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decided to loosen their 

“obis” (ties for their kimonos) 

and felt much more relaxed.  

  Altogether we were delayed 9 

hours, catching the very last 

train from Matsudo back to our 

home and holding each other up 

so as not to slip in the snow. We 

later heard that others took all 

night long to return, so we were 

truly blessed. 

   As we looked forward to 

plans for the new year and 

prepared to go to Mito, little 

did I imagine all that was 

about to unfold for our family 

in the upcoming months.  

  January 14th was a rainy 

day, so we chose to go by 

train and carry umbrellas. We 

made it there fine and en-

joyed a wonderful study on 

the Psalms with Bro. Hideki 

Ataka, a new elder (and 

preacher) at Omika Church of 

Christ) speaking.  The Tay-

lors had gone up the previous 

night to stay with friends and 

we saw them at the meeting 

later.  

   As we returned, it began 

“snowing” and continued to 

the point that when we got 

ready to board our return 

train it was delayed an hour. 

Then it moved on to Ishioka 

where it was delayed another 

3 hours.  We called the Tay-

lors and recommended that 

instead of trying to return, 

they should call their friends 

and stay another night with 

them. That turned out to be 

great for them. However, our 

adventure home was just be-

ginning.   

   As we sat on the train we 

made friends with some fel-

low passengers. Some were 

dressed in beautiful kimonos 

because it happened to be 

“coming of age day.” They 

realized they might be stuck 

for a long time and finally 

New Year’s Worship in Mito 2013 

Debbie’s Various Internal Pains 
  During January, Debbie began to 

have a pain in her abdomen which 

the doctor said at first was diver-

ticulitis, or an infection in the 

colon. This required her to change 

to a soft diet and cut out many of 

the foods we regularly ate. Later 

she was allowed to go back to 

regular foods. Instead of waiting 

until her regular hospital visits, 

we decided to get various tests to 

see what was happening inside. 

These continued into February 

without much change in her 

pain. However, it led to Deb-

bie making a decision to turn 

over her Sunday school 

teaching to Sis. Kuniko 

Shimoda, with Debbie help-

ing some with preparation.  

  On February 20th, I got 

word from the U.S. that my 

Dad might be in critical con-

dition, so I promptly pre-

pared to take another trip to  

see him, thinking that I might 

Matsudo Church of Christ 

The Japanese Lantern 

Homepage Links 

About Japan 

 Matsudo 

Church of 

Christ 

 Carrell Family 

News 

 Ibaraki Area 

Churches 

 Paul & Stacey 

Herrington 

have to remain for his funeral as 

well, since I’m Power of Attor-

ney for my Dad. I didn’t like 

leaving Debbie, but she thought 

Informative Blogs 

 Les & Sara Taylor Blog 

 Gaijin Mom 

 Japanese Lantern Blog 

 Crossstitcher24 Blog 

Facebook Pages 

 Matsudo Church of Christ 

 Yokosuka Church of 

Christ 

 Taylor Family Page 

Debbie’s Pains 

(Continued) 

2 

US Trip to See Bill 

Carrell 

2 

Useful Communi-

cation Tool 

2 

Spinal Surgery for 

Steve’s sister 

3 

Matsudo Church 

News 

3  

Highlights: Janu-

ary - March,  2013 

4 

Other News & 

Notes 

4 

Inside this issue: 

http://jlnews.shutterfly.com/
http://sites.google.com/site/matsudococ/Home
http://sites.google.com/site/matsudococ/Home
http://sites.google.com/site/matsudococ/Home
http://sites.google.com/site/carrellfamilynews
http://sites.google.com/site/carrellfamilynews
http://sites.google.com/site/ibarakichurchesofchrist/
http://sites.google.com/site/ibarakichurchesofchrist/
http://herringtonjapan.com
http://herringtonjapan.com
http://taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.jp/
http://gaijinmom.blogspot.jp/
http://fujikid76.blogspot.jp/
http://crossstitcher24.blogspot.jp/
https://www.facebook.com/matsudochurchofchrist
http://www.facebook.com/yokosukacoc
http://www.facebook.com/yokosukacoc
https://www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan


  When I had left Dad back in No-

vember, it had been a good visit and 

it seemed he had been very encour-

aged. He was eating better, seemed 

more alert than before and overall I 

thought he as doing well.  

   However, from December through 

mid-February, Dad declined in 

health so much that they said that he 

needed to get into hospice care and 

didn’t give him long to live. I filled 

out forms and faxed them to the 

States allowing Dad to be put into 

hospice care. 

   Upon hearing that he may only 

have a week to 10 days left to live, I 

gathered all materials I could, got 

plane tickets, made arrangements 

for preachers to speak in my ab-

sence and left as soon as possible - 

Feb. 23rd - for Nashville. At the 

same time, I also found out my 

cousin David’s doctor had prohibit-

ed his keeping anyone at his home 

because of the stress of 2 successive 

surgeries - a heart surgery, followed 
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by the removal of a kidney! So my Uncle 

Bob allowed me to come to his house for 

a few nights. Later, arrangements were 

made for me to stay in a duplex apartment 

on the property of Crieve Hall Church of 

Christ, which turned out to be very bene-

ficial. I stayed there for the remainder of 

my visit. It also allowed me freedom to 

come and go without putting undue strain 

on any of my relatives. As Debbie often 

says, “the Lord provides.”  

   On Sunday, 

Uncle Bob 

and I went to 

see Dad and 

were sur-

prised to see 

him, not in 

pain and ago-

ny, but actu-

ally smiling and alert. The hospice nurse 

had given him an antibiotic and low grade 

morphine which had taken down swelling 

he had and helped him actually “rally.” 

So I was wondering what should I do 

now?  I decided to proceed with whatever 

in the States. I was also able to keep in touch 

with Facebook and e-mail friends, and keep up 

with managing our finances. It was useful for 

showing many pictures to people in the States 

and upon our return to explain all about our trip 

to our friends at Matsudo church.  One brother 

at Crieve Hall church told me about a library 

program called “All My Books.”  It helped me 

start organizing Dad’s library books and upon 

my return to Japan, books in my own library.  

Hopefully, I’ll be better able to know what we 

have to use them in the future. 

  

While in the States, I purchased an 

ASUS laptop computer which I had 

hoped to get for a long time. Put-

ting Skype on it helped me keep in 

touch with Debbie as well as many 

I could, so I made arrangement to 

speak with a funeral director at Wood-

bine Hickory Chapel who had done 

the service for my aunt when she had 

passed away. So we got most things 

taken care of in the event Dad did pass 

away.  

   Later, my Uncle Gene Carrell 

(Dad’s 2nd brother) and his wife came 

for a visit and were very surprised at 

Dad’s much weakened condition. 

   A very frustrating thing for me was 

that the last week of my stay in the 

States, I too got a viral infection and 

had to get an anti-biotic. It prevented 

me from going to see Dad very much, 

and I just had to rest in the apartment 

and try to get enough rest so I could 

see Dad once more before my return 

to Japan. 

   The last few days, I spent some time 

with the staff of the group home where 

he’s staying. My cousin David also 

got to meet Sam and Rose Stan. Please 

continue to pray for Dad’s comfort 

during this time of weakness. 

 

Debbie’s Pains (continued) 

she could get along with help (if 

needed) from the Taylors and 

from Matsudo members. We 

communicated by Skype, Face-

book and email while I was 

gone, but her condition has 

worsened Further tests at Matsudo Pub-

lic hospital revealed swollen spleen and 

pancreas as well as fluid from the small 

colon. Debbie was urged to see her reg-

ular doctor, Dr. Kashimura, who had 

moved to a new hospital in Shin 

Matsudo, north of town. After an initial 

examination and CT scan, he said Deb-

bie would need to be hospitalized to 

find out about the fluid. His diagnosis was 

that she has Follicular Lymphoma (her 

cancer has returned). It will require 

stronger chemotherapy and later perhaps 

even a bone marrow transplant. These 

will be challenging times for our family, 

but we trust God will show us His will in 

this trial as well. Thank you all for your 

prayers. 



Spinal Surgery for My Sister, Joyce 
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   While visiting Dad, I got an email 

from my sister urgently asking me to 

come to Memphis to help her while 

she was to have spinal surgery to 

remove a cyst between her 4th and 

5th lumbars.  I could not give her an 

immediate answer without find out 

my Dad’s condition first. When it 

was determined that he had stabilized 

somewhat, I told Joyce I would come 

for 4 days to help her out. So leaving 

March 7th, I headed to Memphis to 

be with Joyce. 

    The following day, Joyce went in 

at about noon to get prepared for her sur-

gery. Her regular boss, Dr. Einhaus told 

Joyce that she wanted to be with her in the 

surgery room, which was encouraging to 

Joyce. She had great confidence in Dr. 

Mulbauer who actually performed the sur-

gery. He had been successful many times 

in helping out hard cases, so he was willing 

to take on Joyce’s surgery as well.   

   The difference of before surgery and 

afterward was very surprising to me. Joyce 

basically was in great pain and walked 

nearly “bent over” much of the time, but 

after the surgery, all her pain was gone and 

she actually was able to walk upright once 

again!  I continually marvel at some of the 

new medical treatments available recently.  

It was amazing to see the transformation. 

    Joyce was still under anesthesia, so she 

didn’t remember much of what happened 

after the surgery until she was back home, 

so it was good that I could be there as a 

family member, and give Joyce moral sup-

port, and help her with various needs she 

had. 

   Sunday morning I attended Park Ave. 

Church of Christ that supports many 

missionaries in Japan, the home congre-

gation of Dwight and Josephine Al-

bright. I was also thankful that they were 

able to go visit Joyce in her home after 

church. We picked up some Wendy’s 

burgers and headed over to visit Joyce.  

Later that afternoon, I headed back to 

Nashville, so I could be there and rest up 

before going back to see Dad the next 

day. 

  Before leaving for the States, the 

Taylor’s daughter Cambria, had a 

fall and broke 2 teeth. Fortunately, 

no further damage was done to her, 

but it did help the Taylors learn a 

little about the hospital system in 

Japan.  

  During my absence, several broth-

ers help with the preaching at 

Matsudo worship - I’m thankful to 

Bro. Aikawa, 

Bro. Shirato, 

Bro. Gamou, 

and Bro. No-

guchi for 

bringing les-

sons while I 

had to be in the States. Bro. Leslie 

Taylor also read Scripture each Sun-

day in Japanese. Bro. Nakahara is 

also stepping up to fulfill a needed 

role in helping conduct weekly wor-

ship. 

   Several visitors came and the 

members welcomed them. One lady, 

Mrs. Tamura (no relation to the Tamura 

family at Matsudo church) has regularly 

attended the Satur-

day class and 

shows continuing 

interest. 

   Bro. Tamura - 80 

yrs. old was hospi-

talized to check on 

a lung growth. He 

was very glad to find that it was non-

cancerous (benign),  but she still is rather 

weak and is trying to regain his strength.  

   Upon my return, I also helped Leslie 

with a checkup at the hospital for some 

pains he was feeling. He seems to be fine. 

   Debbie is very thankful that Sis. Kuniko 

Shimoda has 

been able to 

take over the 

preparation and 

presentation of 

the Bible class 

for children on 

Sunday morn-

ing. She and Sis. Sanpei seem to be do-

ing well together. Since Debbie will be 

hospitalized, we’re thankful that the 

Lord allowed this to happen at the right 

time.  

  Bro. Gamou continues to use many of 

his carpentry skills to improve the 

church building - adding a door and 

floor to the toilet area. 

   Several have been inviting friends to 

church (like Mariya Shimoda) which is 

helping with our outreach. Sis. Nakama 

continues to help with the bulletin. Pray-

ers for Matsudo are appreciated! 

     



Prayer Requests 

 For recovery for both Matsudo church 

members and Carrell family members 

 For Leslie and Sara Taylor’s continuing 

Japanese language and cultural studies. 

 For relief efforts for earthquake care, 

and support in Eastern Japan. 

 For spiritual maturity and unity in the 

body of Christ at Matsudo and Yokota. 

 For Bible class students to grow in faith 

so they will become Christians 

 For new students and their study at JSE 

this year. 

 For courage and faith to trust and obey 

God in the face of various trials in the 

church, in our families, and among the 

nations of the world. 

 

Sis. Nakama prepares books 
for members to take and use 

Fellowship with Taylors as we 
talk and plan for the future 

Three brothers - Dad (Bill),  
Gene, and Bob Carrell 

Debbie with her main physician, 
Dr. Kashimura 
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Contact Information 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Dai 2 Marukame Haitsu 201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Debbie’s e-mail: 

crossstitcher24@yahoo.com 

Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet  

and a light for my path.”  

 (Psalms 119:105)  

Click here for Japan Earthquake      
Information at Park Ave. Church  

Minami Hanashima 3-48-5 

Matsudo, Japan  271-0065 

Phone: 047-362-8858 

Fax: 047-368-7822 

Email: matsudochurch@gmail.com 

Our Children “On the Move”:  Mark and 

Marcia moved to a new location in Spo-

kane, WA. Also Matt and Shi found a 

bigger place to live in Abilene, TX. We 

hope these moves help both of our chil-

dren’s families. 

JSE Class on Paul’s Prison Epistles:  

When I went to the States, my class on 

Marriage counseling with 2 more classes 

to go had to be postponed. I hope to 

make it up within the next several 

months. In the meantime, a new class 

(this time with 4 students) will begin this 

month (April) on the Prison Epistles. 

Please pray that the students’ lives will 

be enriched from this study. 

Birthdays:  I (Steve) celebrated my 63rd 

birthday at the hospital with Debbie 

(March 29th). Dad’s 88th birthday will 

be April 9th. I’m thankful for all Dad has 

taught me over the years.  

Taylor Family Update:  Our co-workers 

are making excellent progress on their 

Japanese studies with also greater in-

volvement at church. Cambria also now 

attends a Daycare Center where her Jap-

anese language still are improving too. 

Support and Prayers:  Thank you all for 

your continued support and prayers for 

our work in Japan.  May God’s wisdom 

guide you in your daily life. 

In His service, 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Matsudo Church of Christ 
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