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January 2013 
A New Year Has Come! 

みなさん、明けましておめでとうございます！(Happy New Year everyone!) This is our January newsletter, 
and boy have we been busy! We hope you’ll enjoy reading what we’ve been up to the last few months... 

Last we talked, it was October and we had just hosted our first 
Tea Time over at our house after worship services.  Since that 
time a whole lot has been going on.  In late October the whole 
congregation had what’s called an imonikai at Gamou San’s 
house in Ibaraki Prefecture. An imonikai is basically a time when 
people get together and have a meal and then pick Japanese 
sweet potatoes which are very famous during the colder months.  
We actually had our worship services out in the fields that day 
first, and then ate together.  Unfortunately rain kept us from be-
ing able to pick many potatoes, but we still had a great time get-
ting closer to our family here in Matsudo.  We ate lots of tradi-
tional Japanese food (which of course included those delicious 

Japanese sweet potatoes), and found out what good cooks the ladies of the congregation are!   

Later in the month we got together to have a Halloween party for some 
of the neighborhood kids.  For our first time, we had a really good turn 
out.  There are two girls here in town - Hana and Yuki - who come every 
Sunday morning to a kid’s Bible study Debbie does in Japanese at the 
church building.  They attended, as did Hana’s brother.  We also had one 
of our neighbors here in our apartment building who came, along with 
her mother.  We played a number of different traditional games, including 
bobbing for apples and eating a donut on a string without using your 
hands (I think that was their favorite).  Of course we handed out some 
candy as well, though I’m not sure the parents were as happy about that 
as the children were!  Everyone seemed to have a really wonderful time, though, and it was a great opportunity 
to get to know some of the kids in the area.   

 
In November things began to get busier as we headed toward the holi-
days.  Of course, during this time Leslie was still continuing strong in 
his Japanese classes, which he attends 5 days a week.  We’ll talk more 
about that later, but for now it should suffice to say that there’s been a 
lot of growth, but still much room for improvement for both Leslie and 
Sara in terms of language ability.  Regardless, the growth from these 
classes has allowed Leslie to get a little more involved with worship.  
He has now read Scripture twice during services, has prayed a few 
times at gatherings at home, and is able to converse more with the 
members in Japanese.  The next semester is just around the corner, 
and we are both looking forward to the language growth we will see 
over the course of this semester. 

The kids play a game at the party 
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Enjoying a meal at Gamou San’s house in Ibaraki Prefecture 

Leslie does a Scripture reading on Sunday morning 



November also saw our first visitor from the U.S. - Leslie’s older 
brother Lloyd.  It was great to have family come and visit us for a 
while.  Lloyd was kind enough to treat our entire family to a trip to 
Tokyo Disney Land, which, as you can imagine, gained him some ma-
jor cool points with Cambria and Madeleine (okay, with Mommy and 
Daddy, too!).  It was a great way to start the Christmas season as 
well, since there were lots of Christmas lights up already when Lloyd 
came.  We also spent some time showing Lloyd around Tokyo, and 
he was able to take part in our weekly Bible study with Mariya, the 
teenage girl from church we told you about in our last newsletter.  It 
was great to have Lloyd here for the week and, as you can imagine, 
we missed him from the moment he left, but we look forward to 

seeing him again as soon as he gets the chance to come, as well as any of our other family or friends who wish to 
pay us a visit (hint hint!).  
 
This was also our first Thanksgiving since our return to Japan, and thankfully (no pun intended) Lloyd was here to 
enjoy it with us.  However, we were even more grateful to be invited by the Broyles Family over at Yokosuka Naval 
Base to enjoy Thanksgiving dinner with them.  They made us some wonderful food and we had a great time hang-
ing out with them and their family as well.  Sara was able to talk about crafts and parenting with Jessica, Leslie and 
Lloyd got to throw the football around a bit with Ryan, and of course the little ones all enjoyed playing with each 
other as well.   
 
Once December began, things really began to get busy here in Matsudo.  
At the very beginning of the month, Leslie went to a preacher’s retreat in 
Hakone, Japan, which is near Mt Fuji.  During this yearly event, preachers 
and missionaries from around the greater Tokyo area get together to 
study and to encourage each other as the year draws to a close.  Leslie 
was able to speak on the morning of the second day with Steve translat-
ing, but perhaps most importantly was able to get to know some of other 
Christian leaders from around the area.   
 
As Christmas drew closer, we began to have many different events in 
which our whole family was involved.  It started off with a Christmas party for the Japanese school Leslie attends 
in Ochanomizu.  This was a good opportunity for Sara to talk to the teachers about beginning some studies herself 
in the coming year.  But it was also nice to get to chat with some of other students and to know we’re not alone in 
trying to master this difficult language! 
 
One of our most looked-forward-to events of December was the young family Christmas party we hosted at our 

house.  This party was really Sara’s baby and went down without a hitch.  
Sara has made a lot of friends with different moms here in town, and of 
course Cambria and Madeleine have made friends with their children.  
This was a perfect opportunity to have them all over at once and reach 
out to not just the moms but the husbands as well.  Not everyone was 
able to come, but three families visited, and most exciting was that all 
the husbands joined as well.  This gave Leslie an opportunity to connect 
with some men, which can be tough to do in this culture unless you work 
together.  Even though it was a mix of broken English and broken Japa-
nese, everyone seemed to have fun, and one of the families showed up 
to worship on the Sunday before Christmas! 
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Uncle Lloyd got some serious cool points 

An evening meal with some of the preachers 

Spending time with young Japanese families 



Another event we held at our home was the children’s Christmas party. 
This party actually began at the church building, where Debbie taught a 
lesson to everyone.  After the lesson was done, we all walked down to 
our home to enjoy some festivities.  We played a fun game that involves 
unwrapping a present one layer at a time, and of course had some 
great holiday treats.  We were able to find a Japanese version of a Char-
lie Brown Christmas too, which the kids all watched together.  One 
thing we were particularly happy about with this party is that the two 
girls who usually come on Sunday mornings to Debbie’s class brought a 
friend! We hope we will be seeing more of her in the near future.   
 
After this party we had quite a few church wide events that took 

places.  First off was the Sunday worship before Christmas.  This 
turned out incredibly.  Though of course we have not been here long 
enough to know firsthand, we were told that more people attended 
that day than have in years.  Over 30 people showed up that Sunday, 
which doubled the size of the congregation! Even more special is 
that the majority of these extra people were not Christians - they 
were visitors that others had invited or who decided to come on 
their own.  Needless to say it was an exciting thing to see.  There 
were so many people in attendance it took a little bit of “musical 
chairs” to figure out where everyone would sit. On the following 
night, Christmas eve, we held a Christmas eve service which Leslie 
was able to speak at, with Steve once again translating for him. After 

the service we all headed over to the Carrells’ house to enjoy some time of fellowship.   
 
Christmas day was actually pretty busy for our family as well.  As you 
can imagine, we spent most of the morning talking with our families 
on Skype.  After a morning of opening gifts, letting the girls play 
with their new toys, and talking with family, Leslie and Madeleine 
headed out with Steve, Debbie, Kuniko Shimoda, and Mariya Shi-
moda to sing some carols at Kuniko’s workplace.  Shimoda-san 
works at a nursing home, and she had the idea to have us come sing 
Christmas songs to the people there on Christmas day.  Unfortu-
nately, Sara and Cambria were unable to go due to Cambria being a 
little under the weather, but Leslie and Madeleine were blessed to 
see the smiles on the faces of the folks there.   
 

With the end of 2012 and the beginning of 2013, we reach one of the 
busiest times for our family personally.  Sara turned 27 on December 
31st, and we celebrated her birthday with some of her friends - Emi, 
Kenji, and their daughter Riona.  Sara and Emi have hit it off and 
been able to spend a lot of time together.  We were especially sur-
prised to see Kenji again so soon, but very thankful.  Leslie hopes he 
might be able to make a friendship with Kenji in the coming year.  
With the new year now passed, Sara and Leslie will celebrate their 
6th wedding anniversary on the 5th of January, and Madeleine will 
turn 2 on the 6th.  Between the holidays, new year, birthdays, and 
anniversary, this is a crazy time in the Taylor household - crazy, but 
wonderful! God has definitely blessed our family! 
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The kids watch Charlie Brown Christmas 

A full house at the Matsudo church of Christ 

Singing with the Carrells and Shimodas 

Sara and Emi on Sara’s birthday 
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As 2012 has now close out and 2013 begins, we want to take a moment to thank each and every one of you who have 

taken the time to read about what we’ve been doing.  We are blessed to have people who support us in so many ways.  

Whether it is prayer, financial support, sending cards and care packages, or even writing Facebook messages, we genu-

inely appreciate everything you all do on our behalf.  Especially during the 

holidays, we become acutely aware of just how much we have to be thank-

ful for.  We pray that 2012 was as great for your families as for ours, and 

that God blesses you and uses you even more in 2013.  May we all come to 

more closely reflect the Son this year and shine that light to more people 

around us! 

 

We hope you and the work of God are blessed wherever you are. Continue 

to keep us in your prayers!  

 

                 in Christ, 

The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, and Madeleine) 

c/o Wilkesboro Church of Christ   P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

Closing Thoughts 
 

What a wild year this has been! We started the year out living with Leslie’s family in Florida.  By June we were 

living with Sara’s parents in New Hampshire.  And then come August we had finally made our way to Japan 

to begin this work.  It has been a real whirlwind, and we are thankful to finally be settled down and into this 

work in Japan. 

 

As awesome as 2012 was, we’re really excited to see what 2013 holds in store.  Sara has been connecting so 

well with many of the women here, and we are hopeful that these seeds being planted now will ultimately 

see fruit produced in God’s fields.  Sara has a great heart for sharing the hope of Christ with these women, 

and as you can imagine we are looking forward to seeing the doors that will open for that purpose this year. 

 

Of course we’ve been busy with a number of other things here in Matsudo.  Every Wednesday night we con-

tinue to study with Mariya Shimoda - a young girl here in Matsudo who was baptized in May.  We’re in the 

middle of a study on Esther, and Mariya seems to very encouraged by it.  Thankfully her English is strong 

enough that we can communicate well despite our inadequacies in Japanese.   

 

Leslie has also been continuing to teach a Saturday morning English Bible class.  His first session as teacher just 

ended in December, closing out a series on Christian apologetics.  The attendance has been good and 

steady, and he is looking forward to beginning a new class as the new year begins.   

 

Another thing we have been working on is a new website for the church here.  Leslie volunteered to update 

the website, and after talking to everyone it has finally been put together.  There are still some kinks to work 

out, but you can check it out right now at matsudochurch.com.  We will hopefully be getting weekly sermons 

up on the site, as well as pictures and other useful materials.  Much of that is in Japanese of course, but the 

site itself is in both Japanese and English, so it is accessible to a 

variety of people.   

 

As we close we’d like to share a photo of the first sunrise of 2013 

here in Japan.  This special event in Japan is called hatsuhinode 

[初日の出 pronounced: ha-tsu-hee-no-deh].  People come to the 

shores from all over to enjoy an early morning sunrise to begin the 

new year.  We hope that your first sunrise was as beautiful as ours, 

and that you are blessed with many more this year!   

Don’t forget! Here are some other 
ways you can keep up with our fam-
ily as we work here in Japan… 

 
Youtube: 

www.youtube.com/user/taylorsgotojapan 

 

Blog: 

taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com 
 

Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan 

http://matsudochurch.com
http://youtube.com/user/taylorsgotojapan
http://taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan


A Special Request From The Taylors 
 

To our family, friends, and most of all our brothers and sisters in Christ, as we begin this letter we’d like to say how 
thankful we are for all you do for us.  Your support is a great blessing, without which we could not do this work. 
 
As we raised support prior to coming to Japan, we emphasized that during the first couple of years of our main focus 
would be on language learning.  The reasons for this are numerous.  Japanese is incredibly difficult with a grammatical 
structure and writing system far different from English.  Furthermore, without language ability, credibility is on the line.  
There are other reasons, but it’s enough to say that language ability is crucial to our work. 
 
For that reason, from August into early December, Leslie spent 5 days a week attending Japanese school in Tokyo. 
These classes have proven extremely effective.  In only 4 months, Leslie is now able to have simple conversations in 
Japanese, function in most day-to-day capacities, read Scripture and even pray with appropriate preparation.  In fact, he 
has grown so much that the teachers are planning to start him on some more advanced assignments: 

 
“Your overall comprehension … is something to lead you to more advanced and sophisticated Japanese skill so you can inter-

act with local people and share more profound communication surely in the near future. In this term we expect you to try giv-

ing speeches without referring to memos you write, which is usually supposed to be a task for advanced students.”  

 
To be clear, there is still much room to grow and fluency is a ways off, but the start has been encouraging. 
 
As wonderful as this growth has been, it has been very one-sided.  Up to now, Sara has been unable to study.  She has 
been a busy stay-at-home-mom and has built many relationships with mothers here despite the language barrier.  
Though her friends speak little English, they enjoy her company enough to work through it and communicate as best as 
possible.  While this has worked over the past few months, clearly she needs language study of her own.  For this rea-
son, starting on Monday, January 7th, Sara will begin a new class which she will attend twice a week.   
 
The reason we are writing you now is that we need financial support to make this next semester of Japanese study pos-
sible.  This past semester was paid for by a grant from the Bell Trust Fund.  We applied for it again at the end of the year, 
but unfortunately they declined to add more funding at this time.  That leaves us with a bill that we are unable to pay.  
We have about 3 weeks of leeway, but after that we will need to be able to pay appropriately.  In order for that to hap-
pen, we need your help. 
 
We need to raise $6600 by January 31st.  This will cover approximately 3 months of classes for both Leslie and Sara.  We 
are blessed to attend a school owned and operated by people who care about Christian ministry. Because of their heart 
for missionaries, we get a discount that makes the rate quite low in comparison to normal rates.  
 
If you can give to make this semester of study possible, we would be so grateful.  There are two ways that you can do 
this. If you prefer to make an immediate payment, you can do so easily through PayPal. Simply go the following link, 
click on the “donate” button, and follow the instructions: http://taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.jp/p/support.html.  If you 
would like to make a tax deductible payment, please send your check (memo: Taylor language study) to: 

 
Wilkesboro Church of Christ: Taylor Japan Mission 

PO Box 81 
Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

 
If you have any questions at all, please contact us using the information at the very bottom of this page.   
 
Thank you so much for the care you have for the work here in Japan.  Please continue to pray for us as we strive to learn 
the language and shine the light of Christ onto the hearts and minds of the people here.   
 
Grace and peace in Christ, 
                                Leslie & Sara Taylor 
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