
Newsletter February 2013

Dear brothers and sisters,

  We usually have snow covering the landscape and freezing 
  temperatures until the middle or end of February. Unlike 
  most of those years there were no signs of spring by the 
  end of February and even in March it seemed as if the 
  winter season was not yet gone. Lena, I, and the children 
  enjoyed being in the snow (see picture). There is a hill 
  near the apartment where all children who live in this part 
  of the city like to slide down with their sleds. We took  an 
  old sled from the cellar that I had used in my childhood 
  which still was perfectly capable of carrying us on the 
  slippery snow downhills. 
         After staying with us for three months, Lena's 
   mother left for the Ukraine on February 28. We hope to 

Lena with the children on the sled           see her again in the fall, when we may travel to the 
Ukraine.
     
Series on Spiritual Growth During  Times of Afflictions
As we closed the congregational talks on Wednesday evening (as I wrote about it in the last 
Newsletter), I started a new series for Sunday and Wednesday evening dealing with spiritual 
growth. I put the emphasis on difficult periods in life that in fact can bring about great 
spiritual growth. Afflictions that may shake us, can help us to see the world from 
perspectives that we have not experienced yet and that we may not have reflected much 
upon it until this time. When everything seems to go wrong in life, it helps us to know the 
benefit that is coming out of it. It is God who allows this things to happen. 

News about People
Before Elsa gave birth to a daughter with the name Ufoita at the end of February, Teklosien 
and his wife moved to a larger apartment in Thun. Teklosien has been unemployed for a 
long time, but because he receives the funds for living from the government, he was able to 
move to a larger apartment. As I helped him to move, I got to know a few of his friends 
from Eritrea and one of his relatives who also fled the country. Our family and my parents 
were the first guests they had in their new apartment a few days after they had moved in. 

 

My father with Julia at his birthday                           Eighty candles seem to be too many to put on a cake



My father turned eighty years old on February 2. Unfortunately, he has experienced again 
stronger signs of weakness in his legs lately. Especially as the evening approaches, he feels 
much weaker than during the rest of the day. At times he has to lie down and rest during the 
later part of the day. My mother and my father still like to have our children at their home a 
few times a week. They are their greatest joy in life. 

German Section
I will list a few sentences that may be helpful for the young people from Ohio during their 
stay in Switzerland: 
- Wie viel kostet es? = How much does it cost?
- Können Sie mir bitte sagen, wo sich die nächste Tankstelle befindet? = Can you tell me, 
  please, where the closest gas station is?
- Ich weiss nicht = I don't know
- Ich bin Amerikaner und verstehe nicht gut Deutsch = I am an American and cannot 
  understand well German 
That may no longer be true. I hope that you still enjoy to study the German language.

Asking For Your Prayers:
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-The financial stability of this church
-Peter Lindenmann's job position in the foreign department in Bern
-Tino and Mo who are looking for a job in their fields
-Teklosien, his wife, and their newborn baby
-Martha's family as well as the church family 
-my father, 80, and my mother, 84 
-Marcel, 40, who had several back surgeries during the last few years
-Lucia, 70, and Elfriede, 84 who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 85, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Our babies: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, and Eliane
-Anna, daughter of Ruedi and Regula, who has not visited the assembly for over one year 
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias not attending church any more since 2009; 
  Benjamin, 17, and Rahel, 16, occasionally visiting the assembly;  
-Ueli, a church visitor, who studies electrical engineering in Biel, 40 miles from Thun

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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