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Dear brothers and sisters,

As missionaries we have the concern to make our mission in Thun stronger, but this month 
we needed to put all our efforts within the church. It will not be possible to lay it all out 
before you that you may understand what the church has been struggling with, but you will 
definitely get an idea from this letter of how we have been dealing with the situation.

Stressful Times in the Church
In the month of January we did not have regular Bible studies. In place of the Bible study 
we met on Wednesday evening to talk about things that some members have been feeling 
uncomfortable about. The need to talk became quite important. There were practical rather 
than doctrinal issues that were brought up. It was a bit of a confusing situation and to be 
honest with you, Lena and I did not exactly know at times what to think about all that. We 
were eventually glad that things got settled down. I took the time to talk to every single 
member within a period of four days and whenever we visited members Lena accompanied 
me. It helped clear up some issues that had to do with communication and on our side 
particularly with listening. At the same time it also was important for me to answer 
members' questions. The listening and the question and answer part showed to be very 
helpful. It was suggested that we needed a tool to make communication better. These were 
the practical suggestions that should hopefully prove to be helpful: 

- We want to start a session after the worship service where comments can be made and 
   questions be asked concerning the sermon. Other congregations in Switzerland and 
   Germany have been doing that. 
- We want to have a regular meeting of the church where members can say what bothers 
   them or to make suggestions to anything that is related to the church. 

In the meantime the session after the sermon has been started and has shown to be an 
excellent tool to make people ask questions and at times make comments. The other meeting 
is still in the planing process. 

News about People
Peter Lindenmann will be able to do a 
practicum of a half a year at the foreign 
department in Bern across the governmental 
building. He has been unemployed for almost 
a year, when he lost his part-time teaching 
position in ethnics at the University of Basel. 
My wife, I, and the children were at Regina's 
apartment for a Bible study, when Peter came 
home to tell the good news. After the six 
months it will be decided whether he will be 
employed long-term in the foreign department.

Regina, Helena, Peter, Robin and my father at a church lunch



If he should receive the position, the family will move to Bern and will be able to attend 
worship service in Thun every Sunday. 
     Tino and Mo are thinking about returning 
to Switzerland. The first three years that 
they spent in South America, they traveled 
and helped with projects for the poor. They 
have been looking for a full-time job there 
for quite some time, but both have not been 
able to find one. That is why they consider 
now the option to return to Switzerland. 
Tino is a computer specialist and Mo is a 
nurse. In difficult economic circumstances, 
they both have to be patient to find a job.
                                                                         The picture of Tino and Mo the last Sunday they attended 
                                                                                               before leaving for South America almost three years ago.
                                                                                               
German Section
We wish the young people from Pickerington Ohio a good preparation in the upcoming 
months. Here are some vocabulary that may be helpful to learn as part of preparing yourself 
for the upcoming mission in Thun:
- Monday = Montag               Thursday = Donnerstag      Sunday = Sonntag
- Tuesday = Dienstag             Friday = Freitag                  small children = kleine Kinder
- Wednesday = Mittwoch       Saturday = Samstag            big children = grosse Kinder
- father = Vater                       mother = Mutter                  Gastfamilie = host family

Article for the Feste Fundament („Firm Foundation“)
I wrote an article about emperor worship for which I used the book of Revelation and made 
references to church history. Titus is best known for persecuting Christians who refused to 
worship him as emperor. The article can be viewed at: www.gemeinde-
christi.de/index.php/dff 

Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-The financial stability of this church
-Peter Lindenmann's job position in the foreign department in Bern
-Tino and Mo who are looking for a job in their fields
-Teklosien, his wife, and their newborn baby
-Martha's family as well as the church family 
-my father, 80, and my mother, 84 
-Marcel, 40, who had several back surgeries during the last few years
-Lucia, 70, and Elfriede, 84 who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 85, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Our babies: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, and Eliane
-Anna, 20, who has not visited the assembly for over one year 
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias, 21, not attending church any more since 2009; 
  Benjamin, 17, and Rahel, 15, occasionally visiting the assembly;  
-Ueli, a church visitor, who studies electrical engineering in Biel, 40 miles from Thun

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:

http://www.gemeinde-christi.de/index.php/dff
http://www.gemeinde-christi.de/index.php/dff


Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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