the Swiss women. 

Preaching in Bern
On December 9 I preached in the assembly of the congregation in Bern, the capital city of 
Switzerland. I was using the story of Jacob and his two wives Lea and Rahel to make some 
points about how jealousy damage relationships. God provides a way out of this destructive 
force in human relationships if we just consider how uniquely different he has made each 
one of us from the other. The congregation in Bern bought a local about two years ago 
which is larger than the old assembly place used to be. The congregation was established in 
the early sixties as the second Church of Christ in the German part in Switzerland, the first 
being Zurich in the late 50s. The membership is about 40 adults and about one dozen 
children. Markus Kramer has been the preacher at this congregation for the last thirty years. 
He and his wife Maja invited us for lunch after the assembly. 



Knusperfest 
Regula and Hiltrud organized this year's 
Knusperfest. This time it took place in the 
local where the congregation regularly has 
been meeting since February 2012. I was 
especially glad to see Teklosien and his 
pregnant wife Elsa who was there for the 
first time. Elsa came as a refugee from 
Eritrea to Switzerland in 2012. My message 
concentrated on the idea of “real life” in 
Jesus. The total of visitors were nine most of  Ilja, My father, Julia, Valentina, Teklosien, Elsa, Margrit,
which had been at least at one Knusperfest     Fiona, myself pouring coffee, my mother (Elsa)

News about People
At this  time we do not add any more news, but ask you to look at our long prayer list at the 
bottom. 

German Section
Let us learn some phrases and words about the weather that are often used: 
- Es regnet = It is raining              bewölkt = cloudy
- Es schneit = It is snowing          regnerisch = rainy
- Donner = thunder                       Wetterprognose = weather forecast
- Blitz = lightning                         Hagel = hail
- Heute ist es sehr schönes Wetter = Today is very beautiful weather

Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-The financial stability of this church
-Teklosien, his wife, and their newborn baby. 
-Martha's family as well as the church family 
-my father, 80, and my mother, 84 
-Marcel's back problems
-that Peter Lindenmann will find a job in the Thun or Bern area as soon as possible
-Lucia, 70, and Elfriede, 84 who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 85, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Our babies: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, and Eliane
-Anna, 20, who has not visited the assembly for over one year 
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 21, not attending church any more since 2009; 
  Benjamin, 17, and Rahel, 15, only occasionally visiting the assembly;  
-Ueli, a church visitor, who studies electrical engineering in Biel, 40 miles from Thun
-Tino and Mo who are traveling 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,



Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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